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“I wonder what it would be like to live in a world where it
was always June.”

Those words, uttered by the fictional Anne of Green Gables
well over a century ago, are something I’m sure many native
and life-long Chicagoans think about every spring and summer.
After all, the flowers are in bloom, the birds are chirping,
the sun is shining, and the world feels like a brighter, more
colorful, and cheerier place. Schools are starting to go on
summer recess, camps are beginning, the smell of barbecues
waft in the breeze, and there is almost palpable enthusiasm in
the air. What more could one ask for from the weather?
All this summer buzz and excitement can be readily found
during a normal year, and even more so, in a year like this one.
As we are beginning to thaw our way out of the pandemic, the
warm weather and prospects for an “open” summer are like
succulent sweets for the mind and spirit.
And yet the irony of the Jewish calendar is that right in the
heart of the summer, right when it is prime time for summer fun
and relaxation, we have three weeks of mourning thrust upon us.
Every year, sometime during the months of June, July and
August, the Jewish calendar observes three weeks of mourning
for the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem and its associated
tragedies nearly 2000 years ago. The three weeks begin with the
fast of the 17th of Tamuz, the day when the Roman siege broke
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President’s Perspective
Dear Fellow Congregants,
This year, Spring arrived with an extra early flourish before reminding us that it was still April with a
threat of snow and definite autumn chill. The early arrival of spring flowers always lifts my spirits as a
harbinger of nature’s beauty. We have also seen a proliferation of vaccinations, with a vast majority of our
regular service attendees fully vaccinated.
On April 11, we resumed the Yom HaShoah commemoration, ably presented by
Renee Silberman, with readings from the Meggilat HaShoah beautifully presented by
Regine Meisel, Matthew Silberman and author Howard Reich. The program this year was
sponsored by CIBC, along with individual donations from members of the Shul. A shout
out to our new unofficial Shul video mavin, Sarah Kramer.

While it takes a great deal of imagination and advance planning to present online
programming, we hope to rise to the occasion in the coming months, even as we make
plans to increase in-person attendance for services and other events. Thanks to Rabbi
Meyers’ classes, we always have a point of connection on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings. No reservations are required, but the Rabbi already has a large and loyal
following each week.
Shavuot begins on Sunday night, May 16 and ends Tuesday evening, May 18. While we are not
ready yet to have a full pre-Shavuot dinner this year, we will have in-person davening and an evening of
study. Plans are still in the works with the details, but we can be sure it will be an interesting evening of
study and prayer.
If you have any ideas for study, davening or programs you would like to see in the future, feel free
to give me a call or send an email. We welcome all input and inspiration!
Marcia Kramer
President

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin!
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so
everyone will know about it! Send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline, July-August 2021 issue, Wednesday, June 16,
2021. All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts
must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at
847.676.0491 for further details.
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Condolences to the family of:
Rabbi David Lehrfield
Brother of Rabbi Joel Lehrfield
Marilyn Richman
Mother of Elizabeth Dayan

Announcements
Mazal Tov:
To Yaakov Baylis on the 25th
anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah
To Edie & Jeff Light on the Bat Mitzvah
of their granddaughter Hannah
Tricker, daughter of Rachel & Nate
Tricker of Charlottesville, Virginia
To Rabbi & Mrs. Yehuda Meyers on the
birth of their daughter, Adira Pesya

Thanks to the Congregation:
For the best wishes received on the occasion of
our granddaughter Hannah’s Bat Mitzvah in
Charlottesville, Virginia

Refuah Sheleima to:

Edie & Jeff Light

Max Sokol

Rabbi Meyers’ Teaching
Tuesday evenings Avot/Talmud
See website or
Thursday evenings Drasha on Weekly call office for
Torah portion
time
On Zoom— For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyer’s classes,
please go to www.ljcagbi.org, Adult Education tab

(C) Rine Photographics
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Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued from page 1

thru the walls of the ancient city of Jerusalem. The days of mourning end with the 9th of Av, the day when both
the first and second temples were set ablaze and burned to the ground. During these three weeks there are a
variety of customs of mourning that are observed, including but not limited to; no weddings, concerts, and other
sorts of overtly joyous celebrations and activities.
As a child growing up, I always groaned with disappointment when the “three weeks” would arrive,
grumbling about the 21-day long Debby Downer that would rain down on my summer vacation. I constantly
found myself wondering why we couldn’t commemorate the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash in the month of
February when the weather was already lousy. To a child and adolescent it seemed “unfair” to ruin some of the
few good weeks on the Chicago calendar.
With age and life experience comes clarity and understanding.
On the most fundamental level, the “three weeks” correspond to specific dates on the calendar, and therefore
we cannot just move them to whenever we would like, no matter the inconvenience. Additionally, as I have gotten
older, I have grown to appreciate that there is perhaps a subtle message that we can imbibe from the fact that the
“three weeks” always fall out in the heart of the summer, but I will frame it in terms of this year in particular.
Thank G-d, it seems like things are finally really turning around for our community, in terms of the pandemic.
With an extremely high vaccination rate, the Jewish communities in Israel, America and Chicago specifically are
poised to be able to begin to see life slowly but surely return to “normal”. And all of this seems to be with
impeccable scheduling, just in time for the summer. Summer camps, vacations, concerts, barbecues, picnics,
carnivals, pool parties; in due time it appears as if all those activities will be within reason and approved by the
medical and rabbinic agencies.
No doubt, with all these activities resuming, it will feel like a time for celebration, which in many senses it is.
The pandemic has been beyond challenging on so many levels for so many people, and the fact that we can start to
return to normal is most definitely a tremendous blessing.
However, this year before the month of June even comes to a close, we are given a reminder, a wake-up call,
that even in a world where we can have barbecues and beach balls, there is still something missing. We are still
living in a fractured world. We are still living as Jews in the exile. We are still mourning that we ourselves, and
the world as a whole, are missing truth, missing G-dliness.
We are still living in a world where the high court in France recently ruled that Sarah Halimi’s killer can’t be
put on trial for murder because he was high on marijuana.
We are still living in a world where Gaza residents continuously fires rockets into Israel.
We are still living in a world that needs so much fixing.
This year, the three weeks serve as a reminder that even as we make our way out of this pandemic, there is still
much to pray for and much for us, in partnership with G-d, to repair in this fractured world.

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A G Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two daily minyanim
for Shacharit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It continues to be difficult
to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full
minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning.
Please attend whenever you are able.
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Thanks for Yom Ha’Shoah Program Help
Many thanks to Rabbi Meyers, Sarah Kramer, Larry Miller and Steve Kramer for all your assistance in
bringing our Yom Hashoah program together as a virtual presentation. We also thank our participants Regine
Meisel, Itzchak Hoffman, Howard Reich and Matthew SIlberman. And finally, we thank all of you who tuned
in to observe Yom Hashoah with LJCAGBI.
Renee and Joe Silberman

If you are a skilled photographer, and are willing and able to take high quality digital pictures of
the stained glass windows in the downstairs social hall and the Bet Medrish, please email:
bulletin@ljcagbi.org. Your help will be greatly appreciated.
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat
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Services & Candlelighting Times

To attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup form under the
worship tab. Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if you don’t have access to a
computer or have any questions.
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Shavuot Schedule of Events 5781/2021
Sunday 5/16—Erev Shavuot Evening Schedule:
Candle Lighting

7:48pm

Shavuot class

7:00pm—7:50pm
(in person and on Zoom)
In Person only:

Mincha
Class
Maariv

7:55pm
8:10pm
8:40pm

Learning Continue

9:00pm—11:00pm

Monday 5/17—1st Day of Shavuot
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv

9:00am
7:55pm

Candle Lighting

8:49pm

Tuesday 5/18—2nd Day of Shavuot
Shachrit
Mincha/Maariv

900am
7:55pm

Havdalah

8:50pm

(C) Rine Photographics
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From the Catering Department
I must admit that I've forgotten that I have to write an article for this bulletin. I guess that this happens when so
much time is spent indoors.
I can barely remember going anywhere in such a long time. I don’t have to shop—it’s done via the phone. Is this
what we’re going to call “the new normal?” I don’t know if I can adjust. I will if I must, of course, but it doesn’t seem
right. I’ve always used my phone a lot, but never like I do now. I’m sure I’m not the only one making adjustments.
When I go out, it’s been to take a walk and get some fresh air. Even my family is hesitant to come to visit, for my
protection. I appreciate their concern but thank goodness we’re all being careful.
It’s hard to believe that we’re into spring already, the weather has been rather mild, and it’s lovely. I really love
springtime with all the newness happening. You see buds on the trees and flowers and you know that very soon these
buds will be beautiful blooms. It really is my favorite time of the year. I enjoy the warmth that I know is coming. I
like to try and hold on to this kind of weather when winter coats are no longer necessary. And I guess it’s because it’s
the time of new growth and the prospect of summer being not far away. Just the idea of not needing a heavy coat when
making a quick trip to the Jewel is very refreshing. And I do hope that everyone knows how important it is to get
vaccinated. It protects everyone. By the way, if you would like to have a companion to walk with, come on over, I’ll
be happy to walk with you.
Since I go for regular walks I find I’m meeting neighbors I didn’t really know and I also find that I’m running into
old friends that I haven’t seen in a while. And the exercise is healthy. I look forward to seeing you soon. Stay well
and safe and make sure you’re vaccinated.
Do you like to get discounts? I sure do. Here’s the names of just a few shops that give seniors discounts:
Dress Barn 20% off (55+),Kohl’s 15% (60+), Ross stores 10% Tues.(55+), AMC Theaters up to 30% (55+), Motel 6
Stay free Sun. Nites (60+), Best Western 40% off (55+), Bally Total Fitness ($100) off membership (62+). Feel free to
call me for more discounts on airlines and rental cars
I think we should finish with a joke: If you throw a red stone into the blue sea, what will it become? Answer: wet.
How can you lift an elephant with one hand? You’ll never find an elephant that has one hand.
Stay well,
Shirley Derdiger

See website or call
office for times.
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The Czech Republic and Israel: A Unique Friendship
Alex Goldstein

How Czechoslovakia Helped Israel Win the Independence War
The Czech Republic is viewed by many people as a country with a very long and friendly relationship with
Israel. During the era of Communism, when Czechoslovakia was under Soviet influence, this was not the case,
because an independent sovereign foreign policy was virtually impossible. For most of the time between 1948 and
1989, the Soviet Union maintained close relations with Arab countries hostile to Israel, and Moscow’s satellites were
forced to apply the same policy in the Middle East.
I would like to focus on three important individuals who had a long lasting effect on the history of CzechIsrael relations.
We will begin with the first Czechoslovak president, Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk; second will be his son Jan
Masaryk; and last, but not least, will be Václav Havel, the first democratic president who was elected after 1989. All of
them were great personalities who played an immensely important role in Czech history, and they were all friends of
the Jewish nation. Thanks to these three figures, the history of freedom and democracy in Czech lands is also a history
of good relations with Jews and Israel.
In the first half of the 20th century, the first Czechoslovak President Tomáš G. Masaryk was well known for
his sympathy toward Zionism. Moreover, long before he became president, he had fought anti-semitism in the Hilsner
Affair in the early 1900s, when Leopold Hilsner, a Jewish vagrant, was falsely accused of murdering two young nonJewish women for ritual purposes. He was also a staunch sympathizer of the Zionist movement and pleaded for the
creation of a Jewish state. It is also worth mentioning that in 1927 he was one of the first state officials to visit the
then-British mandate of Palestine. This event was a great moment for the Zionist cause, even though his visit was
unofficial. Thus, the roots of Czech strong pro-Zionist, or pro-Israel, sentiment lie in the thoughts and policies of
Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, who influenced the way of thinking of future generations of democratic politicians in the
Czech Republic.
At that time, Czechoslovakia belonged to a small group of states that officially recognized Jewish nationality
and granted Jews full civil rights. During the Masaryk era, three congresses of the World Zionist Organization took
place in the Czech cities of Prague and Karlovy Vary. In addition, in 1927, Masaryk was the first head of state to visit
the Yishuv. In recognition of this warm friendship, the Jewish state honored Masaryk by naming a kibbutz after him,
Kfar Masaryk,כְּ פַר מַ סָּ ִריקas well as streets in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa.

Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, president and
founder of Czechoslovakia, visited the
Old City of Jerusalem with Rabbi Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeld, 1927. (Central
Zionist Archives, Harvard University
Widener Library)

Israeli stamp honoring
Tomáš G. Masaryk
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The commencement of very close relations between Czechoslovakia, or the Czech Republic, and Israel
dates back to tumultuous times before the establishment of the Jewish state.
Jan Masaryk, son of Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, then foreign minister, followed in his father’s
footsteps. He was also an ardent supporter of the Zionist cause, and in 1947 Czechoslovakia was one of 33
countries to vote in favor of the UN partition resolution recommending the establishment of a Jewish state.
Czechoslovak support for Israel continued even after the Communist putsch in February 1948.
On May 18, 1948, four days after Israel’s declaration of independence, Czechoslovakia was among the
first countries to recognize the State of Israel. Diplomatic relations between the two countries were established
on July 3, 1948.
Czechoslovakia provided not only political but also military support, which was crucial for Israel’s
victory in the first Arab-Israeli War. Under an embargo imposed by the United Nations, Jewish forces were
short of arms and ammunition. Czechoslovakia had been the only country willing to sell weapons to the
Yishuv after World War II. The newly established Jewish state, therefore, bought military aircraft and
weapons from Czechoslovakia. Twenty-five Avia S-199 fighters, 61 Supermarine Spitfire fighter aircraft, and
other weapons and ammunition were sold to Israel. The exact numbers are hard to find due to lack of records,
but during the year 1948, Israel purchased from Czechoslovakia 34,500 Mauser P-18 guns, 20,000 bayonets,
almost 50 million bullets, 5,515 Spandau MG-34 light machine guns with 10,000 ammo belts, 500 ZB-26 light
machine guns, 900 ZB37 heavy machine guns, and 500 CZ vz. 27 pistols with ammunition.
Another problem Israel had to face in 1948, beside the arms shortage, was the shortage of trained and
experienced air force pilots. Training Israeli pilots in Czechoslovakia was thus also highly important for the
new Israeli army. Specifically, 82 pilots and 69 ground specialists were trained in Czechoslovakia. Training
was conducted in air bases in České Budějovice, Hradec Králové, and Prostějov. Many of these pilots later
became part of the First Fighter Squadron of the Israeli Air Force. One of these people was the future
commander of the Israeli air force and Israel’s president Ezer Weizman.
The eloquent words of the first Israeli Prime Minister, David Ben Gurion, show the significance of
help from Czechoslovakia: “They saved our country. I don’t doubt it. The Czech weapons were the most
important help that we got. They saved us, and I doubt very much that we would have survived the first month
without them.” And he is not the only Israeli official known for making such a claim. For instance, Yitzhak
Rabin, an IDF commander in Israel’s War of Independence and later Israel’s prime minister, said that “without
the arms from Czechoslovakia… it is very doubtful whether we would have been able to conduct the war.”
Anti-Zionism became common all over the Eastern Bloc, and even Czechoslovakia could not avoid it.
In this respect, the infamous Slánský trial of 1952 must be mentioned. Rudolf Slánský was secretary-general of
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, and the second most powerful man in Czechoslovakia after President
Klement Gottwald. His Jewish origin was one of the main reasons he was chosen to be the showcase in this
show trial. Along with 13 other high-ranking Communist officials (11 of whom were also of Jewish descent),
he was accused of a Zionist-Titoist-Trotskyist conspiracy and charged with high treason. All the defendants
were forced to plead guilty of spying, treason, sabotage, and disclosure of military secrets. In this show trial,
Rudolf Slánský and 10 other accused people were sentenced to death and hanged. The remaining three people
received a life sentence. Show trials like this were not uncommon in the Eastern Bloc. They were inspired by
trials in the USSR. Similar trials had also been staged in Poland, Hungary, and Bulgaria.
Recent military cooperation must be mentioned, too. For instance, in late 2008, Israel was the only
country that agreed to help train Czech helicopter pilots and crews in desert conditions for their upcoming
mission in Afghanistan. The training was conducted in the Negev Desert. Israel considered this an
opportunity to express its gratitude to the Czechs for training Israeli pilots during the first Arab-Israeli war.
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Yom Yerushalayim—28 Iyar 5781—May 10, 2021
Jerusalem Day (Hebrew: ויישורי םוי, Yom Yerushalayim) is an Israeli national holiday commemorating the
reunification of Jerusalem and the establishment of Israeli control over the Old City in June 1967. The Chief
Rabbinate of Israel declared Jerusalem Day a minor religious holiday to thank G-d for victory in the Six-Day War
and for answering the 2,000-year-old prayer of "Next Year in Jerusalem". (hebcal.com)
“I am speaking to you from the plaza of the Western Wall, the remnant of our Holy Temple. ‘Comfort my
people, comfort them, says the Lord your God.’ This is the day we have hoped for, let us rejoice and be glad in
His salvation. The vision of all generations is being realized before our eyes: The city of God, the site of the
Temple, the Temple Mount and the Western Wall, the symbol of the nation’s redemption, have been redeemed
today by you, heroes of the Israel Defense Forces. By doing so you have fulfilled the oath of generations, ‘If I
forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning.’ Indeed, we have not forgotten you, Jerusalem,
our holy city, our glory. In the name of the entire Jewish people in Israel and the Diaspora, I hereby recite with
supreme joy, Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has kept us in life, who has
preserved us, and enabled us to reach this day. This year in Jerusalem – rebuilt!”
–General Shlomo Goren, Chaplain of the IDF, at the Western Wall

“The Wall was before us. I trembled. There it was as I had known it—immense, mighty, in all its
splendor...overcome, I bowed my head in silence.”
–General Uzi Narkiss, Head of Central Command during the Six Day War

Off The Subject
Sam meets his friend Moshe in Old Orchard shopping center. "Hi Moshe, I haven't seen you for some
months. So nu? How is the Company doing that you set up with Maurice last year?"
"Well, as I told you then, I put up the money and Maurice put in his business experience. But things have
changed a bit since then."
"What do you mean?" Sam asks.
"Now Maurice has the money and I have the business experience."

A Jewish man is speeding down the highway at 1 a.m. A policeman stops him and asks, "Where are you to
racing to at this hour?"
"To a lecture," the man responds.

"Who will give you a lecture at this hour?” the policeman asks.
"My wife," was the reply.
Benjy the dentist was also a golf fanatic and would often take time off work for a round of golf. One
day, he told his secretary to cancel all his appointments. She was also to leave the following voice mail
message on his phone:
'Dr Benjamin is fully occupied today as he needs to fill 18 cavities. Please call tomorrow for an
appointment. Thank you.'
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