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Rabbi Meyer’s Message 

Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued on page 4 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 

Bulletin 

 For many, autumn has a somber, almost melancholic 

association.  As the weather begins to change and the warm summer 

air and sunshine are rather abruptly whisked away, the signs are clear 

that the summer and all its care-free activities have come to an end. 

Beach days, barbeques, picnics, and blooming flowers are all mere 

memories of a summer past.  Camps and summer vacations are over, 

school is in full swing, and the winter breaks and trips to warmer 

climates are a few months away.  Many of us cling to the last breaths 

of warm air, spending as much time as we can outside before the cold 

and frost set in.  We put on an extra layer and wear our “fall jackets”; 

anything to avoid putting on our winter coats, as we try to convince 

ourselves that autumn in Chicago is more than just one week long.   

 Yet here we are.  November has begun.  And as every year 

past, we have already had our first snowfall, the temperatures have 

dropped, and those of us who are not in denial will not leave our 

homes without the protection of our winter hats, coats, jackets, 

scarves, gloves and of course this year- our masks.  

 However, while the winter months bring with them the cold, 

snow, and long nights, they also usher in a light, a warmth that is 

only found this time of year.  No, we are not referring to the holiday 

lights found on the lawns of our neighbors and windows of most 

places of business.  The Jew embraces a different kind of light in the 

winter. The lighting of the Chanukah Menorah, the second most 

observed religious ritual in Israel behind the Passover Seder, 

symbolizes much about who we are as people of the covenant.  

 In Judaism, while we do believe in the importance of Jewish 

pride, we also affirm the value of modesty.  We do not showcase 
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President’s Perspective 

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend 
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A G Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two daily 
minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It 
continues to be difficult to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is 
urgently needed to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who 
have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able. 

Dear Fellow Congregants, 

 The Holydays are over and we still face interesting times. It was wonderful to see how many 

people made it to Shul for Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and even Succot. We hope to continue providing 

safe and hamishe facilities for everyone who comes to celebrate, mourn or pray. 

 We had a lovely Simchat Torah luncheon this year—provided by Michael Kirshner and his Starr 

Kosher Catering. About one-third of our participants elected to take their chicken/

cholent meals home to eat, but around 30 people chose to socially distance on the grass 

on the Fitch side of the building. It was a lovely, if novel event. Thanks also to all of 

our sponsors, whether or not they attended the event. 

 Hopefully by now everyone had a chance to speak with LJCAGBI’s Rabbi 

Yehuda Meyers. He has been making calls, but if you haven’t yet had a chance to talk, 

just let the office know and they will facilitate it.  

 On November 22 we will be presenting an online program featuring Judge 

Rachel Freier, the first Chassidic woman to service in the New York courts. This is 

part of the annual Judge Gerald Bender Legal Lecture series (see the back page of this bulletin for details) 

and is free for everyone. You just need to sign up to receive your Zoom link. MCLE credit is available 

for lawyers. 

LJCAGBI has a Covid Advisory Committee, which has been working on best practice guidelines 

and protocols to help keep everyone safe. Enclosed you will see some of the work product and we ask 

that everyone participate in keeping one another healthy. To paraphrase Jeff Light, we hope for the best, 

but still need to plan for the worst. I want to thank the medical professionals in our Shul who have 

volunteered to be part of this committee, and the LJCAGBI staff for helping to maintain high standards of 

cleanliness in our building. 

Rabbi Meyers has some ideas for Chanukah this year—if you want to help with planning events 

during the year, please let us know. Ideas and volunteers are very much appreciated. 

Please join us for Shabbat—and weekday—services. But if you want to come, be sure to sign up 

on the Shul website (www.ljcagbi.org under “Worship Services”) for the day(s) you plan to attend. Or 

you can call or text Paul Kramer at 312-343-2200 and he will sign up for you. 

Wishing everyone enjoyment of the fall season, and a happy (if virtual) Thanksgiving.  

 

Marcia Kramer 

President  

http://www.ljcagbi.org
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 Announcements 
Mazal Tov: 
 

To Jadwiga & Ryszard Bednarek on their 

50th wedding anniversary 

To Rabbi & Mrs. Mark {Chava) Gutman 

of the birth of a granddaughter 

To  Anna & Myron Moscovitch on the 

birth of  a grandson to Leah & 

Jonathan Moscovitch 

To Darlene Piell & Priscilla & David 

Solomon on the birth of a 

granddaughter, Isla Solomon, to  Sonia 

& Hap Piell  

To Darlene Piell on the birth of a 

grandson, Zeke Abel Padover Piell, to 

Shira Piell & husband Neil Padover of 

Brooklyn, New York 

Condolences 
 to the family of: 
 

 Ted Lustig  
 Joel Mazor 
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everything for the public eye, be it materially or spiritually.  Thus, as much as the outer world of a Jew is important, it is 

the inner world, the hidden depths of his connection to G-d, known only by himself and his Maker, that give a more 

accurate read on his relationship with G-d.  

 It is the Menorah and its candles that proclaim this message, ironically, loud and clear.  

 Although a big part of the reason why we light the Chanukah Menorah is to publicize the miracle   
we do not light gigantic torches or place large blown up Menorahs on our front lawns.  We kindle little wax candles or 

oil wicks and place them on our window sills, only noticeable to the attentive and discerning eye.  

 All the enthusiasm and passion for the incredible miracle and holiday of Chanukah finds expression in just a few 

little lights. It almost feels anticlimactic.  As little children, we spend weeks in school making our very own Menorahs.  

We bring them home and cordon off an entire area of our house for the Chanukah lighting.  The first night of the 

holiday arrives, the whole family gathers together, we sing three beautiful blessings, and then (drumroll please)... we 

light a few dinky little candles.  What a dramatic letdown.  Where are the big sparklers?!  Where are the fireworks!?  

We light more candles on a birthday cake!  

 However, when we take a closer look at the Chanukah candles, we discover that perhaps the lights are 

intentionally miniscule.  Because even though the light that the Menorah sheds is minimal, the ideology of the Menorah 

is anything but insignificant.  

 If we look closely at the candles, if we gaze into those little flames as they dance to and fro, we can almost hear 

them whispering, “come look closer, there is more here than what meets the eye”.  The flickering candle represents a 

deeper reality. The little light of the Menorah is supposed to reflect the tip of the iceberg, merely the overflow of the 

beauty, splendor and love of G-d that is bubbling inside of us threatening to burst forth at any moment.  

 For most of the year, and much of our lives, however, that light remains obscured, hidden in the recesses of our 

beings. It is specifically in times of darkness, when we are not distracted by the flashing lights of the world around us, 

that we become attuned to the light inside of us. It is particularly in the bitter cold winter, when we are yearning for 

warmth, that we realize there is a fire burning in our souls.  

 It is that warmth, that light, that we embrace on Chanukah.  

 Yes, we light the candles on the Menorah.  But perhaps even more important than kindling the physical flames is 

finding the eternal spark glowing inside each and every one of us.  On Chanukah we begin the path to our true selves.  

We embark on the journey to acknowledging that there is something more profound for which we are yearning. 

 This Chanukah, when we light the little flames, let us begin the search.  Let us turn the valves and allow the G-

dliness concealed inside each of us to come forth, and shed a little light for ourselves, our families, our community, and 

our world.  

 It all starts with just one candle. 

Rabbi Meyer’s Message—continued from page 1 

Thanks to our High Holiday Team 
 

 Our Ushers:   Our Set up staff:   Our Security staff: 
  Stuart Kalman    Yadviga & Rychard   Walsh Security 
  Paul Kramer               and the Lincolnwood Police Dept. 
         Steve Kramer 

   Sergeant-at-Arms 

The Succah Crew 
Thanks to the team that assembled and disassembled our Succah: 

Larry Brown 

David Ganellen 

Aaron Goldman 

Gary Goodman 

Caleb Gutstein 

Dan Gutstein 

Eyal Gutstein 

Sawyer Jacobson 

Henry Kalter 

Michael Kirshner 

Paul Kramer 

Rabbi Hillel Meyers 

Rabbi Yehuda Meyers 
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From Our Worship Committee 
 Now that Tishrei is over and we have time to reflect in Marcheshvan, the Worship Committee would like to 

salute the shul community. Since Purim, we continue to function in "interesting" times. We had a period of months 

during which the shul was closed and we had no communal services, only classes, lectures, and meetings over the 

internet. Then in June (or was it July? No, I think June...), we were able to institute certain measures for safety's 

sake and resume in person tefilot. Rabbi Biber, who served us so well for his tenure, was in constant touch with the 

cRc panel and their experts and helped craft our sanctuary spacing. Paul Kramer continues to work every day to 

ensure we have a minyan twice per day, so that we never miss a Torah reading, and so anyone who needs to say a 

Kaddish has the opportunity. 

 Over the Holidays, we had a good showing from our community in person, and we hope to see all those still 

isolating in the near future. Rabbi Biber led our services through Yom Kippur, including livestreaming online 

Selichos and Kol Nidre, led by our Chazan, Kenny Baker. We are blessed to have been joined in time for Sukkot, 

by our new Rabbi, Rabbi Yehuda Meyers.  

 With the set-up of our services and Torah reading streamlined to reduce risk in this era of pandemic 

precaution, the role of the Gabbai is less apparent than usual. Mr. Mitchell Sandler continues to oversee the smooth 

running of our services, making sure we have capable Torah readers and daveners. Yishar co'ach to Mr. Yaakov 

Baylis on his many appearances on our Bimah to read the Torah, and welcome back to Mr. Michael Pearl. 

 The year 5780 was sidetracked approximately half-way through. Here's hoping the year 5781, with its 

strange calendar, will see us back to a sense of normalcy.  

       Thank you! 

        Be well, 

         Daniel A Gutstein,Worship Committee Vice President 
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Covid-19 Guidelines 

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin! 
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so 

everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at 

bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline, January-February 

2021 issue, Sunday, December 20, 2020. All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may 

be edited for space or content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the 

Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further details. 
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For the clickable link to Rabbi Meyer’s classes, please 

go to www.ljcagbi.org, Adult Education tab.   
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Schedule for Daily & Shabbat               Services & Candlelighting Times

If you would like to attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup 

form under the worship tab.  Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if you don’t have 

access to a computer or have any questions. 
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Schedule for Daily & Shabbat               Services & Candlelighting Times 
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“The Art of Forgiveness” - Our first Zoom Salon Event 

Thanks to the following members of our congregation for sponsoring  the Jewish 
Woman’s Theater production of  “The Art of Forgiveness”.  Your support helped make this 
event accessible to every member’s family and friends. 

Beverly Alpern 
Shirley Derdiger 
Eileen & Marc Feder 
Bobbie Fink 
Janice & Yra Harris 
Renee & Stuart Kalman 
Edie & Jeff Light 

Arlene & Larry Miller 
Helene & Louie Reiff 
Paula & Carl Resnick 
Renee & Joe Silberman 
Joyce & Arnie Sklar 
Merilyn & Jerry Thall 

Thanks to Ruth Ginsburg Simchat Torah Fund Sponsors 
 

The Simchat Torah luncheon on October 11th was a wonderful conclusion to this year's 
chagim. It was a pleasure to get together and break bread together (or at home). Thanks to 
Richard and Yadwiga for setting up the outdoor picnic and to Michael Kirshner, Starr Kosher 
Catering, for providing the delicious meals.  
 
I’d especially like to thank our Ruth Ginsburg Simchat Torah Fund sponsors this year, as this 
fund helps pay for kiddushim throughout the year. Once the pandemic is under control and 
we resume our more “normal” operations, we can again give thanks to those who 
contributed to this fund for Simchat Torah and the future. Special thanks to those who 
contributed to the fund but did not attend this year’s event. 

Beverly Alpern 
Minoo & Koorosh Banayan 
Janice & Larry Brown 
Helaine Ellenby 
Eileen & Marc Feder 
Leah & Alex Goldstein 
Debby Goodman 
Gary Goodman 
Kari & Dan Gutstein 

Janice & Yra Harris 
Marcia & Paul Kramer 
Edie & Jeff Light 
David Marcus 
Regine & Stuart Meisel 
Arlene & Larry Miller 
Anna & Myron Moscovitch 
Darlene Piell 
Helen Rosenberg 

Mitchell Sandler 
Renee & Joe Silberman 
Joyce & Arnie Sklar 
Merilyn & Jerry Thall 
Merle Warshausky 
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From the Catering Department 

Sisterhood Helps Build 
Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrzeit that you would 
like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to work with Sisterhood Helps 
Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office.  Do-
nations are $5 for your personal message. 

 We want to thank our synagogue family for all your support during our time of 
sorrow.  We are humbled by your outpouring of love and concern for our family. 
May Joel's memory be a blessing. 

 Nicole, Roselie, Jacob & Benjamin Mazor 

 I have to ask, did the summer seem to just fly-by for you?  It certainly did for me.  I don’t think I 
did  most, if not any, of the things I usually do during the summer.  This year I didn’t do any planting. 
Everything from previous years actually came back.  So where did the summer go? 

 Being a summer person, I guess I just seemed to enjoy it completely so it went by very quickly.  I’m 
never really ready for fall, let alone winter…brrr brrr.    I had lots of visitors but in a most unusual 
way.  Everyone that came to visit stayed outside…I brought  chairs out & we sat in front of the house and while 
visiting I waved to neighbors passing by tooting their horns.  I can’t ever remember a time like this where 
people are all scared to go places.  I’m sure that one day I’ll look back and think “what were we all so afraid 
of?”  As the saying goes…this too will pass. 

 I’m not really looking forward to cold weather.  But I guess if I wanted it to be warm all the time I should 
have had a place in a warmer climate.  When my Dudley, of blessed memory, was still with me, we’d go to 
Acapulco for the Chicago winter.  It’s not the same when you’re alone, so I just don’t go away.  Not that you 
ever get used to a Chicago winter.  I remember walking to school, before tights, and freezing.   So much for the 
“good old days”.  As for the “good old days” being younger is the only thing  good about those days. 

 And now it’s getting colder and darker earlier.  Another thing to look forward to!  I’m really a summer 
person.  Give me hot and sunny anytime over cold and snowy.  And now for  a laugh: 

 Men say that women should come with instructions…what’s the point of that? Have you ever seen a man 
actually read the instructions? 

        Bon Appetit                                                                    

         Shirley Derdiger 

Jacqueline Labow Bimah Flower Fund 
 

 Our dear friend Jackie loved flowers and always commented on the Bimah Flowers.  The 

Jackqueline Labow Flower Fund is in her memory.  This Fund supplies flowers for holidays 

throughout the year.  We will continue to collect donations. 
 

 Following is a list of donors. Please let us know if your name was accidentally omitted. 

Beverly Alpern 

Rabbi & Mrs. Sam Biber 

Helaine Ellenby 

Eileen & Marc Feder 

Roberta Fink 

Debby Goodman 

Judy & Gary Goodman 

Marcia & Paul Kramer 

Edie & Jeff Light 

Joyce & Arnie Sklar 

Harriet & Charles Snyder 

Merle Warshausky 

Wini Weisman  
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