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Chanukah is one of the most widely celebrated and wellknown holidays on the Jewish calendar. Despite it being rabbinic
in status and thereby a relatively late addition to the pantheon of
Jewish holidays, it is arguably the most famous holiday for both
Jew and non-Jew alike, other than perhaps Passover and Yom
Kippur.
Why is this the case? Where did Chanukah gain such
prominence?
There are multiple approaches one can take to answer this
question.
From a sociological perspective it is entirely germane to
consider that perhaps Chanukah’s popularity has nothing to do
with the holiday itself. Rather, during the 20th/21st centuries in
America, Chanukah has received a major publicity boost from its
calendrical association with the most famous and widely
celebrated non-Jewish holiday on the calendar, X-mas. This close
proximity to X-mas and being viewed by many as the “Jewish Xmas” has most certainly increased renown and popularity.
Another consideration as to the source for Chanukah’s
popularity, in contrast to the other holidays, perhaps has to do with
the manner in which the Jewish people observe Chanukah. Most
Jewish holidays necessitate copious amounts of effort, sacrifice,
resources and time. From spending hours beforehand preparing
the traditional lavish holiday meals to the need to refrain from
everyday activities on the holidays themselves; Jewish holidays
tend to be very involved experiences. However, Chanukah is of
Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued on page 4

President’s Perspective
We have reached the middle of Marcheshvan, the Jewish Year’s late January/early
February after the rush of the New Year Holydays. We had beautiful
services with many from the Congregation taking part, and I want to
express all our gratitude to those who helped put everything together.
Marcheshvan also offers us relaxation and return to the routine.
This affords us an opportunity to gain perspective on the new year,
reviewing our thoughts and insights from the Days of Awe and the
Time of our Rejoicing. This can help us prepare for the year ahead,
starting with our next celebration next month, Chanukah.
We look forward to more visits from the Jazz Rabbi, more Zoom
drashot, more sponsored kiddushim, more communal activities, and
we look forward to welcoming more new members as they move to
the neighborhood, to the community.

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A G Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two daily minyanim
for Shacharit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It continues to be difficult
to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full
minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning.
Please attend whenever you are able.

Thanks for your help
Thanks to Stuart Kalman & Paul Kramer who helped usher during High
Holiday Services.
Thanks to our babysitters, Adina Kalman & Sarah Kramer
Thanks to Rychard & Yadviga for helping set up.
And thanks to Walsh Security and the Lincolnwood Police Department.
Steve Kramer
Sergeant-at-Arms
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Refuah Sheleima to:
Joyce Chabner
Helen Rosenberg
Joyce Sklar

Condolences to the family of:
Evelyn Lane
Angel Newman
Mickey Silberman
brother of Joe Silberman

Announcements
Mazal Tov:
To Elizabeth & Mitch Dayan on the birth
of a grandson to Mariya & Max Dayan

Thanks to the Congregation
To all who sent condolence cards, meals and
made donations in memory of my brother,
Mickey. Even though I couldn't sit shiva in
Chicago due to Yom Kippur ending the few
hours of shiva we sat in New Jersey, it meant
so much to be comforted with all your
acknowledgements and kind words. Rabbi
Meyers was very helpful in helping us sort out
the applicable laws in a very timely
and supportive fashion. Our LJCAGBI family
remains strong. We pray that we can all
celebrate smachot with each other soon.

To Renee & Joe Silberman on the birth of
a granddaughter, Mina Faye
(Nechama Fayga) born to Adina &
Ricky Silberman

Rabbi Meyers’ Teaching
Tuesday evenings Choice of Topics

See
website or
Thursday evenings
Drasha
call the
on Weekly
office for
Torah portion
times
On Zoom— For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyers’
classes, please go to www.ljcagbi.org, Adult Education tab

Joe Silberman and Family

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin!
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so everyone
will know about it! Send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard
copy to the Shul office before the deadline, January/February 2022 issue, Friday, December 17, 2021. All
material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts must also be
approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for
further details.
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another breed. The minimum requirement to observe Chanukah on a ritual level is to light one candle each
night. It’s hard to find an easier mitzvah on the Jewish calendar than that of the Chanukah menorah. Even
those who choose to go above and beyond, what halacha refers to as mehadrin min hamehadrin, need only
increment their candle count each night, corresponding to that night of the holiday. Furthermore, there are no
restrictions as to which physical activities can and cannot be done on Chanukah.
Chanukah observance is practically effortless and perhaps that is why many people have included
Chanukah celebration in their Jewish lifestyle.
However, perhaps there is a more profound reason, beyond the calendrical coincidence and ease of the
mitzvah that have led to Chanukah’s ubiquitous observance amongst Jews across the globe.
In Jewish literature the soul of man is represented by a candle. “כי נר ה' נשמת אדםthe soul of man is the
candle of G-d”, King Solomon so eloquently proclaimed in proverbs 20:27. The soul is likened to a candle.
Unfortunately, if it gets too cold, windy, rainy or snowy outside, a candle can become extinguished. It will blow
out.
And like a candle, there are moments and periods in the Jew’s life when he/she may feel like their candle
has been extinguished. When the cold, the wind, the snow and the rain of the world around us become too
much, we can feel like our own candle has blown out. We no longer feel the G-dly warmth inside us.
And so, every year on Chanukah, the Jew lights the Menorah to symbolize that no matter how dark or cold
or windy it is outside, no matter how distant they may feel from G-d, the hidden flame, the soul of the Jew is
always waiting to catch fire. All it needs is the simple strike of the match.
And so perhaps it is for this reason that Jews the world over, no matter their level of observance, feel a
connection to Chanukah and the menorah. Because the theme of Chanukah is that even if our connection to
Judaism has gone into hibernation, and our relationship with G-d has lain dormant during the year, the flame of
the menorah is always burning, like a pilot light waiting to spread its flame.
During this Chanukah season I bless us all with the strength to find the hidden flame within ourselves, to
find that warmth, and to connect with each other; with community; with family; with G-d, and ultimately with
ourselves.

Share Your Story Shabbat
On November 13, during kiddush, Silvia
Panitch will share her story of becoming a
doctor, leaving Argentina for the US and her
road to LJCAGBI. We hope you'll join us to get
to know SIlvia better. Kiddush sponsorships are
welcome!
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Off the Subject
A tale from Chelm:
Late one night, Shmuel noticed his friend Avrum underneath a streetlight searching for something on
the ground.
“What are you doing, Avrum?
“I’ve lost my keys, please help me look for them.”
A while passed with no success.

“Avrum, where exactly did you loose those keys?”
“I lost them in that alley over there”
Shmuel was dumbfounded. “So why are we looking here?”
“Because the light is better here.”
An Israeli cop is patrolling the highways, when he pulls over a young driver speeding way beyond the
speed limit.
The cop proudly walks up to the driver's window: "I've been waiting for you all day!"
To which the kid replies: "I tried to get here as fast as I could..."
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat

To attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup form
under the worship tab. Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if you don’t
have access to a computer or have any questions.

6

Services & Candlelighting Times
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From the Catering Department
I hate to admit it, but I seem to like winter less the older I get. I don’t have the same tolerance for the cold, let
alone snow and ice. I guess I’ve always been a spring/summer person. I love seeing things grow and seeing the
flowers pop-up from their winter snooze. Of course, at this time I should be getting ready to fortify myself for the
winter ahead. Try as I might, I can’t seem to remember when I actually liked, not merely tolerated, cold weather. I
used to have a little sign that said; “whether it’s cold or whether it’s hot, you gotta have weather, whether or not”.
Now I know that kids seem to like cold weather more than adults, but maybe that’s just me trying to remember a
time when I must have liked winter. Many times I wonder why I’m still living in the cold north when I could be
living in the warm south…but then I remember, I do like the change in weather. I tolerate heat much easier than
cold. Actually, I used to go away in the coldest month, February, to Acapulco, where the average temperature was
89 degrees. But when I would have to go away alone, it was no longer enjoyable for me. I guess there’s a message
here. Anyhow, I admit that getting used to the cold Chicago winters again has not been easy for me, but I manage.
On a more pleasant note, watching my great grandchildren grow up is quite an experience. What I don’t
understand is how time just seemed to take over without my being aware of it. Thank g-d for the wonderful
memories…sometimes they’re like a movie in my head. I know how old I am, but I don’t feel the years, thank g-d.
Now I don’t want to scare you but, it won’t be long till the year-end holidays are here, oiy vey. Every year they
seem to come around sooner than expected. Why is that? And is it only me that thinks so? Hmmm.
Some newsworthy information: When Paul Newman died, they said how great he was but failed to mention he
considered himself Jewish; he was born half Jewish. When Helen Suzman, the woman who helped Nelson Mandela
died, they said how great she was but failed to mention that she was Jewish. On the flip side of the equation, when
Ivan Boesky or Andrew Fastow or Bernie Madoff committed fraud, almost every article mentioned they were
Jewish. However, when Ken Lay, Martha Stewart, Gov. Edwards, Conrad Black, Gov. Ryan and Gov.Blagojevich
messed up, no one reported what religion or denomination they were, perhaps because they were not Jewish. This is
a reminder of a famous Einstein quote. In 1921, Albert Einstein presented a paper on his then-infant Theory of
Relativity at the Sorbonne, the prestigious French university. He said: “If I am proved correct, the Germans will call
me a German, the Swiss will call me a Swiss citizen, and the French will call me a great scientist. If relativity is
proved wrong, the French will call me a Swiss, the Swiss will call me a German, and the Germans will call me a
Jew.
A belated L’shana tova,
Shirley Derdiger

(C) Rine Photographics
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Happy Day Cards
Due to rising postal rates and printing costs, LJCAGBI has decided to raise the cost of Happy Day
Cards, postage included, from $3.00 to $5.00. Cards bought without postage will be $4.25. Earning
fund credit will be $4.00.
Even at these new rates, you can see this is still a bargain compared to getting separate cards and
postage for simchas and sympathies!
We also have lovely Tribute cards for sale. They are on fine white ragstock paper embossed with
gold leaf for special occasions at $10.00 each; blue ink for general occasions at $5.00 each; and
memorial cards in black ink, also $5.00 each. All cards include postage. Fifty cents will be deducted if
bought without including postage. Earning fund credit will remain $4.00.
So, if you want to send special greetings in a meaningful way, please keep in mind, Happy Day!
Merle Warshausky,
Happy Day Card Chairman
847-675-8454

Thanks to Everyone Who Helped with Rabbi Meyers’
Appreciation Dinner and Concert
I especially want to thank my committee for all your help: Aaron Goldman, Dan Gutstein, Yonah
Gutstein, Henry Kalter, Michael Kirshner, Marcia Kramer, Jeff Light, Anna Moscovitch, Darlene Piell, Gayle
Pliskin, Renee Silberman, Joyce Sklar, Janice Thall and Merle Warshasky.

Thanks to Henry Kalter, Marcia Kramer and Jeff Light for putting together the Ad Book, with a special
thanks to Adina Silberman for the beautiful cover artwork.
Thanks to all those who contributed to the ad book, as well as those who solicited ads from outside the
congregation to make this a success program, including Jeff Light, Anna Moscovitch, Joyce Sklar, Rabbi
Meyers and family, and everyone else who contributed to these pages.
Thank you to Michael Kirshner and Starr Kosher for the great food.
And thanks go to Rabbi Wall and his band, who provided an outstanding concert.
Finally, thanks to the LJCAGBI staff, Chava Gutman and Janice Thall in the office and Richard and
Jadwiga in preparing the rooms for this event.
While the welcome to Rabbi Meyers and his family was delayed because of restrictions due to Covid, the
transition to a celebration of Rabbi Meyers’ first year meant that we had even more to celebrate. May we have
many more celebrations together as a congregation in the future.

Paul Kramer

The Succah Crew
Thanks to the team that assembled and disassembled our Succah:
Larry Brown
Rob Chimberoff
Aaron Goldman
Gary Goodman
Caleb Gutstein

Dan Gutstein
Eyal Gutstein
Yonah Gutstein
Sawyer Jacobson
Henry Kalter
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Russel Katz
Paul Kramer
Rabbi Hillel Meyers
Rabbi Yehuda Meyers
Rabbi Greg Wall

Thanks to LJCAGBI Simchat Torah Fund Sponsors
Simchat Torah was a lovely event, with lively hakafot and dinner courtesy of Michael and Annie
Kirshner. The Simchat Torah luncheon completed the festivities, again this year outdoors. Thanks
to Ryszard and Yadwiga for setting up the outdoor seating and to Starr Kosher Catering, for providing all the delicious meals.
A special thanks to each of the Simchat Torah Fund sponsors. This fund helps to pay for kiddushim
throughout the year, and these funds are much appreciated. This year’s sponsors of the LJCAGBI
Simchat Torah Fund are:
Beverly Alpern
Dr. Marc & Eileen Feder
Bobbie Fink
Alex & Leah Goldstein
Gary Goodman
Dr. Daniel & Kari Gutstein
Yra & Janice Harris
Paul & Marcia Kramer

Jeff & Edie Light
Rabbi & Chavie Lehrfield
Dr. Dave Marcus
Stuart & Regine Meisel
Larry & Arlene Miller
Myron & Anna Moscovitch
Max & Dr. Silvia Panitch
Louis & Helene Reiff

Please note that this bulletin is online at
www.ljcagbi.org/bulletin.
To print calendars, flyers or order forms, go
to the bulletin page needed, and print the
page(s) you would like. Perfect for
refrigerator door decor.

Come have a L'Chaim and socialize with us on
Shabbat after davening. Everyone is welcome.
Our libations are not funded
by the Shul; therefore,
consider making a donation to
the Kiddush Club.
Send a check to the office
labeled "Kiddush Club".
Join us to raise a glass!
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Dr. Carlton & Paula Resnick
Mitchell Sandler
Dr. Mike & Renie Schreiber
Arnie & Joyce Sklar
Dr. Joe & Renee Silberman
Jerry, Merilyn & Janice Thall
Merle Warshausky
Wini Weisman

Kristallnacht—November 9-10
Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass) took place between 9 and 10 November, 1939 when non-Jewish
Germans and SA paramilitary killed and arrested thousands of Jews all across Austria and Nazi Germany. It
was the first time that Nazi policies against Jews became violent on such a large scale. The name is derived
from all of the broken glass in the streets after smashing the windows of synagogues and Jewish-owned stores
and buildings.
The Devastation
About 30,000 Jewish people were arrested and taken to concentration camps, while Jewish schools, homes
and hospitals were damaged and ransacked. Over 7,000 Jewish businesses were destroyed and over 1,000
Jewish synagogues burned. Foreign journalists reported on it as it happened and their stories shocked the
world.
Pretext
After receiving news that his family was expelled from Germany and stuck without any money or food in
a refugee camp close to the Polish border where they were refused entry, Herschel Grynszpan assassinated
German diplomat Ernst vom Rath in Paris. When Hitler heard news that Vom Rath had died from his wounds
on November 9, he left a Nazi dinner party abrubtly. Joseph Goebbels said that the Fuhrer decided that the
party would not organize demonstrations, but should they happen spontaneously, they should not be stopped.
His message was clear to the party leaders: they were expected to organize a pogrom
www.historyonthenet.com
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