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Faith
There is an ancient Chinese curse, "May you live in interesting
times." We live in interesting times. Israel came under massive
missile attack from Hezbollah, a terrorist group armed by Iran and
Syria, dedicated as a matter of religious principle to the destruction of
Israel. A Parliamentary Inquiry delivered a report on the resurgence
of anti-semitism in Britain. These are testing times for Israel and
Diaspora Jewry, and for the world. We have seen Iraq and
Afghanistan slide into chaos and internecine bloodshed. The people
of Darfur and Somalia live in danger of mass murder. The threat of
terror throughout the world remains.
Ours is a tense, troubled, anxious age. How should we
respond? What should we be praying for on this day of days in the
Jewish year? What thoughts should we be taking with us in the year
to come? In the modern world we have become used to certain kinds
of crisis: economic, political, military, environmental. But there is
another kind of crisis, deeper than all the others, to which we now
need to turn our minds: spiritual crisis. It is not unusual for
individuals to face spiritual crisis. It can be induced by bereavement,
the break-up of a marriage, the failure of an enterprise in which we
have invested our energies, or any of the other "thousand natural
shocks that flesh is heir to". These are part of life, and few if any of
us are spared them. Much rarer are the moments in which entire
civilizations face spiritual crisis, but that is where we are today. On
Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 4

President’s Perspective
Dear Fellow Congregants,
Since the beginning of my presidency, there is one announcement I have been looking forward to
making, and finally here it is: We have a new Rabbi! Rabbi Yehuda Meyers, who has just signed a contract
as our full-time Rabbinic leader, will be joining us beginning October 1, 2020, just in time for Sukkot.
Before I continue with more details, I want to extend my sincere appreciation and gratitude to Rabbi
Sam Biber, who has carried us through a time of real crisis, provided leadership, learning and comfort to our
members and has been an all-around mensch. We all owe Rabbi Biber a debt of gratitude
for ensuring our Shul survived these past two years and is forging a new path towards a
vibrant future.
Arrangements are being made to hold services during the High Holydays. Details
about the services are elsewhere in the Bulletin, but it will be delightful to see so many
faces, even if they are hidden behind a mask. We will do our best to provide an uplifting
service in a safe environment, knowing that everyone attending will do their best to see
that this works.
We are planning on erecting the sukkah and eating in it—but participation in this
mitzvah will require careful planning and reservations! We want to ensure that everyone
who wants to come can participate, so please help us by planning ahead. Watch for more information on our
plans for Sukkot throughout September.
In August, we welcomed Yeshiva Ner Naftali into our building. The upstairs classrooms have been
renovated and the space is vastly different than it was just a couple of months ago. Richard Bednarek put in
long hours to ensure that everything is in good repair and as the school year gets underway, it looks great!
Michael Kirshner and Starr Kosher Catering are established in our kitchens and catering meals for the
Yeshiva bochers and the community at large. With social distancing restrictions in place, he has been
working with smaller groups to plan intimate (but distanced) events, some of them in the Shul.
We already have a program planned in November as part of the Judge Gerald Bender Legal Lecture
series (see the “Save the Date” for details), and we hope to undertake additional programs as Rabbi Meyers
settles in and provides new inspiration.
Please join us for Shabbat—and weekday—services. But if you want to come, be sure to sign up on
the Shul website (www.ljcagbi.org under “Worship Services”) for the day(s) you plan to attend. Or you can
call or text Paul Kramer at 312-343-2200 and he will sign up for you.
On behalf of myself, my husband, Paul, my Mom, Debby Goodman, and my entire family, I wish
everyone a very happy and healthful Rosh Hashanah, an easy fast and a year of success.
Marcia Kramer
President (yet again)

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It
continues to be difficult to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is
urgently needed to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who
have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able.
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Condolences
to the family of:
Eatta Marcus
mother of Jami Emalfarb

Ruth Marcus
wife of Dr. David Marcus

Howard Siegel
brother of Barbara Schiff

Announcements

Morton Zelickman

Mazal Tov:
To Helaine Ellenby on the recent
marriage of her granddaughter,
Marissa Ellenby (daughter of Sue &
Alan Ellenby) to Jeffrey Wineberg
(son of Debbie & Barry Wineberg).

Maot Chitim
Maot Chitim is concerned for the ongoing
welfare, safety and health of our Community. We
have been carefully monitoring the developments
surrounding the global spread of COVID-19
(Coronavirus).
Based on the current situation and the State
of Illinois restrictions, we are going to be purchasing
and delivering Jewel gift cards to our recipients. This
will enable them to purchase food for Rosh
Hashanah. The change for this holiday will allow us
to serve our recipients safely, with less exposure for
our volunteers and recipients.

To Rachel & Russell Katz on the birth of
their son.
To Nicole & Joel Mazor on the upcoming
wedding of their son Jacob to
Vanessa Aguirre daughter of
Elizabeth & Jim Aguirre.

To donate to Maot Chitim, contact them at
maotchitim.org or call 847-674-3224.

To Arlene & Larry Miller on the marriage
of their daughter, Rebecca Leah to
Austin Blank, son of Judy Blank and
the late Stephen Blank of Des
Moines, Iowa.

Holiday Parking Notice
Please do not use the parking lots of local businesses
during the High Holidays, including the lot on Touhy.
The office has received complaints in the past about
our members using local business parking. These
businesses have been gracious not to tow away cars
belonging to members and their families in the past,
but their good will may not last forever.
Let’s be good neighbors.

To Lynn & Martin Scharaga on the
marriage of their son, Aaron to Abbe
Herman, daughter of Paula & Danny
Herman of Pepper Pike, Ohio.

Speedy Recovery:
Earl Goldman
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one side are extremist religiously-motivated forces driven by rage, revenge and the will to conquer. On the other
is the secular culture of the West that seems increasingly unable to tell right from wrong; that worships
"celebrities" while mocking those who live by ideals; that reports the bad news but almost never the good; that
epitomizes Oscar Wilde's definition of the cynic as one "who knows the price of everything and the value of
nothing". At such times we need faith, yet we seem to have lost it. Religion is belittled by scientists like Richard
Dawkins. It is marginalized by a culture that prefers to find salvation in shopping and "retail therapy". It is
desecrated by those who kill in the name of G-d. What remains? What remains is the kol demamah dakah, the
"still, small voice", that is often drowned out by the noise of events, but which remains humanity's last best hope
in a world driving full-speed towards the abyss.
What is faith? Here I can only speak personally. Perhaps each of us has our own answer, but this is what I
have learned from a life of asking questions. Faith is the belief that life has a purpose, that we are not here by
accident, that history is not meaningless, that it is not mere wishful thinking that we live by ideals. The Almighty
is not deaf to our prayers, blind to our hopes, indifferent to our existence. My faith as a Jew tells me that our
ancestors were not wrong to pledge themselves, in the Sinai desert thirty-three centuries ago, to a code of
conduct, the Torah, that seeks to create communities based on justice, charity, compassion and the sanctity of life.
They were not wrong to believe that every human being - not just those who think like us - is made in G-d's
image and thus entitled to dignity and respect. My faith tells me that it is not wrong to question, argue, debate, to
wrestle with G-d as Jacob once wrestled with an angel. Indeed the very name Israel means "one who wrestles
with G-d and man and prevails." Judaism, which gave the world the Bible with its great arguments between G-d
and Abraham, Moses, Jeremiah and Job; that produced the literature of Mishnah, Midrash and Gemara, each an
anthology of arguments (Rabbi X says this; Rabbi Y says that); in which our first request in the weekday Amidah
is for "knowledge, understanding and wisdom" - this is not a faith that asks us to sacrifice our intellect. Faith is
not certainty. Faith is the courage to live with uncertainty. Faith is the voice within us that says, "Though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me." Faith is the ability to live
through catastrophe and yet not lose hope. Without faith, we would never take a risk. Without faith, we would
never have a child. Without faith we would never undertake anything great. It was faith that led the Jewish
people - a mere three years after standing eyeball to eyeball with the angel of death at Auschwitz - to proclaim the
State of Israel, with its national anthem, Od lo ovdah tikvatenu, "Our hope is still not lost". It was faith that led
Israel's leaders to seek peace with those pledged to its destruction. It was faith that brought Jews back from 103
different countries to the land where our faith was born, to which Abraham and Sarah journeyed 4,000 years ago.
It was faith that led a handful of scholars to believe that the language of the Bible could be revived and become
once again a living tongue. It is faith that has given Israelis the spirit to survive some of the most sustained
terrorist assaults in the history of nations and not give way to despair.
Israelis often describe themselves as secular. Actually, most of them are ma'aminim bnei ma'aminim,
"believers, and the children of believers". Without faith, Israel could not survive. The Jewish people kept faith
alive. Faith kept the Jewish people alive. Faith tells us that the enemies of freedom - who are today and almost
always, were in the past, enemies of Jews and the State of Israel - will never win the ultimate battle for the human
spirit. Faith teaches us to walk tall, unintimidated by the preachers of hate and the perpetrators of terror. As we
say in Psalm 27 on these holy days, "G-d is my light and my salvation: whom then shall I fear? G-d is the
stronghold of my life: of whom then shall I be afraid?" Because faith defeats fear, it defeats terror. Because it
sustains the morale of a nation, it will make the State of Israel outlive its enemies, as the Jewish people has
always outlived its enemies. Far from being irrelevant to the twenty-first century, faith is our greatest asset, our
deepest strength. But it does not merely happen. Faith is to the spirit what health is to the body. Just as we can
put our health at risk through stress, an unbalanced diet and lack of exercise, so we can put our faith at risk by not
renewing it through study, prayer and the performance of mitzvoth. All of these things energize the soul. They
have been the secret of Jewish survival throughout the generations. So let us take time in the coming year to
renew our faith. And may G-d write you, your family, the Jewish people, the people of Israel, and humanity as a
whole in the book of life - granting us a year of health and blessing and peace.
May God Almighty send you and your families all His bountiful blessings that will enrich your lives with the
values of Torah, Avodah – the ability to pray, and Gemilut Chasadim – Acts of loving kindness. May this
pandemic come to a quick end and may this coming year be the one where we will see true Shalom reign over the
entire world and may we have the merit to witness the coming of Mashiach speedily in our time. Shanah Tovah
u’Metukah!
Rabbi Sam & Judy Biber and Family
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Lulav & Etrog
Order your Lulav & Etrog for Sukkot now. Avoid the last minute rush!
Contact the Shul office to place your order today. The cost is $55 per set,
and orders must be received by September 15.
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Holiday Season Schedule
Slichot Services will be held on Saturday, September 12, 2020 at 10:00 p.m.
Daily Selichot will follow Maariv Services
Erev Rosh Hashanah – Friday, September 18
Shacharit & Hatarat Nedarim
Mincha and Maariv

7:00am
6:30 pm

Candle lighting 6:33pm (She’he’chi’yanu)

Rosh Hashanah – Shabbat, September 19
Shacharit
Services conclude by
Mincha and Maariv

9:00am
11:30am
6:30 pm

Candle lighting & Kiddush after 7:34pm (She’he’chi’yanu)

Rosh Hashanah – Sunday, September 20
Shacharit
Services conclude by
Mincha/Maariv
Havdalah after

9:00am
11:30am
6:20pm
7:33pm

It is customary to say Tashlich near a body of water beginning today. It may be said
through Hoshana Rabbah

Fast of Gedaliah – Monday, September 21
Fast begins
Selichot/Shacharit
Mincha
Fast ends after

5:25 am
6:45 am
6:20 pm
7:25 pm

Erev Yom Kippur – Sunday, September 27
Selichot & Shacharit
Mincha
Kol Nidrei via Zoom

8:30am
2:30pm
3:00pm

Candle lighting
Maariv

6:18pm (She’he’chi’yanu)
6:45pm

Yom Kippur – Monday, September 28
Shacharit
Rabbi’s Sermon & Yizkor
Musaf concludes by
Yizkor Service only
Mincha
Neilah
Sounding of Shofar & Maariv
Havdalah after

9:00am
10:00am
11:30am
1:00pm
5:00pm
6:10pm
7:19 pm
7:25pm
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Holiday Season Schedule— continued
Erev Sukkot – Friday, October 2
Shacharit
Candle lighting
Mincha/Maariv
Kiddush after

7:00am
6:09 pm (She’he’chi’yanu)
6:10 pm
7:10 pm (She’he’chi’yanu)

Sukkot – Shabbat, October 3
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv

9:00am
6:05pm

Candle lighting and Kiddush after

7:10pm (She’he’chi’yanu)

Sukkot – Sunday, October 4
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv
Havdalah after

9:00 am
6:05 pm
6:53pm

Chol HaMoed Services
Shacharit: Monday-Thursday
Maariv only

Hoshana Rabbah – Friday, October 9
Shacharit
Last opportunity for Tashlich
Candle lighting
Mincha/Maariv
Kiddush after

6:45am
7:00pm
6:30 am
5:57 pm (She’he’chi’yanu)
5:55 pm
6:51 pm (She’he’chi’yanu)

Shmini Atzeret – Shabbat, October 10
Shacharit
Koheleth
Yizkor
Mincha
Maariv

9:00am
10:20am
5:55pm
6:25pm followed by Hakafot

Candle lighting & Kiddush (She’he’chi’yanu) after 6:50 pm

Simchat Torah – Sunday, October 11
Shacharit followed by Hakafot
Mincha/Maariv
Havdalah after

Sukkah Raising Party
Join us for this once a year event, taking place in
the shul parking lot on Sunday, September 6,
2020 at 8:00am. You will add muscle tone and
participate in a mitzvah at the same time. This
event will take place rain or shine.
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9:00 am
5:55pm
6:56pm

Schedule for Daily/Shabbat & Holiday
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Services & Candlelighting Tirmes

If you would like to attend a minyan, please go to the shul website where you will find a signup form under the worship
tab. Please call or text Paul Kramer at 312.343.2200 if you don’t have access to a computer or have any questions.
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“Mah nish’tanah ha’lay’lah ha’zeh mee’kol ha’ley’lot?
Dear Friends,
“Mah nish’tanah ha’lay’lah ha’zehmee’kol ha’ley’lot?
No, we’re not confused and our calendar is on the right page. This year our High Holiday season will be one
that is truly different and remembered and definitely will not be not forgotten.
There is much excitement at the opportunity to daven together again. For some, this will be the first minyan
experience in a very long time. For others, this will be a chance to do so in a slightly larger setting with the support
and encouragement of a broader segment of our congregation.
Due to the ongoing pandemic that we are facing, services will be conducted in a different manner. And yet we
are told “Worship G-d with joy and awe.” Given the reality of the current pandemic, there is justifiable trepidation
and anxiety in doing so. Both of these themes influence our davening protocol for the coming High Holiday season.
As a surprise to no one, all those attending services must:
Affirm that they are symptom-free, that they will abide by the rules of distancing and hygiene, and if G-d
forbid, they develop any symptoms within two weeks after attending a service, they will immediately contact
Rabbi Biber who will then inform the other members present at that minyan.
Wear a face mask over their nose and mouth at all times.
Wash their hands with water and soap, or use hand sanitizer as soon as they enter the synagogue.
Only sit in their assigned seats as other areas will be cordoned off to comply with adequate social distancing.
It is preferable for you to bring your own machzor and for men to bring their personal Tallit.
Remain in their designated seat throughout the service except for using the washroom.
We hope to provide more information for you as we move closer to the Holidays. Ultimately, it is our goal to
help enable an inspiring davening in a safe and protected environment for everyone.
With best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year,
The High Holiday Planning Committee

Things to do before Rosh Hashanah
Place your personal New Year Greeting to friends and neighbors in our calendar by
completing the Sophie Gordon Greetings form (available by email and in the office).

Help us place flowers on the bimah for the High Holidays by contributing to the
Jacquelyn Labow Bimah Flower Fund (available by email and in the office).
Purchase tickets for the Zoom production of “ The Art of Forgiveness”
Contact the shul office to participate in these activities. Flyers have been mailed.
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From the Catering Department
Well, they say that time goes faster when you don’t pay attention to it. It really must because I started to write
2019. I guess not going out and mingling really does make time go faster. I must admit, I went out last Sunday, my
son picked me up and I went to his house. It’s really been a long time since I went anywhere other than a walk around
the block. My kids are watching me very carefully. You’d think that I normally went galavanting all over the place.
But I admit that since I stopped driving, I don’t go to all the places I went to previously, mainly cause I’m not in
charge. I don’t think anyone realizes just how much driving makes you so independent.
I remember getting my first drivers license. I used Easy Method driving school and after two lessons the
instructor took me to the facility on Elston Ave. and I got my license. I was so proud I passed immediately. I think
everyone going for a license is nervous. I’m really grateful I was able to drive for so many years, and I can honestly
say I never got a ticket or deserved a ticket. And I wasn’t that little old lady driving so slowly on the expressway. I
once got a lift with someone going to a luncheon. She drove so slowly I was sure we’d miss the event. And she was
driving in the passing lane. I’ve always made it a habit not to tell anyone how to drive, but this person really scared
me, so I casually asked her why she didn’t pull over into the right lane, where other slow drivers seemed to go. She
told me “oh no, I like it here”. I did get a lift going home with someone else.
I know it’s not just me, but these days are very stressful, in many respects. Sometimes I pinch myself just to
make sure that what I see happening is really happening. Even just listening isn’t always reassuring. I am very
grateful for the radio. I can hear old songs even old jokes. And don’t get me started on politics. I try to avoid all
political discussions. There used to be a saying, don’t discuss religion or politics in order to avoid arguments. In fact,
when I choose what to watch on T.V. I try to choose a show that will make me laugh. I think everyone should laugh
more.
The whole world needs more levity. On that note: Yeshiva University decided to field a rowing team.
Unfortunately, they lost race after race. No matter how much they practice, they lose race after race. Finally the team
decides to send Morris Fishbein, its captain, to spy on Harvard, the perennial championship team. So Morris shleps
off to Cambridge, Mass. and hides in the bushes next to the Charles River, where he carefully watches the Harvard
team at its daily practice. After a week, Morris returns to Yeshiva. “Well, I figured out their secret,” he announces.
“What?, tell us” his teammates shout. "We should have only one guy yelling. The other eight should row”.
Stay well, stay safe,
Shirley Derdiger
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The LJCAGBI 2020 Gerald C. Bender Memorial Lecture Series
&
The Decalogue Society of Lawyers
present

Jewish Law in Adoption and Inheritance
Sunday, December 16, 9:00 am-12:00 pm
Featuring Presentations by Panelists
Genie Gillespie
Adoption Attorney
Laurie Lawton
Director of Adoption, Lutheran Child & Family Services of Illinois
Rabbi Yona Reiss
Av Beth Din—Chief Rabbi of the Chicago Rabbinical Council

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin!
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so
everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at
bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (NovemberDecember 2020 issue Sunday, October 18, 2020). All material is subject to approval by the Shul office
and may be edited for space or content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before
inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further details.
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