
  

September-October 2021  Issue 5 

Inside this issue 

Rabbi’s Message                     1,4 

President’s Perspective               2 

Calendar of Events        5 

Schedule of  Services           6,7 

High Holiday Schedule            8,9 

Guest Column         14,15 

 

Rabbi:Yehuda Meyers 

Rabbi Emeritus: Joel Lehrfield, PhD 

LJCAGBI Bulletin 

Published bi-monthly 

(6-7 issues per year) 

 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation  

A.G. Beth Israel 

7117 North Crawford Ave. 

Lincolnwood, Illinois 60712 

 

Phone: 847.676.0491 

www.ljcagbi.org 

Rabbi Meyers’ Message 

Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued on page 4 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 

Bulletin 

 One of the most overlooked biblical holidays of the Jewish calendar 
year, both in terms of study and practice, is Sukkot.  

 The days and weeks leading up to Sukkot are also the days and 
weeks leading up to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  The time that 
would normally be spent studying the laws, customs, and themes of the 
holiday of Sukkot is taken up by the focus given to two of the most 
important holidays on the Jewish calendar, Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur.  

 In addition, in terms of observance, Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur are the High Holidays, and two of the most intensely observed 
days on the Jewish calendar, even by those who are not strongly 
affiliated with Judaism.  What follows is what some Jewish sociologists 
refer to as “High Holiday burnout”.  Once the High Holidays are over, 
many feel like they have had their “Jewish fill” and put Judaism on the 
back burner, only to be brought forward at Pesach (Passover) time.  All 
in all, Sukkot seems to have gotten the short end of the stick.   

 It is therefore fitting that we consecrate this space, the yearly high 
holiday bulletin, to studying and understanding a little bit more about 
Sukkot.  And this year in particular, it is appropriate to start at the 
beginning with the name of the holiday.  

The word “Sukkot”, is the plural form of the word Sukkah, the outdoor 

hut which we dwell in on the holiday.  Many of us are aware of the 

nature of the mitzvah to sit in a Sukkah on Sukkot; we are supposed to 

have our meals there, ideally sleep there, and in general spend our free 

time over the holiday in the sukkah (all three, weather permitting). 
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President’s Perspective 

Come have a L'Chaim and socialize with 

us on Shabbat after davening. Everyone 

is welcome. Our libations are not funded 

by the Shul; therefore, consider making 

a donation to the Kiddush Club.  

Send a check to the office labeled "Kiddush Club".  

Join us to raise a glass! 

Rabbi Meyers’ Teaching 
 

Tuesday evenings   Choice of Topics  See 
         website or  
Thursday evenings       Drasha               call the 
       on Weekly         office  for
                 Torah portion         times 
On Zoom— For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyers’ 

classes, please go to www.ljcagbi.org, Adult Educa-

tion tab  

My fellow congregants, as summer is drawing to a close, to give way to the busy Fall Holidays, we seem to be in 
a hurry this year. We will already be starting Sukkot by the time the calendar says Autumn. And while the 

general approach in our modern society is to view the Fall as a time to reflect and slow down, 
our tradition has a slight variation on that. While it is undeniable that Spring is the season of 
rebirth, and we celebrate freedom with Passover, we have another, perhaps deeper rebirth 
upon us.  
 

One of the great gifts G-d gives us is the possibility of forgiveness and promise of 
redemption. Rosh Hashanah as the Day of Judgment, Yom Kippur as the Day of Atonement, 
and Sukkot as the Time of our Rejoicing is a spiritual rebirth we are privileged to celebrate 
every year (well, every year that we can). 
 

I hope to see everyone in Shul this year, if not on these Holidays, then on assorted Shabbatot 
and at other events. As befitting of the season, I beg the forgiveness of each of you, and I 
assure each of you I have taken no offense over the course of time and forgive any perceived 
slight. 

 

L'Shanah Tovah Tikateivu V'Tehateimu - May you be written and inscribed in the Book of Life for a year of 
blessings of good health, learning something new every day, with prosperity and joy ever abundant. And may our 
shul grow beyond our expectations! 
 
                   Daniel A. Gutstein 
                   President   

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend 
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A G Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two daily minyanim 
for Shacharit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It continues to be difficult 
to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full 
minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. 
Please attend whenever you are able. 
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 Announcements 
Mazal Tov: 
 

To Shirley Derdiger on the birth of a great 

granddaughter 

To Elyse & Yakov Baylis  on their tenth 

wedding anniversary 

To Rabbi Mark & Chava Gutman on the 

birth of a grandson 

To Lynn & Marty Scharaga on the birth of 

a grandson to Jessica & Chris, and a 

granddaughter to Abbe & Aaron 

Scharaga 

Condolences to the family of: 

Pauline Friedman 

 grandmother of Martha Meyers 

Charles Snyder 

 

Refuah Sheleima to: 
 

 Arnold Kahn 
 Jerry Kahn 
  bothers of Robert Kahn 

HIGH HOLIDAY 
PARKING NOTICE 

 
Please do not use the parking 
lots of local businesses during 

the High Holidays, including the 
lot on Touhy.  

 
These businesses have been 

gracious not to tow away cars 
belonging to members and their 

families in the past, but their 
good will may not last forever. 

Let’s be good neighbors. 

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin! 
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so everyone 

will know about it!  Send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard 

copy to the Shul office before the deadline, November-December 2021 issue, Monday, October 18, 2021. 

All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content.  Inserts must 

also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 

847.676.0491 for further details. 
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Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued from page 1 

 However, what is striking about the name of the holiday isn’t that it mentions Sukkah, rather that the holiday 

isn’t Sukkah in the singular, instead it is Sukkah in the plural.  

 The plural form for holiday of Shavuot, meaning weeks, is in reference to the weeks leading up to the holiday, 

which we all observe.  On Passover, the holiday is called Chag HaMatzot, referencing the numerous times over the 

holiday in which there is a mitzvah on each individual to eat Matzah.  However, on Sukkot, the name is formulated 

in the multiple, even though there is only a mitzvah for each person to sit in one Sukkah.  There is no requirement or 

mandate to go Sukkah hopping over Sukkot.  Why then does the Torah itself, and our liturgy as well, refer to it as 

Chag HaSukkot?  

 Perhaps the Torah, and following in its footsteps, our rabbis, were trying to send a message in referring to the 

holiday in the plural form of the word Sukkah.  Because while it is true that one only needs one Sukkah, their own 

Sukkah, to fulfill their Mitzvah, the Torah wants us to see beyond ourselves, not only in terms of our physical lives, 

but in terms of our spiritual observances as well.  

 After spending the last month and a half, with the time leading up to Yom Kippur, the day of ultimate 

judgement focused on personal repentance and introspection, we are in danger of becoming overly self-focused.  It 

is all about me and my personal relationship with G-d.  

 Therefore, immediately following Yom Kippur, the during the holiday we have just days later, we are reminded 

that the Jewish vision isn’t for individuals to live in their own bubbles or huts all by themselves.  We are 

commanded to join with a community of fellow Jews engaged in a joint pursuit of G-dliness.  And that journey, that 

journey into the wilderness of the search for divinity begins with all of us going out together, in numerous huts, 

united in our vision of building a more G-dly world around us.  

 

               Shanah Tovah u’Mutekah, 

                Rabbi Yehuda and Martha Meyers and family  

Beverly Alpern 

Carol Deer 

Helaine Ellenby 

Eileen & Marc Feder 

Roberta Fink 

Natalia Pascal & Ron Ganellen 

Gloria & Jay Goldstein 

Judy & Gary Goodman 

Marcia & Paul Kramer 

Edie & Jeff Light 

Paula & Carl Resnick 

Joyce & Arnie Sklar 

Roberta & Norman Snitovsky 

Merle Warshausky 

Wini Weisman 

Holiday Bimah Flower Fund 

Thanks to all those who provided funding to beautify the bimah with flowers for the high holidays 

and throughout the year.  Your support is very much appreciated.  
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High Holiday Babysitting/Youth Activities 
Babysitting will be offered in the newly-renovated playroom for children through age 5.  

 
An additional play area is available for children 6 and up in the library. Parental supervision is required. 

 
Hours will be 10am –12:30pm on both days of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur  

as well as during Kol Nidre and Nilah. 
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Schedule for Daily/Holiday/Shabbat             Services & Candlelighting Times
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Schedule for Daily/Holiday/Shabbat             Services & Candlelighting Times 

To attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup form 

under the worship tab.  Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if you don’t 

have access to a computer or have any questions. 
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Holiday Season Schedule 

        Daily Selichot will proceed Shacharit Services 

        Erev Rosh Hashanah – Monday, September 6 
          Shacharit & Hatarat Nedarim    8:30am 
          Mincha & Maariv        7:00 pm 

          Candle lighting        6:55pm (She’he’chi’yanu) 

        Rosh Hashanah Day 1– Tuesday, September 7 
          Shacharit          8:45am 
          Tashlich      (It may be recited until Hoshana Rabba) 
          Mincha & Maariv        6:45 pm 

          Candle lighting & Kiddush after    7:55pm 
           (She’he’chi’yanu, be sure to have “new fruit” out during Kiddush) 

        Rosh Hashanah Day 2– Wednesday, September 8 
          Shacharit          8:45am 
          Mincha & Maariv        6:45pm 
          Havdalah after         7:54pm 

        Fast of Gedaliah – Thursday, September 9 
          Fast begins         5:13 am 
          Selichot & Shacharit      6:45 am 
          Mincha  & Maariv       6:45 pm 
          Fast ends after        7:44 pm 

        Erev Shabbat Shuva – Friday, September 11 

          Shacharit                           6:45am 
          Mincha/Maariv                 6:30pm  

          Candle lighting                  6:48pm  

        Shabbat Shuva, Parshat Vayeilech – Shabbat, September 12 
          Shacharit                 9:00am 
          Mincha/Maariv        6:45pm  
             Havdalah after         7:49pm 

        Erev Yom Kippur – Wednesday, September 15 
          Selichot & Shacharit       6:45am 
          Mincha                    2:00pm  
          Kol Nidrei                   6:30pm  

          Candle lighting                6:39pm (She’he’chi’yanu) 
       

        Yom Kippur – Thursday, September 16 
          Shacharit          8:45am 
          Mincha          5:15pm 
          Neilah          6:30pm 
          Sounding of Shofar & Maariv    7:35 pm 
          Havdalah after        7:40pm 
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Holiday Season Schedule—continued 
         Erev Sukkot – Monday, September 20 
           Shacharit          7:00am 
           Mincha/Maariv        6:30 pm 

           Candle lighting        6:30 pm (She’he’chi’yanu) 
           Kiddush after         7:25 pm (She’he’chi’yanu) 

         Sukkot Day 1– Tuesday, September 21 
           Shacharit                 9:00am 
           Mincha/Maariv        6:30pm 

           Candle lighting and Kiddush after    7:31pm (She’he’chi’yanu) 

         Sukkot Day 2 – Wednesday, September 22 
           Shacharit                 9:00 am 
           Mincha & Maariv        6:30 pm 
           Havdalah after        7:29pm 

         Chol HaMoed Day1– Thursday, September 23 
           Shacharit                           6:45am 
           Mincha & Maariv                  6:30pm  

         Chol HaMoed Day 2 -  Friday, September 24 
           Shacharit                           6:45am 
           Mincha & Maariv                  6:23pm  

           Candle lighting                  6:30pm  

         Chol HaMoed Day 3 - Shabbat, September 25 
           Shacharit                 9:00am 
           Mincha & Maariv        6:20pm 
           Havdalah after        7:24pm  

         Chol HaMoed  Day 4 - Sunday, September 26 
           Shacharit                           8:30am 
           Mincha & Maariv                  6:25pm  

         Hoshana Rabbah – Monday, September 27 
           Shacharit          6:30 am  
           Mincha & Maariv        6:25 pm 

           Candle lighting        6:18 pm (She’he’chi’yanu) 
           Kiddush after           7:10 pm (She’he’chi’yanu) 

         Shmini Atzeret – Tuesday, September 28 
           Shacharit          9:00am    
           Kohelet 
           Mincha & Maariv         6:15pm 
           Dinner followed by Hakafot 

           Candle lighting & Kiddush after    7:19 pm (She’he’chi’yanu)  

         Simchat Torah – Wednesday, September 29 
           Shacharit followed by Hakafot     9:00am 
           Mincha /Maariv        6:15pm 
           Havdalah after         7:17pm  



10 



11 

Please note that this bulletin is online at www.ljcagbi.org/bulletin. 
 

To print calendars, flyers or order forms,  go to the bulletin page needed, and print the 

page(s) you would like.  Perfect for refrigerator door decor. 
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The order form below is available for printing at www.ljcagbi.org/?page_id=2708 
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From the Catering Department 

 How can it be that the Holidays are here already?.  What happened to summer?  I must have blinked. 

 I know I’ve mentioned it before, but I grew up in Albany Park.  From 8 years old and even after I got 

married.  Same building, different apartment.  My parents lived in the same apartment I grew up in.  Change 

did not come easily to me and mine.  I didn’t move out till I married and had two kids.  Then I moved to West 

Rogers Park, which is where Dudley, of blessed memory, grew up.   

 The next move was to Lincolnwood and our first house.  After five years, we moved to our present house, 

which we built to specs, and still occupy.  Our kids only know Lincolnwood as our home.  They all went to 

school here.  I guess we’re creatures of habit.  We’re founders of our wonderful shul and have great memories 

of its beginning.  The stores where we davened and the stores as classrooms for our initial Hebrew school.  It 

didn’t seem like so much at the time, but looking back it was outstanding.  I remember holding services in the 

Lincolnwood School, Hebrew school too, and than, of course, the stores in our earliest days.  It’s hard to 

believe so much time has gone by, but those days were very special.  I won’t bore you with the memories but if 

you have questions, just ask me. 

 We started Sisterhood at almost the same time, and we held  luncheons in the Hyatt Hotel on the corner of 

Lincoln and Touhy Avenue.  We were really “gung ho”  in everything we did.  We held luncheons, and we 

raised money, always looking ahead.  And we held affairs in the Lincolnwood schools.  We were new and not 

afraid to take chances and from these beginnings our wonderful  Shul sprang.  And the most important thing, at 

every event Sisterhood had, everyone wore a hat.  I had a closet filled with shelves of hats.      

 It must be time for a joke.  Husbands are the best people to share secrets with.  They’ll never tell anyone 

because they aren’t even listening.  Men say that women should come with instructions.  What’s the point of 

that?  Have you ever seen a man actually read instructions? 

                  Till next time, 

                     Shirley Derdiger  

Off The Subject 

 A nasty anti-Semite walks into a bar and is about to order a drink when he sees a guy close by with kippa, 

tzitzit, and payot. He doesn't have to be an Einstein to know that this guy is Jewish. So he shouts over to the 

bartender so everyone can hear, "Drinks for everyone in here, bartender, but not for that Jew over there." 

 Soon after the drinks have been handed out, he notices that the Jewish guy is smiling, and waves to him and 

says, "Thank you." 

 This infuriates him and in a loud voice, he once again orders drinks for everyone except the Jew. But as 

before, this does not seem to worry the Jewish guy who continues to smile, and again says, "Thank you." 

So the guy says to the bartender, "What's the matter with that Jew? I've ordered two rounds of drinks for 

everyone in the bar except him, and all he does is smile and thank me. Do you know who he is? "Of course I 

know him," replies the bartender. "He owns the place."  

 

 Harry is very upset indeed when he calls the police on his cell phone. He cries, "Help me please. My car's 

been broken into. The thief has stolen the CD player, the steering wheel, the gearshift lever and the pedals. Oy 

vay, what will I do?" 

 The dispatcher says to him, "Stay calm, I'll ask a police officer to get to you as quickly as possible." 

 Ten minutes later, the police control center gets the following message from the police officer, "Please 
disregard the distress call. The fellow got in the back-seat of his car by mistake." 
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 Chief Cantor Dr. Greg Nogradi (Nógrádi Gergely) is a highly lauded singer of his generation, considered so both 

by experts and audiences.  He has one of the most celebrated voices ever introduced into the world of music. 

 As a student, Nogradi was already recognized for his compelling dramatic tenor voice and passionate performance 

style during his university years, both in Jerusalem and in Budapest.  This talent led him to study at Liszt Ferenc 

Academy of Music in Budapest and Music Academy Stuttgart, where he studied Cultural Management. 

 After winning three major international competitions, Nogradi often found himself in the Verona Arena in Italy 

and sang five or six new leading roles annually. 

 Nogradi made numerous recital and concert appearances throughout the world, from Concertgebouw to Carnegie 

Hall. His performances are major attractions without exception; audiences applaud him all over the globe.  His fifteen 

CDs and five DVDs present a selection of live and studio recordings of this fascinating personality with a captivating 

voice. 

 

                                             

 The road to success was not easy for him. “Gergő”, as his friends call him, had to overcome numerous challenges.  

 Dr. Nógrádi Gergely was born in Budapest in 1971, the child of Varhelmi Judit and Gabor Nogradi. 

 “My mother sobbed at my Brit Milah at Jewish Hospital in Budapest, just to ease my pain. At my Bar Mitzvah at 

the international jubilee of Joseph Schweitzer; mother sobbed again.”   She was scared of possible racist atrocities. 

 “I performed great at my Bar Mitzvah; I thought I am done with Judaism.” 

 “And when I first sang as a cantor for 15,000 people, my mother cried tears of joy; she was so happy and proud.” 

 Gergő admits, he was not an easy child. “My mother always came home crying after parent teacher conferences. 

My father was determined to make a man of his troubled child. My father went to the Hungarian Government to find 

the toughest high school that was farthest from Budapest. I survived the high school years,” Gergő said. 

 But Gergő did not know what to do with his life, so he decided to go to Jerusalem, where he studied at The 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  After a year, he still didn’t know what to do. Gergő returned to Budapest and 

enrolled in the University of Theater Science from which he graduated.  Then he enrolled in various universities such 

as Bartok Bela Conservatory of Music, List Ferecc Music Academy, Stuttgard State Music, and Pecs Political 

Acadamy, just to name a few. 

 Gergely Nógrádi started as an opera singer. His career began at age 20, and within three years, he had performed 

fifteen starring roles throughout the world, travelling frequently. He studied in Berlin for two years and received a 

doctoral scholarship.  

Nógrádi Gergely 
   Cantor, Columnist, Author, Opera Singer, Dad, Jew  - How the Jew became Jewish  

    By Alex Goldstein 

https://gergelynogradi.com/
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 One night he was in Tokyo, in La Boheme, when he called his wife and found out that his child had a high 

fever.  “What am I doing here at the other end of the world?” he thought. He cancelled all his contracts and 

returned home.  He did not sing for ten years after that, even though he received offers to travel abroad, including 

Las Vegas, for significant pay.  However, he ceased travelling, preferring to stay at home with his wife and 

children.  

 Later Nogradi appeared as the guest cantor in synagogue services as well as cantorial programs. After serving 

six years as the cantor of the Frankel Synagogue in Budapest, Nogradi was elected Europe’s #1 cantorial voice at 

the European Cantors Convention in Leeds in June 2015.  

 Why did Gergő become a Cantor?  The best explanation would be dafka, the Yiddish word for spite. “I hated 

to be a Jew,” he said.  

 In 2016, Chief Cantor Nogradi received The Jewish Pavarotti' Award in Palm Beach and in 2017 he received 

the Honorary Envoy of Hungarian Culture and Arts' Certificate from the Ambassador of Hungary in Washington. 

To keep himself busy,  he wrote and published over 50 books. His son and daughter inspired him to write 

children’s books. 

 Gergő holds up to 100 discussions with writers and readers every year throughout Hungary and the world. He 

believes that a successful book needs at least two people; one who writes it, and one who reads it. 

 “I wrote some of the books with my father and our goal was to introduce old Hungarian classic books to a 

new, younger generation of readers. We strived for success in this all over the world to encourage the younger 

generations to read and to create an interest in classic literature. 

 “Our goal was to get younger readers to read quintessential books. This has been achived all over the world by 

rewriting old books for a younger generation. This approach helps to create interest in new readers. As we know, 

books written 200-300 years ago or before are like in a different language. These books have modern terms, slang, 

and lingo. 

 “Unfortunately, the Hungarian culture had an issue with this, and despite the popularity of the writings, and 

with an increasing reader base, the Hungarian culture turned our efforts into a racist issue. Why are those Jews 

rewriting our books?  Yes, my father and I are both Jewish by birth, but we were not practicing Jews.”   And this 

became a turning point in his life. 

 Gergő went to ORZSE Academy and received a PhD at Liturgie and Cantor Academy which turned out to be 

a great decision.  After changing jobs every 4-5 years, he is very happy working as of 2009, as a cantor and 

chazan at Frankel Leo Synagogue. 

 In the last decade, he turned down yearly offers from a Miami Beach synagogue  to perform at the High 

Holidays.  He is loyal to his shul, where he feels at home. 

 He had thirteen concerts in North America in twenty-five days in 2015.  

 Dr. Nógrádi sang twice in New York and in England he received the ”Best Singing Song” award.  Gergő sang 

two distinct days in the world’s most famous concert halls, Carnegie Hall and Manhattan’s Chelsea 

Synagogue.  At the last stop of the concert tour at the Beth El Synagogue in Florida, he recorded a DVD with 

V’shamru.  The foremost concert venues were in Buffalo, Connecticut, Detroit, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Miami, 

Venice, Palm Beach, and Canada, among other places.  

 However, the most esteemed venue was at the impressive new Hungarian Embassy building in 

Washington, with chief conductor Géza Röhrig. At the end of this engagement, Ambassador Réka Szarkoff 

granted the “honorary ambassador” title to Gergely Nógrádi and Géza Röhrig. 

Gergely Nógrádi has brought much attention to Hungarian Jewry, his community, and the Frankel district 

all over the world.  Gergő brought contentment to his community and his mission has finally come full circle. 
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