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As I sit here, writing this article, Russia is in the midst
of a violent and deadly invasion of the peaceful Ukraine.
Already hundreds of lives have been lost, and thousands of
others are fleeing their homes. We pray that this war comes
to a speedy and peaceful end with the continued safety,
security and freedom of the Ukrainian people.
The truth is that by the time this article reaches you, I do
not know what the status of this war will be. As someone
who has spent his formative years in the era of instant
communication, communicating with others via phone
calls, texts, emails, and the like, writing this article evokes
interesting feelings.
Writing about something, knowing that in all likelihood
by the time the intended audience reads it, the reality will
be different, generates a feeling of humility. A humility in
appreciating that we as people have a very narrow window
of vision of the world. We can barely make sense of the
present, let alone, predict the future. Only the Almighty
knows what will be.
However, our inability to predict the future does not
mean that we react with paralysis. It does not mean that we
Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued on page 4

President’s Perspective
We keep getting a glimpse of the sun followed by another plunge into the deep freeze. This
makes it difficult to appeal to the weather as a harbinger of the coming holidays and the spring
season. Regardless, First Adar is drawing to a close meaning Purim is just
around the corrner. We will all read the Megillah, break the fast, and have some
fun.
Later in March we will welcome the return of the Lox Box. Volunteers are
welcome for all aspects of the production, and don't forget to sell a few extra
boxes.
Time is going to change again - Daylight Saving Time. And with that
change, we will be returning to daily Mincha and Maariv services.
Right around then is when it should hit - Passover is coming and almost
here! Clean the house, prepare for the Seder. We've done it before, just about
every year, so we should be able to get it done again this year as well.
That will bring us to the Omer, and one hopes our next bulletin.
Be well,
Daniel A Gutstein
President

Program Notes
Adult Education Update:
We will be welcoming Rabbi Reuven Brand, Rosh Kollel of YU Torah Mitzion Kollel of Chicago
on Shabbat Parsha Tzav, March 19. Rabbi Brand is an interesting and innovative speaker, and
we're honored that he'll join us during davening and at kiddush. Please plan on joining us in
welcoming Rabbi Brand.
On Sunday, April 10, Gil Hoffman, former LJCAGBI member and Chief
Political Correspondent for the Jerusalem Post will be speaking to our shul. Watch for more
details in the weekly bulletin and via email.
We will mark Yom Hashoah on Sunday evening, May 1. Details to follow.

Please note that this bulletin is online at
http://ljcagbi.org/?page_id=101
To print calendars, flyers or order forms, go to the bulletin page
needed, and print the page(s) you would like. Perfect for
refrigerator door decor.
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Condolences to the family of:
Selma Feder
mother of Dr. Marc Feder

Alvin Resnick
brother of Dr. Carl Resnick

Rabbi Meyers’ Teaching
Tuesday evenings Choice of Topics 8:00p.m.

Announcements

Thursday evenings

Mazal Tov:

8:00p.m.

On Zoom— For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyers’ classes,

To Elizabeth & Mitch Dayan on the birth of
a grandson, born to Sarah & Stanley
Dayan
To Roberta Fink on the birth of a great
granddaughter, Wren Ila, born to Lanie
& Jake Ettlinger and to grandparents
Beth & Mike Gilford

Drasha
on Weekly
Torah portion

please request it from the office. If you are viewing the
online version of this bulletin click here:

Thanks to the Congregation
For your cards, calls and donations made in
memory of our mother Selma Feder z”l.
The Feder family
For the cards and calls following the loss of
Marty.
The Hutensky family
Who sent cards, called and made donations
in hope for Joe’s refuah shelemah. We all
appreciate our shul family reaching out
with care and concern.
The Silberman family

To Barbara & Cary Schiff on the birth of a
granddaughter, Zelda Lielle, born to
Marissa & Jonathan Rosenberg

Refuah Sheleima to:
Helen Rosenberg

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A G Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two daily minyanim
for Shacharit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It continues to be difficult
to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full
minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning.
Please attend whenever you are able.
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Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued from page 1

allow our fears of the unknown to keep us frozen. Rather, it is quite the opposite; our inability to know
what will be should serve as an impetus for us to invest everything we can in creating the best possible
future for ourselves and all those whom we can affect positively.
Every Friday night we read in davening that G-d created the world -”לעשותto do”. The
commentaries point out that this seemingly extraneous phrase teaches that G-d created the world with
the intention for humanity to be His partners in creation. We are called upon each day “to do”, to bring
His will into this world. We are asked to do our part in shining the G-dly light and making this world a
little bit brighter.
And G-d’s will perhaps more than anything else is for there to be Shalom, peace, in the world. A
Jew greets another with the blessing Shalom Aleichem, may peace be upon you, during the week, and
“Shabbat Shalom” on Shabbat. Messianic times, when the world will reach its pinnacle state, are
described by our prophets as a time of universal peace. And our sages teach that Shalom isn’t only an
important concept and principle in Judaism, but it is also a name of G-d. As G-d’s partners in creation it
is therefore our responsibility to bring more Shalom into this world, both in our personal lives, in our
communal lives, and in our roles as citizens of G-d’s world.
Regarding the war in Ukraine or any conflict, first and foremost we daven for Shalom, peace.
Secondly, we do what we can to advocate for the safety and security of the Ukrainian people, especially
our Jewish brethren. We donate to charitable causes on behalf of those affected. And we see if there is
anything any of us as individuals uniquely can do utilizing our own networks.
Pesach is a time of celebration and freedom for the Jewish people, not because we defeated the
Egyptians, rather because we were given the opportunity to live out our destiny as an independent
nation, free from the control of a megalomanic tyrant. It is our sincere prayer that this Pesach season of
2022 be a time of freedom for all peoples across the world.

Maot Chitim
Save the Date
Delivery Day is Back!
April 10th
We can't wait to see you in person!
We have a warehouse!!
We will be packing and delivering the food from
the former
Toys R Us store in Highland Park.
1610 Deerfield Road
(Easy access off of Hwy 41)
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions before then:
info@maotchitim.org
(847) 674-3224
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Off the Subject—Part 1
Rabbi Bloom told his congregation, “Next week I plan to teach about the sin of
lying. To help you understand my sermon, I want you all to read Leviticus Chapter 28.”
The following Shabbat the rabbi asked for a show of hands who read Leviticus 28.
Every hand went up.
Rabbi Bloom smiled and said, “Leviticus only has 27 chapters. I will now proceed
with my sermon on the sin of lying.”
A young woman at the supermarket was pushing a full cart. A baby rode in the seat
and she held a husky, older-than-two-year-old youngster on her hip.
"My goodness!", exclaimed the checker. "Can't that big boy walk?"
"He certainly can!", the young mother replied, "Why do you think I am carrying
him?"
5

Schedule for Daily/Shabbat/Holiday
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Services & Candlelighting Times

To attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup
form under the worship tab. Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200
if you don’t have access to a computer or have any questions.
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From the Catering Department
When I was young, I grew up living in an apartment. In fact, most of my friends lived this way. We
were all in the same boat, so to speak. At that time, only the rich kids lived in homes. In my neighborhood
there was, on one corner, the apartment building I lived in and one across the street. I lived on Ainslie and
Ridgeway in a big red brick apartment building. There were nine regular one bedroom apartments plus the
janitor’s apartment, which was a basement and not for rent. The building was on a corner and across the
street was another apartment building that was yellow brick. The rest of the buildings on the block were
either single family homes or two or three flat buildings. These were not big apartment buildings. The
single family homes were called bungalows. I never knew any of the occupants of the bungalows. They
always seemed to have only “old folks” living in them. Most of my friends lived in apartment buildings. I
had one friend who lived in a three flat building, on the second floor, and she had her own bedroom. It was
a very middle class neighborhood. A few bungalows and two or three-flat buildings. The corners always
had the big apartment buildings. As I remember, I only had one friend who lived in a single family home.
My grandma and grandpa owned the building they lived in on the old west side. It was a two flat and
they lived on the second floor. What I remember most about that building was a huge mirror covering a full
wall at the entrance to the apartment. The building next door had front and back apartments, which was
apparently a style. I remember the front porch being not very big. It held one or two chairs, but we kids
always sat on the stove steps. I do remember the two flat across the street had a front porch of brick. I also
remember that in the building next door there was a small grocery store in the front instead of an apartment.
This was in the middle of the block. Very convenient. Instead of a railing on the front porch leading up or
down there was a wide piece of cement that we kids liked to slide down.
In front of almost all the buildings like this one, there was always a bench and it was a place for the
older folks to sit and be part of the conversation. I think people were just more considerate then because
when someone older came along there was always a place for them to sit.
Kids did the same things on the sidewalk as I did I my apartment building. They made, with chalk, foursquare and sky-blue and played with a brown rubber ball. Anyone remember one-two-three O-larry? While
it’s always fun to have someone to play with or talk to, if you had a rubber ball to bounce you were never
lonely. Hope you enjoyed the remembering.
Till next time,
Shirley Derdiger

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so
everyone will know about it! Send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline, May/June 2022 issue, Wednesday, April
13 , 2022. All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content.
Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul
office at 847.676.0491 for further details.
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Yom Hashoah—April 28
The full name of the day commemorating the victims of the Holocaust is “Yom Hashoah
Ve-Hagevurah“– literally the “Day of (Remembrance of) the Holocaust and the Heroism.” It is
marked on the 27th day in the month of Nisan — a week after the seventh day of Passover, and
a week before Yom Hazikaron (Memorial Day for Israel’s fallen soldiers).
The date was selected by the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) on April 12, 1951. The full name
became formal in a law that was enacted by the Knesset on August 19, 1953. Although the date
was established by the Israeli government, it has become a day commemorated by Jewish
communities and individuals worldwide.
Jews in North America observe Yom Hashoah within the synagogue as well as in the
broader Jewish community. Commemorations range from synagogue services to communal
vigils and educational programs. A few congregations find it more practical to hold
commemorative ceremonies on the Sunday closest to Yom Hashoah. Many Yom Hashoah
programs feature a talk by a Holocaust survivor, recitation of appropriate songs and readings,
or viewing of a Holocaust-themed film. Some communities choose to emphasize the depth of
loss that Jews experienced in the Holocaust by reading the names of Holocaust victims one
after another — dramatizing the unfathomable notion of six million deaths.
Source: www.myjewishlearning.com
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the
enemy of the Jews in the Purim story was Haman, a descendant of Amalek.

to come to
the synagogue to hear Parshat Zachor. It is customary in many shuls to lain Parshat Zachor again Purim night
in shul, for those who were unable to make it on Shabbat. If one was unable to make it to any of those
readings, he should have in mind to fulfill the mitzvah, during the Torah reading on Purim morning.

This is the calendar date on which Mordechai and Esther gathered the Jews of Shushan to pray for G-d’s
mercy and his assistance in vanquishing their enemies. In commemoration of the Jewish people’s fast all
those years ago, the Sages instituted an annual public fast known as Ta’anit Esther. This is observed
every year before Purim, to remind us that we must take the first, often difficult, steps in our
journey back to G-d, to merit salvation and redemption.

Machatzit HaShekel, Wednesday, Erev Purim (March 16, 2022)
In remembrance of the half-shekel given to the Holy Temple in the month of Adar, it is customary to give
the value of three coins with a denomination of half the primary local currency. Thus, in the United States,
the custom is to give three half- dollars.
HaShekel on her
behalf. Additionally, if one has children who are under bar/bat mitzvah age, the custom is for one to give on
their behalf. The money is then given to the needy. The Machatzit Hashekel is given in the synagogue after
Mincha on Erev Purim.

(March 17, 2022)
Reading of the Megillah (Kri’at HaMegilah)
Both men and women must hear the reading of the Megillah (Scroll of Esther) and perform the other basic
Purim mitzvot, which include sending food parcels, giving funds to the poor, and participating in the Purim
feast. It is customary to bring children of school age to the synagogue to hear the Megillah, but they should be
restrained from making a disturbance that would interrupt the Megillah reading. Women who are unable to go
to the synagogue should have the Megillah read to them at home. The reader must read the Megillah from a
Kosher parchment scroll while standing. The congregation stands for the blessings but may sit for the reading.
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Each word of the Megillah must be heard to fulfill the mitzvah of listening to the Megillah reading.

Even missing one word invalidates the mitzvah. One must, therefore, be extremely careful to pay
attention to the reader and to refrain from talking. If you did not catch a word or phrase, you can read the missing words from printed Megillah text.
The reader should re-read the name, Haman, if noise in the synagogue has drowned it out. The time for the
evening Megillah reading is from the appearance of the stars until dawn. The time for the morning Megillah
reading is from sunrise to sunset. In pressing circumstances, it may be read before dawn.

Food Parcels (Mishlo’ach Manot)
On Purim day (but not at night) men and women must send a gift called Mishloach Manot to one fellow Jew.
The package must contain two kinds of food or drink which are edible without further preparation. Food requiring preparation, money, clothing, or other gifts do not qualify. Although one is required to only send to
one person, it is customary to encourage joy, friendship and brotherly love by sending parcels of food stuffs to
many friends. Ideally, one should be sure that at least one of the Mishloach Manot contains meal type foods
(chicken, meat, bread, wine, vegetables etc…). This Mitzvah can also be accomplished by inviting someone
over for the Seudat Purim (see below).

Gifts to the Poor (Matanot Le-evyonim)
All men and women must give gifts to the poor on Purim day. The minimum requirement is to give gifts, valued at the amount necessary to purchase a meal, to at least two poor persons. Those who are liberal with
their giving on Purim will be blessed. It is of great merit to distribute gifts generously to the poor, for there is
no greater joy before G-d than the happiness of the orphan and widow. It is therefore incumbent upon us to
aid the disadvantaged with an open hand. Nowadays to insure one fulfills this superbly important Mitzvah,
the custom is to send money before Purim to organizations who will distribute it on one’s behalf on Purim
day. Some of the local organizations who do so are The Ark (arkchicago.org/purim/) and The Chicago Purim
Fund (cpfund.org).

The Purim Feast (Seudat Purim)
The Purim Feast is held after Mincha, while there is still daylight outside, i.e., while it is still Purim proper. One
may extend their Purim Seuda into the evening following Purim if one wishes to do so, however, it is not necessary to do so.

PURIM JOY AT LJCAGBI
Associated with Purim is the Mitzvah of Purim joy. We will be celebrating
Purim this year on Wednesday evening March 16th
& Thursday, March 17th. The reading of the
Megillah will take place on Wednesday night at
7:05pm & Thursday at 7:30am (Schacharit starts at
7:30am).
Following the Wednesday night Megillah reading, there will be a break-fast
dinner followed by a celebration. (Please see page 14 of this Bulletin for details.)
Mincha Purim day will be at 1:30pm.; Maariv will be at 7:30pm.
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Pesach Practices 2022
Mechirat Chametz- Selling the Chametz
One is not allowed to eat, own, or derive pleasure from their chametz during Pesach. Therefore,
one must sell their chametz through the Rabbi prior to Wednesday, April 13 th. See the Mechirat
Chametz form for more details regarding this procedure.

Bedikat Chametz/Search for Chametz
Bedikat Chametz, the search for chametz, takes place on Thursday night, April 14 th after 8:00 pm.
Before the search, the blessing of “Al Biur Chametz” is recited. After the search, Kol Chamira
(nullification declaration, for unidentified chametz) is recited. Those who are traveling or are
otherwise unable to do the search that night, should do so (without a bracha) on the last night
they will be present in their home.

Ta’anit Bechorim/The Fast of the Firstborn
Firstborn males, bechorim, are required to fast on Erev Pesach in commemoration of the final
plague, Makat Bechorot, when G-d spared the life of every first-born Jew. This year the fast will be
observed on the Friday, April 15th. As in all years, the fast can be circumvented by participation in
a Siyum, which will be held in the synagogue, following Shacharit at 7am.

Sof Zman Achilat Chametz/Latest time to eat Chametz
One must finish eating all Chametz by 10:15am on Friday morning, April 15 th.

Bi’ur Chametz- Burning/Destroying of the Chametz
The Biur Chametz procedure this year is on Friday morning (April 15th) before 11:30am. One
should burn the Chametz they found during the prior night’s Bedika, as well as any other Chametz
that they will not be selling prior to Pesach. If one does not have access or ability to burn one’s
chametz, one may crumble it and flush it down the toilet. Once one has disposed the last of the
Chametz in their possession they should then recite the Kol Chamira (nullification of the
Chametz), also before 11:30am.

The 1st Seder Night
Since the first night of Pesach is on Friday night and coincides with Shabbat, one must make sure
to light the candles for Yom Tov and Shabbat before Shabbat begins. This year, candle lighting
time is 7:12pm. One should finish one’s afikomen by 12:50am
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The 2nd Seder Night
Since the second night of Pesach coincides with Motza’ai Shabbat, one must make sure to wait
until Shabbat is over before prepping any of the food or lighting the candles for the holiday. This
year, the earliest time for such activity is 8:15pm.
The second night of Pesach is the first day of Sefirat HaOmer.
One should finish one’s afikomen by 12:50am.

Erev the last days of Pesach- Eruv Tavshilin
When the second day of Yom Tov falls on Shabbat it is rabbinically forbidden to cook or prepare
on Yom Tov for Shabbat. When executed properly, Eruv Tavshilin allows one to prepare on Yom
Tov for Shabbat. On erev Yom Tov, this year Thursday, April 21st, one sets aside two types of
food, one cooked and one baked. The selected items are held in one’s hands while the bracha
and subsequent Aramaic text, as they appear in the siddur, is recited. It is necessary to
understand the text as it is recited. If one does not understand the Aramaic text, it should be
recited in one’s native language.

Yizkor Candle
It is customary for those who will be reciting Yizkor to have a Yizkor candle, representing the soul
of their departed loved one, lit in their home for Yom Tov. If one is able to procure one, it is best
to acquire a 48 hour Yizkor candle, and to light it on Erev Yom Tov, this year Thursday, April 21,
before one kindles the Yom Tov candles.

Off the Subject—Part 2
Chaim Yankel and his wife Rachel lived in Chelm. One winter morning while listening to
the radio, they hear the announcer say, "We are going to have 3 to 4 inches of snow today.
You must park your car on the even-numbered side of the street so the snow plow can get
through." Chaim Yankel goes out and moves his car.
A week later while they are eating breakfast, the radio announcer says, "We are expecting
4 to 5 inches of snow today. You must park your car on the odd-numbered side of the street so
the snow plow can get through." Chaim Yankel goes out and moves his car again.
The next week they are having breakfast again. The radio announcer begins, "We are
expecting 10 to 12 inches of snow today. You must park--," but then the power goes out.
Chaim Yankel says to his wife, "Rachel, I don't know what to do!"
Rachel replies, "Why don't you just leave it in the garage this time?"
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Quiz
Where, in our shul, does
the “picture” on the
right appear?
Answer next bulletin
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