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“Where flowers bloom, so does hope - and hope is the precious,
indispensable ingredient.”
Lady Bird Johnson uttered those words in Washington D.C. over 55
years ago on October 1, 1965.
In context, she was referring to the war on poverty. However, over the
past half-century, millions have found inspiration and meaning in the
profundity of her words across the human experience.
And while there are certainly no flowers blooming yet here in Chicago,
we know we are on our way.
The temperature has begun to warm as the days and weeks of single
digits and the constant barrage of snowfall seems to be behind us. Our
beloved city has started to thaw its way out of this past year’s frozen tundra
of a February and we can look forward to longer days, more sunlight, and
yes, perhaps even by the end of April, the blooming of flowers.
It is interesting to note that no matter how early in the year we
celebrate Pesach, this year as early as March 28, it is always in the spring.
This, of course, is not by chance. The Torah specifically commands in
numerous places that the Pesach holiday must always fall out in the spring:
אבִיב
ָׁ ה
ָׁ עשִיתָׁ פֶסַ ח לַיהו ָׁה אֱֹלהֶיָך כִי בְח ֹדֶ ש
ָׁ ְ אבִיב ו
ָׁ ה
ָׁ שָׁמֹור אֶת ח ֹדֶ ש
)א: (דברים טז.מצְרַ י ִם לָׁיְלָׁה
ִ מ
ִ הֹוצִיאֲָך י ְהו ָׁה אֱֹלהֶיָך
The reason this command is needed is because the months of the
Jewish calendar are based on the moon phases and the time it takes for the
moon’s synodic orbit around the Earth. This synodic orbit (not to be
confused with the 27.3 day sidereal orbit) of the moon around the earth,
takes approximately 29.5 days. If you multiply that by twelve (the months
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President’s Perspective
Dear Shul family:
March begins the anniversary of the impact Covid-19 has had on all our lives. Like the slaves in
Egypt, we have been under increasing pressure to be more cautious, more isolated and more aware of the
implications of the rapid spread of the virus. Like the slaves in Egypt, we bide our time until a return to
freedom, one that entails sacrifice and new obligations, but will reopen our doors to friends and family to
be together as a people.
Last year at this time, we didn’t yet know what was ahead—cancellation of services,
isolated holiday celebrations, and a belief that “Zoom” is the noise a Mazda makes when
rev’ing the engine. But now we are coming full circle, with optimism for the future.
People are getting their vaccines (some of you have had a second one by now), and we
know what we can do, together and alone, to make our lives meaningful.
Purim this year, with limited services offered and a hilarious Purim program, was a
good reminder of what we can do together. Rebbitzen Martha’s cooking class
(hopefully you have been attending these charming and tasty classes), kicked off our
celebration with a variety of hamantaschen options. Then participating in services and
megillah reading, in person or virtually via Zoom, and sharing a break-fast meal (albeit in our own homes),
while admiring the talented thespians among our members, is my idea of a satisfying Purim celebration.
And I hope it was the same for you. Thank you to the many people who made this possible.
Pesach this year begins on Saturday evening, March 27. There are extra special preparations to make
for a Saturday evening first seder, as we must be ready to go for Pesach on Friday. The Rabbi will be
talking about that in more detail, in the Bulletin or in his weekly Zoom class on Tuesday nights at 8:00 pm.
In the meantime, we as a Shul continue to plan for holidays, events, programs and anything and
everything to satisfy our spiritual needs in this time of plague. Our annual Yom Ha’Shoah program is
scheduled for April 11 (details in the Bulletin).
Wishing everyone a joyous and healthy month of Adar and a hopeful Pesach.
Marcia Kramer
President

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin!
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so
everyone will know about it! Send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline, May-June 2021 issue, Wednesday, April 16,
2021. All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts
must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at
847.676.0491 for further details.
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Condolences
to the family of:
William Fagman
Debby Goodman
Aaron Kawer
Tess Rosenbush
Daughter-in-law of Mimi Rosenbush

Raisa Sporn
Mother of Natalia Pascal

Announcements
Mazal Tov:
To Dr. & Mrs. Barry Baylis on the birth of
a grandson to Elyse & Yaakov Baylis
To Dr. Ron Ganellen & Natalia Pascal on
the engagement of their daughter
Tanya to Elliot Pollack
To Dr. Arlene & Larry Miller on the birth
of a grandson, Benjamin Myron, to
Rebecca & Austin Blank

Rabbi Meyers’ Teaching
Tuesday evenings Taste of Talmud
8:00 pm
Thursday evenings Drasha on Weekly
Torah portion 8:00 pm
On Zoom— For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyer’s classes,

To Rabbi Mark & Chava Guttman on the
engagement of their son Adam to
Tzivia Linfield

please go to www.ljcagbi.org, Adult Education tab

"Thank you for all the support, kind words and wonderful memories of our Mom,
Debby Goodman, on her passing in January. Her memory truly is for a blessing, for us
and for LJC. We found photos and files of programs going back decades, with many
of your names on them, as participants, committee members and honorees. Going
through them has brought us solace and allowed us to regain memories of happier
times together. Thank you for being such an important part of our Mom's life.
Marcia & Paul Kramer and the Goodman family

3

Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued from page 1

of the year), it creates a year with a total of 354 days. Consequently, the 12 months on the fixed Jewish calendar rotate
between 29 and 30 days, totaling 354 days in the year as well.
However, while this works nicely for having a lunar calendar in which the twelve months of the year follow the moon,
it doesn’t play out well in having a consistent relationship between the months on the calendar and the seasons of the year.
The seasonal weather of the year is determined not based on the moon’s orbit of the Earth, rather it is determined by the
position of the Earth relative to its approximate 365.25 day orbit around the sun. This, in fact, is by what the common solar
calendar is determined. It assumes the year is around 365.25 days, and then divides that by twelve to create the months of
the year. This is why, for the most part, the weather is more or less the same (or very similar) every January, June, October
etc…
However, a lunar calendar, that is based solely on the moon, completely ignores the fact that the solar year is much
longer than just the moon’s orbit multiplied by twelve. As a matter of fact, a strict adherence to the lunar calendar would
result in losing eleven-plus days every year (365.25 minus 354), and in just three years the lunar calendar would lose over a
month! Consequently, without any adjustment, assuming Pesach on year one was in the middle of April; in just ten years,
Pesach would be in the middle of August, and in 25 years, Pesach would be in the middle of January!
To prevent this distortion from happening, the Jewish calendar adopts a 19-year cycle, with a leap year in seven of
those years, in which an extra month (a second Adar) is inserted. This leap year cycle enables the calendar to stay balanced
and maintain the integrity of the months lining up properly with the seasons of the year the same as they were when the
calendar was originally set.
In summary, the Jewish calendar’s months are based on the moon, with its years determined in large part by the sun. It
is for this reason that the Jewish calendar is neither a lunar calendar nor a solar calendar, rather it is a lunisolar calendar.
And all of this, all of the effort, all of the complex and precise calculations that go into creating and maintaining this
calendar is due to that one verse and command we quoted above- Pesach, the 15th of Nisan must always be in the spring.
Why? What is so integral about the spring that Pesach must always be during that time of year?
There are numerous approaches to answer this question. However, one that is perhaps more pertinent for this year
brings us back to those penetrating words of Lady Bird Johnson. On Pesach, we commemorate the Exodus out of Egypt. It
is not a celebration of our survival in the desert nor our entry into the land of Israel. On Pesach we exclusively
commemorate leaving Egypt. When we left Egypt we were still lacking what it meant to be a nation. We didn’t have a
clear mission and vision yet since we hadn’t yet received the Torah. We had no land to call our own; we were still 40 years
away from that. We had no monarchy or set form of government established, and we had no central place of worship
because the Mishkan wasn’t yet built. We didn’t even know how we were going to survive in the desert in our journey to
the land of Israel.
Seemingly, we didn’t have much of anything. What then do we have to celebrate on Pesach year after year?
The answer- we are celebrating hope. On Pesach, after decades of slavery, when we finally took those first steps out
of Egypt, our freedom, our nationhood began to blossom, it was starting to bloom. That’s what we are celebrating every
year. We celebrate the ability to see the light at the end of the tunnel. We celebrate the hope and belief that things will
improve. And perhaps this year we need that message more than ever. Judaism tells us that even hope, even just the
beginnings of the blooming, that too is worth celebrating. And even while much remains unknown, we may even still be
missing much of the basics of normal life, but we can celebrate the beginning of the blooming, we can celebrate hope.
Hope that we will see a brighter future for ourselves, our community, our nation, our people, and our world.
Chag Sameach!
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Save the Date
Yom Ha’Zikaron observance Tuesday evening April 13/Wednesday, April 14.
Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration Wednesday evening, April 14/Thursday, April 14.
Email in early April will contain details.
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Schedule for Daily, Shabbat & Pesach
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Services & Candlelighting Times

To attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup form under the
worship tab. Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if you don’t have access to a
computer or have any questions.
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Pesach Schedule of Events 5781/2021
Thursday 3/25 - Ta’anit Bechorim (fast of the firstborn)
Shacharit and Siyum
7:00am
Mincha/Maariv
6:55pm
Bedikat Chametz
)Bracha and Kol Chamira recited) - after 7:52pm

Friday 3/26 – Erev Shabbat
Latest time to burn/destroy Chametz
(no Kol Chamira, no Bracha - 11:54am)
Candle lighting
6:52pm
Mincha/Maariv
6:55pm

Shabbat 3/27 - Erev Pesach
Shacharit
8:30am
)starting with Nishmat)
Latest time to eat chametz
10:51am
Latest time to destroy and annul chametz
)Kol Chamira recited)
11:54am
Mincha/Maariv
6:45pm
Candle lighting (with Shehechiyanu)/Kiddush/Havdalah/Earliest Seder start time- 7:54pm

Sunday 3/28 - 1st Day of Pesach
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv

9:00am
7:00pm

Candle lighting (with Shehechiyanu)/ Kiddush/Earliest Seder start time- 7:55pm

Monday 3/29 - 2nd Day of Pesach
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv
Havdalah

9:00am
7:00pm
7:56pm

Tuesday 3/30—Thursday 4/1 - Chol HaMoed
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv

6:45am
7:00pm

Friday 4/2- Chol HaMoed/Erev last days of Pesach
Shacharit
Candle lighting
Mincha/Maariv

6:45am
7:00pm
7:05pm

Shabbat 4/3 – 7th day of Pesach
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv

9:00am
7:00pm

Candle lighting/Kiddush and Havdalah – 8:02pm

Sunday 4/4- Last day of Pesach
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv
Havdalah

9:00am
7:00pm
8:03pm

The Chametz in your home may be used after 9:03 pm.
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Pesach Practices—5781/2021
Mechirat Chametz- Selling the Chametz
One is not allowed to eat, own, or derive pleasure from their chametz during Pesach. Therefore, one must sell their
chametz through the Rabbi prior to Friday, March 26. See the Mechirat Chametz form for more details regarding this
procedure.
Ta’anit Bechorim, The Fast of the Firstborn
Firstborn males, bechorim, are required to fast on Erev Pesach in commemoration of the final plague, Makat Bechorot,
when G-d spared the life of every first-born Jew. This year due to Pesach falling out on Saturday night, the fast will be
observed on the Thursday prior to Pesach, March 25. As in all years, the fast can be circumvented by participation in a
Siyum, which will be held in the synagogue, following Shacharit at 7am. The Siyum will be livestreamed on Zoom for
anyone who cannot make it to Shul. Zoom info will be sent out before Pesach.
Bedikat Chametz- Search for Chametz
Like the Ta’anit, Bedikat Chametz, the search for chametz, is also pushed up and takes place on Thursday night, March
25 after 7:52pm. Before the search, the blessing of “Al Biur Chametz” is recited. After the search, Kol Chamira
)nullification declaration, for unidentified chametz) is recited. Those who are traveling or are otherwise unable to do the
search that night, should do so )without a bracha) on the last night they will be present in their home.
Bi’ur Chametz- Burning/destroying of the Chametz
This year, since Pesach falls out on Saturday night, the Biur Chametz procedure is split into two stages.
On Friday morning )March 26), one should burn the Chametz they found during the prior night’s Bedika, as well as any
other Chametz that they will not be selling or consuming prior to Pesach.
On Shabbat morning )Erev Pesach, March 27), the latest time to eat Chametz is 10:51am. We will start davening early
Shabbat morning )8:30am) to insure everyone will be home in time to make HaMotzie on bread and finish eating it prior
to that time. One should make sure to eat the bread portion of their meal away from all their Pesach dishes and to be
completely done prior to 10:51am.
If there are any crumbs remaining behind, one should flush them down the toilet before 11:54am. Once one has
consumed/disposed of the last of the Chametz in their possession they should then recite the Kol Chamira )nullification
of the Chametz), also before 11:54am.
The 1st Seder Night
Since the first night of Pesach coincides with Motza’ai Shabbat, one must make sure to wait until Shabbat is over before
prepping any of the food or lighting the candles for the holiday. This year, the earliest time for such activity is 7:55pm.
The same is true for the second night of Pesach.

Additional information on all aspects of Pesach observance can be found on the cRc web site:
https://www.crcweb.org/Pesach2021.php

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A G Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two daily minyanim
for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It continues to be difficult to
guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full
minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning.
Please attend whenever you are able.
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From the Catering Department
Well, does it seem like winter’s been here for six months, at least? I don’t know about you, but I’m tired
of the cold and the snow and the cold again. In general, I’m a warm weather person. I’ll take a beach over a
snowy hill anytime. And warm…I love warm weather, I rarely, if ever, complain about it being too hot. I
may run into a cool place for a moment or two, but I prefer hot weather to cold anytime.
For many years I spent the month of February in Acapulco. I miss that, but I can’t do it alone. Funny,
but there’s so much I can no longer do alone. Like dancing. I love to dance, but it’s not something you do
alone. Eating, now that’s easily something you can do alone. It’s not something you even think about,
being alone. I guess everyone likes to be alone sometimes. When I’m reading I can be alone because I’m
transported somewhere else for the short periods of reading time.
I’ve always been fond of reading. I remember getting my first library card. I lived in Albany Park at the
time and I was so happy to be able to take out two books at a time. When I got a little older and was able to
take five books at a time I felt so important. Books have always been a way to be transported. When I got
my first library card I was into sports, not doing all the sport things, but reading about those who were
accomplished at many sports. As a kid I was very active and like most kids, into many sports. But
somehow I always loved to read. That must come from being an only child. Even today, as long as I’ve got
a book to read I’m content. Lucky me, I live just a stone’s throw from the Lincolnwood Library. Whenever
I would have to be in the car for long drives, I’d always have a book with me. It also helped keep me from
being a backseat driver. And I read just about everything. I even read the newspaper very thoroughly.
Whenever I have to take public transportation, I always have a book with me. And if I’m a passenger in the
car and we’re going somewhere that’s farther away than ten or fifteen minutes, I always have a book with
me. I’m not too fussy about what I read, but absolutely no horror stories. The only downside came once
when I was reading something very funny on a bus and I started laughing and of course people looked at me
funny.
Well, it seems like winter is not only still here, but doesn’t seem to want to let up, so I guess I’ll have to
get a few more books at the library. To all of you , think happy thoughts, and laugh a bit more, it couldn’t
hurt and hopefully the next time I write to you we’ll have spring weather. When I was a little girl we had a
plaque on the wall that said…whether it’s cold or whether it’s hot, we got to have weather, whether or not.
Everyone, keep warm, spring is on the way.
Shirley Derdiger
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Getting Creative on Tu B’Shevat
Thanks to everyone who participated in Tu B'Shevat Paint Night, in conjunction with YU Torah
Mitzion Kollel. We really appreciated the expertise of Emma Katz, who led us through the creative
process, painting our own trees. We hope to be able to do this again soon. It was fun, collaborative,
yet safely distanced. And the supplies were provided to make it easy.
Thanks to everyone at the YU Kollel for their help in making this a successful program.
Marcia Kramer

If you are a skilled photographer, and are willing and able to take high quality digital pictures of
the stained glass windows in the main sanctuary, both social halls and the Bet Medrish, please
email: bulletin@ljcagbi.org. Your help will be greatly appreciated.
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Online Learning with Rabbi Meyers
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Yom HaZikaron—4 Iyar 5781—April 14, 2021
Yom HaZikaron was set aside on the day before Yom HaAtzmaut as a time of memorial for soldiers who lost
their lives fighting in the War of Independence and in other battles or wars.
In Israel, it is a solemn day in which all places of entertainment and many businesses are closed. Two-minute
sirens are sounded throughout the nation, one in the evening marking the beginning of the holiday and one prior
to a public national memorial ceremony.
The date for the remembrance for those who lost their lives defending Israel’s freedom was selected by the
Knesset (Israeli Parliament) shortly after Israel became a state. The following year a formal law was enacted
setting aside remembrance in the nation of Israel and among Jewish communities worldwide. While Yom
HaZikaron has been traditionally dedicated to fallen soldiers, commemoration has also been extended to civilian
victims of terrorism.

As sirens sound in the evening, the entire country comes to a halt. Workers stop, cars pull to the side of the
road, occupants wander from their homes as the nation of Israel literally stands silently to honor those who have
fallen in defense of their homeland. During this two minute period of silence, the national flag of Israel is lowered
to half-staff alongside the Western Wall.
Public ceremonies are held throughout Israel during the day. Many schools, synagogues and public buildings
offer memorials for those who have died from their community. Prior to noon, a second siren sounds noting the
beginning of public prayer, Scripture/Torah reading and recitations at the national military cemetery on Mt. Herzl,
where many of Israel’s leaders and soldiers are buried. Similar ceremonies are held in cemeteries across the
nation.
As the sun sets, the day ends with the official ceremony of Israel Independence Day on Mt. Herzl and the flag
of Israel is returned to full staff. Honoring Israel’s fallen soldiers on the day before Yom HaAtzmaut is intended
to bring to mind the sacrifice that soldiers and their families paid to secure Israel’s independence.
Shiva.com

Off The Subject
I’m not having much luck with jobs lately.
I couldn’t concentrate in the orange juice factory; wasn’t suited to be a tailor; the muffler factory was just
exhausting; couldn’t cut it as barber; didn’t have the patience to be a doctor; didn’t fit in the shoe factory;
pool maintenance was too draining and I just couldn’t see any future as a historian.
Benny was talking to his best friend Harry. "You know Harry, I can't understand why you failed in
business. You had such good ideas."
"Too much advertising was the main reason for my failure," replied Harry.
"But I can't remember you spending a penny on advertising all your life," said Benny.
"You're correct there," said Harry, "but all my competitors did."
A poor man managed to get an appointment with a wealthy Jewish philanthropist by insisting that he had
a foolproof way for the man to make 5 million dollars.
"So let me hear your great idea," said the philanthropist.
"It's very simple," replied the pauper. "I understand that when your daughter gets married you're planning
on giving her a dowry of 10 million dollars."
"Nu," said the philanthropist.
"So, I've come to tell you that I'm willing marry her for half the amount!"
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Yom HaAtzmaut—5 Iyar 5781—April 15, 2021
Ed note: This article previously appeared in the LJCAGBI Bulletin and in the Yom Ha’Atzmaut Concert
program booklet. As we approach this especially meaningful holiday, it bears rereading.

Yom HaAtzmaut—Israel’s Independence Day—is, and should be, a moment of extraordinary joy for the
Jewish people. To be privy to seeing a dream of two millennia come true is an exhilarating experience. This
year, Israel Independence Day, which takes place on the 5th day of Iyar, corresponds to the 15th of April. The
date is not found on most secular calendars and not even on all Jewish calendars; but the State of Israel has
changed the way most Jews think about themselves and re-ordered for many Jews their commitments.
Those semi-heroic figures who brought Israel into being with meager resources but an abundance of will,
focused their energy and determination on a dream. They were the instruments of G-d’s will and we have
benefited from their sacrifices. They were and are mere mortals, but their lives were filled with the prayers and
hopes of one hundred generations of Jews. The State of Israel, as it is now, far surpasses any of their dreams.
It is a vibrant, vital center for the Jewish people and its Jewish citizens already outnumber all the rest of the
Jewish people who live outside its borders.
What is that dream? Part of the meaning of the dream can be found in the Israeli national anthem—the
Hatikvah. In the Hatikvah, Jews sing of the passionate throbbing of the Jewish soul—a yearning “to be a free
nation in the land of Zion and Jerusalem.” It is the Jewish soul that traces its ancestry back to the time when
Abraham realized the Absolute Truth that there can be only one G-d creating and fashioning the universe and all
that is in it. The dream encompasses the promise that Eretz Yisrael is to be the Jewish homeland forever, and
even after thousands of years, Jews from around the globe can return and rebuild this land that G-d has
promised and given to them.
Israel is not to be only a haven for Jews, but a creative community that can show the way for other peoples.
The State of Israel is a living, growing nation, and we can only hope that, on this 73rd anniversary of its coming
into existence, G-d will grant its leaders wisdom. Yom HaAtzmaut Sameach!
Rabbi Joel Lehrfield

Lag B’Omer—18 Iyar 5781—April 30, 2021
Lag B’Omer is a festive day on the Jewish calendar, celebrated for a twofold reason.
The Talmud describes how, during the period of Sefirat HaOmer (the days between Passover and Shavuot), a
plague was visited on Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000 students because they did not behave with proper respect for one
another. To commemorate the tragedy, certain mourning customs are observed during this time. On the thirtythird day of the Omer count, however, the students stopped dying. (Lamed-gimmel, pronounced lag, is the Hebrew
number 33.) The mourning customs are suspended, and we celebrate the day as a holiday.
Lag B’Omer is also the yahrtzeit (anniversary of passing), several decades later, of the great sage and
mystic Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, best known as the principal author of the Zohar, the fundamental text of Jewish
mysticism. The Zohar relates that on the day of his passing, Rabbi Shimon revealed new and profound mystical
ideas to his disciples, and commanded them that rather than mourn for him, they should rejoice on this day, just as
he rejoiced in his soul’s imminent reunion with G‑d.
All over the world, Lag B’Omer is marked with festive outings and picnics, where children play with toy bows
and arrows. In Israel, tens of thousands gather in the small Upper Galilee village of Meron to celebrate at Rabbi
Shimon’s gravesite. The night is lit up by bonfires of all sizes; the singing and dancing is a sight to behold.
Aish.com
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