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While it has only been two months, it seems like much longer.
The last LJCAGBI bulletin came out in the beginning of May. I can
vividly recall my thoughts as I sat down in late April to write the
article for the May/June bulletin. At the time, I felt it was important
to exhort and remind us all, myself included, that even though we
were emerging from the pandemic to the beauty of the summer, we
needed to remember that we are still in exile, we are still living in a
fractured world. We needed to remember that while everything may
appear nice and dandy we had to remember that we still have much
to pray for, much to yearn for as Jews in the exile.
Oh how innocent we were, just two months ago.
Unfortunately, those important, albeit sobering sentiments, that
had to be externally and artificially engendered in late April, have
evolved into the natural understanding and reaction of any thinking
and aware Jew, just two months later.

What started off as a need to forcefully remind ourselves that
even though we were living safe and unscathed in America, yet as
Jews we needed to pray for the safety and wellbeing of our brethren
in Israel, has quickly became personal, as we have borne witness
over the past two months to major news outlets, celebrities, social
media personalities, politicians, and countless other fellow
Americans, have showcased for all to see, their deep seated antisemitism which currently manifests itself in a distorted bias against
Israel, the only Jewish State in the world.

Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued on page 4

President’s Perspective
Welcome to summertime! Everything seems a little more relaxed, the pace a little slower. The sun is
brighter and Saturday Nights are shorter.
This is my first go-round as newly installed President of the Congregation, and it is an honor and privilege
to serve. Starting in the summer time might be a mercy, with that slower pace. It is also a time of year when
many of our fellow congregants are in town, and after over a year pent-up we are seeing more faces at shul than
we have in a long time.
On the Jewish Calendar, summer has another meaning, with the fast day of the 17th
of Tammuz kicking off the "Three Weeks" leading up to Tisha b'Av. From there, we
have only 7 weeks until we welcome the New Year - this year starting the night of
Labor Day!
Looking forward must begin with gratitude and appreciation to Mrs. Marcia Kramer,
who so ably led us the last few years. We look forward to our first anniversary with
Rabbi Meyers on our Bimah, coming up during the fall holidays. And we look forward
to our 3rd times the charm with Mr. Kenny Baker as our High Holiday Master of the
Tefilot. Additionally, a note of thanks to Mr. Michael Kirshner, caterer to the stars, for
continuing to help out wherever he can at shul and with seuda shlishi.
Please continue to support the shul by joining us regularly for prayer services, by sponsoring events, and by
participating in our programming. A shul is a Beit Knesset, a gathering place for the community. We are
strongest when we are all together.
See you in shul!
Daniel A. Gutstein
President

Stand by for our Summer Event
Prepare for a special event in August … you will not want to miss this happening. Look for mor
information in your email or on the shul web page.

Come have a L'Chaim and socialize with us on Shabbat after
davening. Everyone is welcome. Our
libations are not funded by the Shul;
therefore, consider making a donation
to the Kiddush Club. Send a check to the
office labeled "Kiddush Club".
Join us to raise a glass!

Rabbi Meyers’ Teaching
Tuesday evenings Choice of Topics

See
website or
Thursday evenings
Drasha
call the
on Weekly
office for
Torah portion
times
On Zoom— For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyers’
classes, please go to www.ljcagbi.org, Adult Education tab

Off The Subject
A little girl goes to see the doctor. She’s got a pea in one nostril, a grape in the other, and a string bean
stuck in her ear. She says to the doctor, “I don’t feel good.”
The doctor replies, “The problem is clear to me. You’re not eating right!”
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To Anne & Michael Kirshner on the
marriage of their daughter Gita to Ilan
Weiss
To Marcia & Paul Kramer on the
graduation of their daughter Sarah
from NIU in 2020
To Edie & Jeff Light on the eighth grade
graduation of their granddaughter
Hannah Tricker, daughter of Rachel &
Nate Tricker in Charlottesville, Virginia

Announcements

To Anna & Myron Moscovitch on their
50th Wedding anniversary

Mazal Tov:
To Janice & Larry Brown on the
graduation of their daughter Hannah
from Emerson College with a BFA in
Theater Design & Technology with a
concentration in Costumes

To Joyce & Arnie Sklar on the graduation
of their granddaughter Sarena from
Solomon Schechter
To Wini Weisman on the graduation of
her granddaughter Sydney from the
University of Michigan and her
grandson Daniel Wilner from
grammar school

To Leah & Alex Goldstein on the
graduation of their granddaughters
Meira Eliyana from kindergarten and
Aliza Bracha from eighth grade at Arie
Crown Hebrew Day School; Raizel
Rene from Hanna Sachs Bais Yaakov
High School and Elizabeth Jordan from
Niles North High School

Refuah Sheleima to:
Helen Baylis
Joyce Chabner
Arnold Kahn
Jerry Kahn
Bothers of Robert Kahn
Edie Light
Darlene Piell

To Gloria Goldstein on the graduation of
her grandson Ari Goldstein from
Medical School

To Kari & Daniel Gutstein on the
graduation of Eyal Gutstein from
eighth grade

Condolences to the family of:
Eileen Ehrlich
Daughter of Rosalie & Ray Diamond
Leonard Nieder
Max Sokol

To Sue & Henry Kalter on the graduation
of their son Garren from Clark
University
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And even with the most recent war in Israel coming to a close more than a month ago, we still see the
remnants and feel the reverberations of the anti-Israel attitudes that bubbled to the surface during the height
of the conflict.
So here we are, it is now the month of July, and we find ourselves in the middle of the “three weeks” of
mourning, about ready to enter the “nine days”. I would argue that this year, in particular, each and every
one of us should be able to connect more readily with the understanding of how precarious it can be to be a
Jew in exile. Each of us should be able to pray more sincerely and wholeheartedly for redemption, for our
safety, for our prosperity. This should be the year that we connect to and genuinely yearn for the coming of
the Messiah.
However, the beginning of July isn’t only the beginning of the three weeks. As we all know, it is also a
time of celebration of American democracy and independence. It is a time that we appreciate the incredible
gift of being able to live with the freedoms provided to us by the benevolent American government.
Do these two seemingly completely disparate themes fit together? How do we reconcile the mourning
for the temple, the yearning for redemption, the wholehearted acknowledgment that we are Jews in exile,
with the celebration of our freedom and the blessing of American independence? Do we have to pick one or
the other?
I believe that they do not contradict in the slightest. As a matter of fact, celebrating and holding
American democracy close to one’s heart is the natural reaction of someone who genuinely understands the
position of the Jew in exile and yearns for redemption.
Because until that time of ultimate redemption, the freedoms and protections provided to us by the
government of the United States of America are invaluable. Until we experience worldwide Geula, each of us
should also be able to appreciate just how important the health and strength of moral democracy in America
is to each and every one of us. Over 7 million Jews in America need America to continue being the moral
benevolent democracy that it is, and the State of Israel needs the support of the United States government.
And both those things, our personal protection and support for the State of Israel, should never be taken
for granted.
We live in a very complicated time, with many conflicting values being thrown at us from many
directions. But, confronting and addressing those conflicts is what it means to be a Jew. And so this year, as
July 4th falls out in the middle of the “three weeks” we will wave our Stars and Stripes with pride, while at
the same time, praying with full hearts for the redeemer to come to Israel and Zion.

Tu B’Av - The 15th Day of Av
Tu B’Av , this year July 24, is both an ancient and modern holiday. Originally a post-biblical day of
joy, it served as a matchmaking day for unmarried women in the Second Temple period (before the fall of
Jerusalem in 70 C.E.). Tu B’Av was almost unnoticed in the Jewish calendar for many centuries but it has
been rejuvenated in recent decades, especially in the modern state of Israel. In its modern incarnation it is
gradually becoming a Hebrew-Jewish Day of Love, slightly resembling Valentine’s Day in Englishspeaking countries. For almost 19 centuries — between the destruction of Jerusalem and the reestablishment of Jewish independence in the State of Israel in 1948 — the only commemoration of Tu
B’Av was that the daily prayer services did not include the penitence prayer (Tahanun).
There is no way to know exactly how early Tu B’Av began. The first mention of this date is in
the Mishnah (compiled and edited in the end of the second century), where Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel is
quoted saying:
“There were no better (i.e., happier) days for the people of Israel than the Fifteenth of Av
and Yom Kippur, since on these days the daughters of Israel/Jerusalem go out dressed in
white and dance in the vineyards. What were they saying: Young man, consider whom you
choose (to be your wife)? (Ta’anit, Chapter 4)
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Tisha B’Av Schedule 5781/2021

Live and on Zoom

5

Schedule for Daily/Shabbat
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Services & Candlelighting Times

To attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup form
under the worship tab. Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if you don’t
have access to a computer or have any questions.
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An Overview of the Three Weeks and Nine Days

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin!
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so
everyone will know about it! Send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline, September-October 2021 issue, Wednesday,
August 18, 2021. All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or
content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the
Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further details.
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