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Rabbi Meyers’ Message 

Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued on page 4 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 

Bulletin 

Little Fires Everyweek 
 

 As the hours of sunlight steadily decrease, as the 

temperatures consistently drop, and the leaves begin their 

descent earthward, we too turn the calendar, journeying 

away from the high holidays, readying ourselves for the 

long, cold, dark, winter months that lie ahead. 
 

 However, if we strain our eyes; if we lift our heads and 

gaze just beyond the horizon, we can see a glimmer of light, 

a flash of warmth from the flickering fire of the Chanukah 

candle, found this year in the latter half of the month of 

December.  So we wait, anxiously anticipating the warmth 

and excitement provided by the celebration of the holiday of 

Chanukah.  Watching the radiant glow of the candles, biting 

into the warm and crispy latkes, savoring the sugary sweet 

sufganiyot, and gifting a present to our loved ones are 

moments imprinted on our souls.  Oh how we long for those 

eight joyous nights.  
 

 Yet, as we turn to check the calendar, Chanukah is still 

many weeks away.  And even once Chanukah arrives, it 

comes and goes like a momentary flash of lightening in a 

dark stormy night.  How are we to make it through until 

then? And how are we to bear the seemingly never ending 

days of the bitter cold Chicago winters, left behind in 

Chanukah’s wake?  

http://www.ljcagbi.org
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President’s Perspective 

 And now, we're back to "real life." The Holidays were filled with such joy, at least after the 

initial heavy stuff.  At shul, we got to see a lot of long-standing friends, and it 

was wonderful being together.  Our thanks go out to everyone involved in 

keeping everything functioning. 

 This morning was our first time reciting the tahanun prayer in a few 

weeks. The weather is turning colder. People will be traveling, some leaving 

town for an extended period. We will keep meeting at LJCAGBI at our usual 

times, and look forward to everyone who is in town coming to see us. 

Thank you all, and be well! 

            Dan Gutstein 

             President 

 Who can you identify  

  in this picture? 

 

 Answers next bulletin. 
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Announcements 
Mazal Tov: 
 

To Miriam & Steve Kramer and Dotti 
Fiedler & Richard Fiedler on the birth of 
a granddaughter, Ella Sofia, born to 
Marci & Dr. Nathan Kramer 

To  Anne & Michael Kirshner on the birth 
of a grandson, born to Talia & Reuven 
Kirshner 

To Elizabeth Richman & Mitch Dayan on 
the birth of a granddaughter born to 
Ariel (Elizabeth’s daughter) & Yaakov 
Sugerman 

To Elizabeth Richman & Mitch Dayan on 
the birth of a grandson born to Jayme 
& Sam (Elizabeth’s son) Besser  

 

Condolences to the family of: 

 Arthur Stone 

  father of Ilana Goldson 

 Ruth Groner 

  mother of Alan Groner 

Rabbi Meyers’ Teaching 
 

Tuesday Night Torah                                8:00 p.m.  
             
A Midrash and a Masterpiece                8:00 p.m. 
 Weekly Torah portion 
 
On Zoom— For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyers’ classes, 

please request it from the office.  If you are viewing the 

online version of this bulletin click here: 

Thank you to CIBC for their 

Sponsorship of this Bulletin  

Please note that this bulletin is online at  

http://ljcagbi.org/?page_id=101 
 

To print calendars, flyers or order forms,  go to 

the bulletin page needed, and print the page(s) 

you would like.  Perfect for refrigerator door 

decor. 

Please get your articles in for 

the shul bulletin 
 

If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your 

information to the Shul Bulletin so everyone will know about it!  

Send your electronic submissions to the editor at 

bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard copy to the Shul office 

before the deadline, January/February 2023 issue, Sunday 

December 18, 2022. All material is subject to approval by the 

Shul office and may be edited for space or content.  Inserts 

must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the 

Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further 

details. 

Refuah Sheleima to: 
 Joyce Chabner 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9096696088?pwd=VDl4VEQxd1FpeklHK2lpR0RFaWtYUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9096696088?pwd=VDl4VEQxd1FpeklHK2lpR0RFaWtYUT09
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uofSvRPpRfn_3lVldXvLTK1pnyca2jvbyAqnNtM5hk3nElFXyhzq0OXVKRjHsRbj3QuTs4V6HITGkeMyQ9it4AEyUjta5A9QyP-nDf40xDLn1vUiZdPwfykK8SasHw0TFWujjqGGvovG4NrD0wVGWsBU5x6vP1QyzgjAs0McZkuMoTWFa9xLzrBQKLhgnE78jkt-m6kKF_t8Gov1JTH2kJshE3vBObHc
http://www.ljcagbi.org/?page_id=101
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Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued from page 1 

Thanks to Stuart Kalman & Paul Kramer who helped usher during High 

Holiday Services. 

Thanks to our babysitter,  Sarah Kramer 

Thanks to Rychard & Yadviga for helping set up. 

And thanks to Walsh Security and the Lincolnwood Police Department. 

       Steve Kramer 

Thank for your help 

 

 “If the world is cold, make it your business to build fires.”- Horace Traubel (1858–1919)   
 

 It is true that the warmth provided by the fire of the Chanukah candles is nearly two months away. 

But if we pause for a moment we will realize that there are other candles that are much, much closer 

to home.  Every single week we light, at least, three candles for Shabbat; two Friday evening (before 

sunset) and one Saturday night (after nightfall).  The Friday night candles usher in the light and 

warmth of Shabbat, and the one on Saturday night extends that light to the coming week ahead.  In 

Judaism we make it our business to build little fires every week.  When we bring in Shabbat we 

provide warmth and light to ourselves, our family, and our community.  This is the opportunity that 

Shabbat provides for all of us.  We spend time with our family and friends praying, studying, 

schmoozing, eating and just being together.  
 

 And this is our opportunity every week.  It is human nature to take for granted that which we have 

always done, and the same can be said regarding Shabbat.  Many of us have been observing Shabbat 

for years, or even decades 
 

 But how many of us make a conscious effort on Shabbat to fully disconnect from the outside 

world and engage in the world of Shabbat?  To not only enter the synagogue, but to allow the words 

of the prayerbook to enter our heart?  To pray not just for ourselves but for each other?  To invite 

others who perhaps have not experienced a Shabbat to our shul and our home?  The weekly light and 

warmth of Shabbat is even greater than Chanukah- it is definitional to who we are as a people.  It is a 

testament to our covenant between ourselves and G-d and our responsibility to bring that divine light 

to the world, not just once a year, but every week. 
   

 It is this light that we connect with every week. The holy Shabbat candles provide warmth and 

light all year long, pushing aside even the bitter cold of Chicago’s winters, all we have to do is light 

the fire. 

Succot 

at 

Rabbi 

Meyers 
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The Succah Crew 

Rob Chimberoff  
Rob Freeman  
Gary Goodman 
Caleb Gutstein 
Daniel Gutstein  
Yonah Gutstein  
 

Russel Katz 
Michael Kirshner 
Paul Kramer 
Rabbi Hillel Meyers  
Rabbi Yehuda Meyers 
Pesach Osina  
 

Thanks to the team that assembled and disassembled our Succah: 

A special thanks to our construction manager Henry Kalter and of course to 
Yagivga and Ryszard. 
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat               Services & Candlelighting Times

To attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup 

form under the worship tab.  Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if 

you don’t have access to a computer or have any questions. 
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat               Services & Candlelighting Times 
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From the Catering Department 
 I have a special daily calendar.  It has little quotes and sayings plus a picture of a dog that 

reminds me of my dog, that does all sorts of things that dogs do and think.  I’m sure my dog thinks 

she’s human and I don’t think I could even explain to her that she’s not.  I think that anyone 

growing up without a dog is missing out on one of life’s greatest pleasures. 

 Don’t misunderstand me.  A dog is a great responsibility.  And I’ve had a dog since we moved 

into our first house.  Dudley, of blessed memory, grew up with dogs and was really wonderful with 

them.  For about two minutes, our kids were scared to death when he brought home our first dog.  

After that, the dog seemed to know that his job was to take care of these kids. 

 I think everyone should have some kind of a pet.  A fish is probably the easiest to care for if you 

don’t forget to feed it.  Because I grew up in an apartment, I wasn’t raised with a dog and I’m sure 

that most kids hated having to take a dog out when the weather wasn’t nice. 

 But a dog is a good way to teach a child about responsibilities.  And a dog is great company 

when you’re alone.  I never worried about strangers, my dog always warned me and protected me.  

I remember one incident when the builder of our house came around to show someone our house.  

My husband was at work.  In any event, the builder brought a couple to see the house, and he 

casually was standing next to me and thought it would be a good idea if he put his arm around me.  

He barely got his arm  on my shoulder when my dog put his mouth on this persons arm and he 

casually asked me if the dog was going to bite… I said to him…not unless I tell him to.  Needless to 

say he dropped his arm and my dog let his arm free, and we said good-bye.  Bless my dog and his 

protective manner.  A very good reason to have a dog.  We once had a dog we named Cupcake.  

She was such a cute little puppy but she grew up to be over six feet tall when she stood on her hind 

legs.  I never worried about intruders. 

             Till next time, 
                 Shirley 

Erev Simchat Torah was a lively celebration, with hakafot followed by dinner courtesy of Michael and 

Annie Kirshner.  Our Simchat Torah celebration and luncheon completed the holiday festivities. 
 

A special thanks to each of the Simchat Torah Fund sponsors. This fund helps to pay for kiddushim 

throughout the year, and these funds are much appreciated. This year’s sponsors of the LJCAGBI 

Simchat Torah Fund are: 

Thanks to our Simchat Torah Fund  Sponsors 

Beverly Alpern 

Elliot Baker 

Tracy & Uri Dissen 

Helaine Ellenby 

Eileen & Marc Feder 

Bobbie Fink 

Phyllis Fogelson 

Laurie & Chaim Garfinkel  

Gloria & Jay Goldstein 

Leah & Alex Goldstein 

Kari & Dan Gutstein 

Marcia & Paul Kramer 

Chavie & Rabbi Joel Lehrfield 

Edie & Jeff Light 

David Marcus 

Regine & Stuart Meisel 

Arlene & Larry Miller 

Anna & Myron Moscovitch 

Darlene Piell 

Helen Rosenberg 

Mitchell Sandler 

Renie & Michael Schreiber 

Renee & Joe Silberman 

Joyce & Arnie Sklar 

Merilyn, Jerry & Janice Thall 

Wini Weisman  

Marilyn Zeller  
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Off the Subject 
 Sarah calls her neighbor to catch up. “How are you? How’s the family? How are the kids?” 

 “Everything is wonderful,” her friend replies. “The kids are doing wonderful. My seventh 

grader is getting great grades; my fifth grader is behaving, my third grader is the best in her 

dance class. My husband got a raise, and my boss called me yesterday to tell me how impressed 

she is with my work. I’ve already got all my Chanukah plans in order, and everything is just 

perfect.” 

 “Oh,” Sarah says. “I guess you have guests over. No problem, I’ll call you back later….” 

 Everyone asked a 100-year-old man and his 98-year-old wife for their health secrets: 

  The old man said: I'll tell you my secret. I've been married for 75 years. When we got married 

I promised my wife that when we argue, the loser has to walk for 2 miles. 

  So I've been walking 2 miles every day for the past 75 years! 

  Everyone applauded and asked again: But what is the secret to your wife’s health? 

 “Ah. For 75 years every single day she has been following me to make sure I really walk the 

full 2 miles!” 
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Flower Fund Sponsors 
Many thanks for the lovely flowers that graced our bimah during the holidays: 

Helaine Ellenby 

Eileen & Marc Feder 

Bobbie Fink 

David Ganellen 

Natalia Pascal & Ron Ganellen 

Gloria Goldstein 

Jay Goldstein 

Marcia & Paul Kramer 

Edie & Jeff Light 

Nicole Mazor 

Barbara & Carey Schiff 

Renee & Joe Silberman 

Joyce & Arnie Sklar 

Merle Warshausky  
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 “To everything, turn, turn, turn; there is a season, turn, turn, turn.” 

 If you identify these lyrics with the song by The Byrds, you are of my generation.  If you 

know the lyrics actually were written and sung by Pete Seeger in 1959, then you are older than 

I.  However, all of us should recall them as a version of the opening lines of chapter 3 of 

Kohelet, which we just read on Succot.  Which leads me to the topic at hand, davening in the 

Shul on Shabbat and Yom Tov. 

 We have completed another cycle of Torah and Yom Tovim and I wanted to reach out to 

thank those who have made our celebrations a success for another year.  A Shul may depend 

on its Rabbaim and I certainly want to acknowledge my reliance on both Rabbi Meyers and 

Rabbi Lehrfield, Rabbi emeritus, for their help and guidance.  However, services do not run 

themselves, so I next need to thank those who have continued to make our Shabbat and Yom 

Tov services run.  They each share the common trait of standing up when asked or even 

volunteering before being asked. 

 First are the Gabbaim who co-ordinate and direct our services: Dan Gutstein, Paul Kramer 

and Joe Silberman. 

 Next are the daveners who regularly lead the services: Dan Gutstein, Yonah Gutstein, Ron 

Ganellen, Gary Goodman, Joe Silberman, Aaron Goldman and Henry Kalter.  

 Next are those men who either volunteer before I can ask them or respond positively when 

I do to chant Haftorot multiple times throughout the year: Dan Gutstein, Aaron Goldman, 

Henry Kalter, Joe Silberman, Stuart Meisel, Gary Goodman, Ron Ganellen, Aaron Goldman, 

Jay Goldstein, Larry Miller, Moshe Goldson and of course, Rabbi Meyers. 

 If you the reader notice the same names are repeated, it is not happenstance.  Without their 

participation and that of those who come every Shabbat or Yom Tov to help make the Minyan, 

whose names are too numerous to list here, we do not have a Minyan.  To them and all of those 

whose names I do not have the space to list, I wish to thank you for making my job an easy and 

enjoyable one.  And I beg forbearance for any whose names I may have omitted by accident.  

 G-d willing, we will enjoy more seasons to come. 

                  Mitchell 

Remarks from the Gabbai 
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