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Rabbi Biber’s Message 

Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 4 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 

Bulletin 

Alcoholism and the Shabbat Kiddush 
A Halachik Compendium on the Subject 

When and where did our distinguished ancestors begin the universal 
custom of elevating themselves to a "HIGHER" level using the means of 
alcoholic beverage on, during, or around the Shabbat Kiddush?  The 
answer has bewildered some of the greatest minds for centuries, evading 
the depths of their infinite psyche. But now, we are able to look back on 
the effects that "BOOZE" has had on Jewish history at large and come to 
our own conclusions as crazy as they might seem.  
 

The Mashkidika Rebbe brings proof from the story of Noach who after 
spending a full year cooped up with his nagging wife, smelly animals and 
leaky roof, had no reprieve but to get smashed out of his mind after his 
ordeal; wouldn't you?  What connection does this story have with Shabbat 
you may ask? Because the verse says that the ark "RESTED" on the 
Mountain of Ararat, a perfect altitude and climate for fine vintage.  Later 
in history we find a multitude of references to drinking as such, and we 
must ask ourselves did the "L'Chaim" change the course of history as we 
know it? Let's look at some more examples. 
 

Now we all know that while the Jewish Nation was enslaved in Egypt, 
the Kennedian Tribe from the Continent of Wales was constantly 
bootlegging their way into Egypt exposing our pure and holy ancestors to 
Glenfiddich and other high content drink, making us weak and frail.  And, 
of course, Pharaoh was the biggest alcoholic of them all!  Why do you 
think the plagues never bothered him?  Because he was too stoned to 
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President’s Perspective 

Your presence is greatly 
 needed: please attend 
  

 Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. 
Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained 
two daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Min-
cha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter 
months). It continues to be difficult to guaran-
tee that 10 men will be present for davening.  
 

 Your help is urgently needed to ensure 
that a full minyan is present for everyone, 
especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in 
their year of mourning. Please attend when-
ever you are able. 

This week begins the month of Adar, the happiest month of the Jewish calendar. Purim is around the corner and 
we are planning historic celebrations and new activities. This year, the fast of Esther and the start of Purim falls on 
Monday, March 9. After the reading of the Megillah on Monday evening, we will be hosting a break-fast dinner, with 
entertainment to follow. Please don’t forget to make your reservations! Megillah reading for Purim day, March 10, is 
listed on the calendar on page 4. 

We will also be hosting a pre-Pesach Shabbat dinner on April 3 (Pesach begins the evening of Wednesday, 
April 8), as well as Rabbi Biber’s class “Everything You Wanted to Know About Pesach But Were Afraid to Ask.” 

 Besides the holidays, we also have several programs coming up, including a film in late 
March, speakers in April and May and another fascinating program planned for Yom HaShoah, 
this year on May 6. Plans are also in the works for another Scholar-in-Residence program—more 
on that later. 

 But there is only so much that the Shul leadership can do in planning programs. Your par-
ticipation is key to the success of these and many other programs. The more participation we 
have, the more motivation we have to plan additional programs. If there is a program you would 
like to see, please don’t hesitate to jump in with ideas. Your contribution on every level is what 
makes our Shul work. 

 As many of you already know, we will have our own caterer on the premises beginning in 
March. Michael Kirshner of Starr Kosher Catering will be renting our kitchens as an ancillary 

facility. That will have the effect of bringing more events (and rental money) into our Shul, as well as rental money 
from Michael for use of our facilities. 

Anyone who wants to cater an event at the Shul may hire their own caterer. Arrangements will have to be made 
for access to the kitchen through the Shul office. While we have enjoyed a good relationship with Starr Kosher over 
many years and will continue to use their services for most Shul events, members may bring in (or have drop-off ser-
vice) from other CRC-approved caterers if preferred.  

We continue to work on bringing in a new Rabbi and new energy to our congregation. Your involvement is 
crucial to our success.  

Wishing everyone a joyous month of Adar and a wonderful Pesach. 
 

Marcia Kramer 

President 
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Announcements 
 

Mazal Tov: 
 

To Elizabeth & Mitch Dayan on the 

birth of twin granddaughters; to 

parents, Sarah & Stanley Dayan; 

to great grandmother Yetta 

Saltzman, and to Renee Dorn 

and Alan Dorn. 
 

To Bobbie Fink on the birth of great 

granddauthter, Stevie Tess 

Ettlinger. 
 

To Kari & Dan Gutstein on the bar 

mitzvah of their son, Eyal. 

To Regine & Stuart Meisel on the birth of 

a grandson to Rachel & Ariel Allon 

and brother, Adir. 

To Reva & Michael Pearl on the birth of a 

grandson. 

To Barbara & Cary Schiff on the birth of a 

granddaughter, Golda Ayelet. 

To Marilyn & David Zeller on the birth of 

a granddaughter, Daisy Rae (Dahlia 

Rochel) Goldberg to Roxie & Richard 

Goldberg. 

Speedy Recovery:  
 

 Debbie Goodman 

 Regine Meisel 
  

Condolences 
 to the family of: 
 

 Harvey Saltzman 

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin! 
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so 

everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at 

bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (May-June, 2020 

issue Sunday, April 19, 2020). All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited 

for space or content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. 

Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further details. 
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Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued  from page 1 

notice!  And anything he did see wouldn't have phased his numb brain anyway.  "Four Cups? And I'm not 
invited?" he would say to himself.  No wonder he chased after the Jews like a nut, ending with drownings in the 
"RED" Sea, a familiar color on the wine circuit, and of course that day was Shabbat! 
 

We find a reference to this subject later in history with the story of King David and Batsheva, whose husband 
just happened to own a large vineyard.  Love, lust, desire, passion, envy - POPPYCOCK!  It was the BOOZE!  
Very few people know that Batsheva's husband's vineyard had 14 different varieties of grapes, including a French 
Colombard!  Something to kill for! 
 

Nebuchadnezzar, Titus, Haman, Balak, Bilam, Eisav, Lavan, Achashveirosh, Napoleon - All hard-core 
alcoholics and we can readily see the effect they have had on Judaism at large.  Now that we have some historic 
background on the subject, we should look at the practical angle of how to, and how not to drink at the Shabbat 
Kiddush.  If you divide your body weight by the amount of knishes you would regularly engulf during a Kiddush, 
and multiply that number by 2.3567478 - you should come out to an acceptable amount of shots you can consume 
in a fifteen minute period, depending on whether it is Southern Bootlegger XXX Bourbon, or Scottish Right to the 
Brainstem Rye. This calculation should put you in a pleasant frame of mind by the time you get home to your 
seudah, if you can still walk, and guarantees both you, your family and guests a talkative and lively meal. 
 

Helpful Advice to do at the Kiddush: 
 

1. Don't hover around the bottle of Jack Daniel's like a vulture. 
2. Try to pretend that you are eating some of the food on your dish. 
3. Use a shot glass, not the 12 ounce desert cup you just finished. 
4. Stand at least 2 feet away from anyone you are speaking to. 
5. Stand at least 3 feet away from your wife, guests, or Rabbi. 
6. Try not to act like something your own mother would disown. 

 

We hope that this vital information will help to increase your joy and pleasure during all Shabbat Kiddushim. 
 

Have a Freilachin PURIM!!!! 

2020/5780 PURIM SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
 
 

Monday, March 9 - Ta’anit Esther/Erev Purim 
Fast begins before 5:59 am 

Shacharit 6:40 am 
Mincha/Maariv 6:10 pm 

Megillah reading approximately at 7:10 pm 
Fast concludes after 7:21pm 

Purim Party to follow 
 

Tuesday, March 10 – Purim Day 
Shacharit 6:30 am 

Megillah Reading 7:10 am 
Maariv only 7:00 pm 
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Purim: Inadvertent Leaders 
 

 Rare is the person who has the opportunity to knowingly shape the course of Jewish history.  Most are 
happy to be relieved of that responsibility. From Moshe to Yonah, Yirmiyahu to Esther, few are willing to 
carry on their shoulders such awesome responsibility.  Yet the heroes of the Jewish people and Jewish history 
are those who rise to that challenge. 
 

 Without the courageous leadership of Rav Yochanan ben Zackai, Judaism might not have survived the 
Roman conquest--and rabbinic Judaism would have been stillborn.  He gave up Jewish claims to Jerusalem in 
order to rebuild Judaism from the ground up in Yavneh.  Rav Yochanan was apparently tormented by his 
decision; how could he not be?  Uniquely amongst the Talmudic rabbis, he faced death with fear and tears 
(Brachot 27b).  Yet his greatness is specifically manifest in his willingness to act and shape the future--even as 
he had no way of knowing whether his decision would be the correct one.  We only need contrast him with 
Rav Zecharya ben Avkolus who, given the opportunity to act to save the Temple, was paralyzed by fear and 
did nothing.  He has gone down in Jewish history as a misguided zealot--"Rav Yochanan said, 'The inaction of 
Rabbi Zecharya ben Avkulos destroyed our house, burned our courtyard and exiled us from the land'" (Gittin 
56a). 

 As Theodore Herzl proved, often it is chance circumstances that lead a person to be the catalyst for 
great historical change.  And it goes without saying that one need not be observant to be the agent of change.  
Esther may not have revealed her identity; but even had she wanted to, she may have known very little about it 
to reveal.  Like most of the Jews in the Persian Empire, Esther seems to have been fairly assimilated into 
Persian society.  Unlike their ancestors, they had foreign names, and given the opportunity to return to Israel, 
very few did.  The Rambam (Tefillah 1:4) notes that, beginning during Babylonian rule and accelerating 
during the Persian period, Jews had stopped speaking Hebrew--leading Ezra to establish a fixed text for 
prayer.  Our Sages note that the Jews fully participated in the royal party of Achashverosh--seemingly 
oblivious to issues of kashrut or the use of former Temple vessels.  Esther called a three-day fast beginning on 
the 14th of Nissan.  Apparently, very few celebrated the Seder in Shushan--maybe they did not follow the 
Hebrew calendar. 
 

 Esther, the most unlikely of queens, had been in power for five years when Haman got Achashverosh to 
agree to his plan for a "final solution".  Yet, like many a successful Jewish politician, she was most hesitant to 
use her power and influence for parochial Jewish causes, especially if it entailed some risk.  "And Mordechai 
said in reply to Esther, 'Do not think you can hide yourself in the royal palace...and who knows if it is for this 
moment that you reached being queen?'" 
 

 Esther had a tough decision to make--one most politicians utterly fail.  Would she put her nation's 
interest ahead of her own?  Mordechai urged her to do so because "maybe this is why you became queen"--to 
be willing to sacrifice for your people.  She was asked to risk her career and possibly her life for the Jewish 
people--something any political advisor would tell her is very bad strategy.  Why sacrifice power for some, 
likely misguided, attempt to help a people no one cared much about? 
 

 Fateful decisions are, almost by definition, those made out of the box.  Great ideas in business, 
technology, philosophy, and even religion are those that go against accepted wisdom, and often appear radical 
at the time.  Ridicule is often the fate of these innovators, unless and until their brilliance becomes 
acknowledged; and that may be years after they have died. 
 

 "And Mordechai the Jew...was beloved by the majority of his people" (Esther10:2).  Despite saving the 
Jewish people from extermination, a sizable minority of the Jewish people disapproved of Mordechai's 
actions.  Even more upsetting was the fact that the rabbinic leadership distanced themselves from Mordechai.  
They disapproved of his political activism and his non-conformity--believing that salvation would come 
through Torah learning alone. 
 

 Our Sages--perhaps the same ones who distanced themselves from Mordechai--did not want to make 
Purim a permanent holiday.  They failed to understand that Purim ushered in a new era in Jewish 
history.  V'nahafachu, the world was turned upside down.  In this new world, G-d no longer spoke through 
prophets--a world of hester panim, of the hidden face of G-d.  Man would take center stage in history, bidden 
to apply the message of Torah to the world around him.  This is a great responsibility, but a most wonderful 
one.  No wonder Purim is such a happy holiday!      Purim Sameach  

           Rabbi Jay  Kelman 
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 Yom HaAtzmaut—Israel’s Independence Day—is, and should be, a moment of extraordinary joy 

for the Jewish people.  To be privy to seeing a dream of two millennia come true is an exhilarating 

experience.  This year, Israel Independence Day, which takes place on the 5th day of Iyar, corresponds to 

the 29th of April.  The date is not found on most secular calendars and not even on all Jewish calendars; 

but the State of Israel has changed the way most Jews think about themselves and re-ordered for many 

Jews their commitments. 
 

 Those semi-heroic figures who brought Israel into being with meager resources but an abundance 

of will, focused their energy and determination on a dream.  They were the instruments of G-d’s will and 

we have benefited from their sacrifices.  They were and are mere mortals, but their lives were filled with 

the prayers and hopes of one hundred generations of Jews.  The  State of Israel, as it is now, far surpasses 

any of their dreams.  It is a vibrant, vital center for the Jewish people and its Jewish citizens already  

outnumber all the rest of the Jewish people who live outside its borders. 
 

 What is that dream?  Part of the meaning of the dream can be found in the Israeli national 

anthem—the Hatikvah.   In the Hatikvah, Jews sing of the passionate throbbing of the Jewish soul—a 

yearning “to be a free nation in the land of Zion and Jerusalem.”  It is the Jewish soul that traces its 

ancestry back to the time when Abraham realized the Absolute Truth that there can be only one G-d 

creating and fashioning the universe and all that is in it.  The dream encompasses the promise that Eretz 

Yisroel is to be the Jewish homeland forever, and even after thousands of years, Jews from around the 

globe can return and rebuild this land that G-d has promised and given to them. 
 

 Israel is not to be only a haven for Jews, but a creative community that can show the way  for other 

peoples.   The State of Israel is a living, growing nation, and we can only hope that, on this 72nd 

anniversary of its coming into existence, G-d will grant its leaders wisdom.  Yom HaAtzmaut Sameach! 

        

            Rabbi Joel Lehrfield 

Yom HaAtzmaut—5 Iyar 5780—April 29, 2020 
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat/Holiday Services              & Shabbat/Holiday Candlelighting
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat/Holiday Services              & Shabbat/Holiday Candlelighting 
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From the Catering Department 
 

Last month I was fooled.  It was warm for a day or two so I thought spring was here.  Boy was I wrong!!!  
But now I guess it’s normal - still cold but not bitter.  I guess I’ll just have to wait to wear only a sweater instead 
of a coat until Mother Nature makes a real statement. 

I love springtime, when the flowers start poking up their heads for more than a day.  To me, spring is an 
awakening.  Things start greening.  It’s what I call a hopeful time of the year.  Things coming to life after a long 
winter.   Even the outside smells are pleasant.  I don’t garden the way I used to because my knees don’t let me.  
But I can get a few things planted, just to show off a bit.  I’m always amazed when stuff starts poking thru the soil 
after being dormant all winter.  It’s a sign of life after a cold winter and I always feel that the plants and flowers 
know some secret that I don’t know.  I always try to plant some flowers for cutting so that I can bring in some 
special decoration for the table.  It’s really very rewarding knowing it came from my own garden. 

Is everyone aware that in our Village of Lincolnwood, a movie is shown every Friday afternoon?  Not an 
old movie, but a really recent one.  I’m very appreciative of this because I don’t get out to the movies the way I 
used to.  And it’s very close - in the Lincolnwood Library.  It makes me feel good that we chose to live in this 
village so many years ago.  Time sure goes fast.  Sometimes it feels like we moved here only yesterday.  What a 
good choice.  And I wonder how many people know that LJC was one of the first religious organizations in this 
village. 

Just a few facts.  I’m curious how many original members of LJC are still in the village?  I remember the 
person who asked me if I’d be interested in a synagogue here in Lincolnwood.  Boy did I jump at the suggestion.  
When I think of our beginning, I’m always amazed, and very thankful.   

Okay, enough seriousness.  It’s time for a joke:  Dr. Bloom was known for miraculous cures for arthritis.  
His waiting room was filled with people when a little old lady, completely bent, over shuffled in slowly, leaning 
on her cane.  When her turn came, she went into the doctor’s office and emerged within half an hour walking 
completely erect, with her head held high.  A woman in the waiting room who had seen this walked up to the 
little old lady and said, it’s a miracle!  You walked in bent in half and now you’re walking erect.  What did the 
doctor do? 

She answered, miracle, shmiracle…he gave me a longer cane. 

 

Till next time, Shirley Derdiger 

Dear Friends: 
  

 This Passover bulletin has an insert authorizing the sale of your chametz; please fill it out and mail, 
fax or bring it in to the synagogue office. When attending daily weekday services you will also be able to 
complete this form. Please note also the times for the holiday. CRC Passover Booklets will be available, for 
pick-up, at the synagogue. I take this opportunity to wish you and your families a Chag Pesach Kasher 
ve’Sameach, a joyous and proper celebration of this beautiful holiday. 

                                                                                       Sincerely, 
                                                                                                  Rabbi Sam Biber           
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Please join us on 

Shabbat, April 4, 2020 

for the 

Shabbat HaGadol Drasha 

Schedule: 

Drasha: 5:40 pm 

Korech Unwrapped 

 
The Curious Hillel Sandwich 

Presented by Rabbi Sam Biber 

Followed by Mincha,  

Seudah Shlishit & Maariv at 6:50 pm 

Coming  Attractions 
 

Pre-Pesach Shabbat Dinner—April 3, 2020 
Movie in late March 

 

Speakers in April & May 
 

Check your mail and our website for details!!!  
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Pesach Schedule of Events 5780/2020 
 
 Tue 4/7 Shacharit    6:45 am 
  Mincha/Maariv     7:05 pm 
  Bedikat Chametz after    7:52 pm 
     

  Wed 4/8 Erev Pesach 
  Shacharit/Siyum      6:45 am 
  Latest time to eat chametz  10:17 am 
  Latest time to burn  
  & annul chametz  11:35 am 
  Eruv Tavshilin before  7:00 pm 

  Candle lighting (shehechiyanu)   7:04 pm 
  
  Mincha/Maariv     7:05 pm 

                           Seder may begin after      8:06 pm 
 

 Thu 4/9 1st Day of Pesach     
 Shacharit       9:00 am   

 Mincha       7:05 pm 
 Candle lighting (shehechiyanu) after   8:07 pm     

       followed by 2nd Seder 
 

 Fri 4/10 2nd Day of Pesach    
 Shacharit       9:00 am   
 Mincha        6:30 pm 
 Candle lighting      7:00 pm 

 
 Shabbat 4/11 Shacharit/Shir HaShirim    9:00 am 

 Chol Hamoed Mincha/Maariv     7:00 pm 
 Havdalah after     8:11 pm 
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Pesach Schedule of Events 5780/2020 (cont.) 
  

 Sun 4/12-14 Chol Hamoed continues 
      Shacharit      6:30 am 
      Mincha/Maariv     7:10 pm 
 

 Tue 4/14  Erev Yom Tov 
      Shacharit      6:30 am 
      Mincha      7:10 pm 
                 Candle lighting        7:12 pm 
     

 Wed 4/15    7th Day of Pesach 
    Shacharit        9:00 am  

      Mincha/Maariv      7:10 pm 
      Candle lighting after     8:14 pm 
  

 Thu 4/16  8th Day of Pesach 
      Shacharit        9:00 am 

    Yizkor                       10:45 am 
      Mincha/Maariv       7:20 pm  
      Havdalah after       8:16 pm 
 

The Chametz in your home may be used  after 9:15 pm. 
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Pesach – Telling the Story 
 
 "And the more one engages in the recounting of the story of the Exodus, the more praiseworthy it is".  To prove 
this point, the Haggadah recounts the story of the five Sages who spent kol otto halayla , that entire night, telling the 
story of the Exodus.  
 

 "Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria said: Behold, I am like 70 years and I did not merit [convincing the rabbis] that the 
Exodus should be mentioned at night until...”.  The text then goes on to explain the basis for the practice of mentioning 
the Exodus both morning and evening. 
 

 The phrase "that night" in this particular context is significant. Coupled with the focus on Rabbi Elazar ben 
Azaria, it reminds one of bo bayom. that day on which Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria was appointed Nasi, the leader of the 
Jewish people.  The phrase "like 70 years" is yet another reference to that event; the Talmud (Brachot 28a) explains that 
he was actually much younger than 70 when he was appointed.  Fearing that such a youthful person would not get the 
respect he deserved, a "miracle" occurred, and he grew white hair overnight.  This helped him to be taken seriously in his 
new role. 
 

 Sensitivity to others is the central message of the Exodus.  “You shall be kind to the stranger, as you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt” is a refrain that is repeated over and over again in the Bible; it appears a total of 36 times 
in various formulations.  This was a lesson that Rabban Gamliel had initially failed to learn.  He had humiliated another 
of the B'nei Brak Seder participants, Rabbi Yehoshua, on three distinct occasions.  Rabban Gamliel was thus removed 
from office for his lack of sensitivity and replaced by the aforementioned Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria.  Most interestingly 
Rabban Gamliel is missing from the Seder in Bnei Brak. 
 

 While sensitivity is the message of Pesach, the theme of the Haggadah is education.  "And you shall teach your 
children" is an idea that reverberates through almost every aspect of the Seder.  The Talmud introduces the four 
questions with the remark, "If there is no knowledge in the child, the father must teach him.”  The common explanation 
for many of the more curious aspects of the Seder is, “So the children should ask”. The need to tailor our educational 
approach to the unique needs of each individual child is the theme of the Four Children. 
 

 Rabban Gamliel and Rav Elazar ben Azaria personified two different approaches to education.  Rabban Gamliel 
felt that serious Torah study was only for the elite few.  Rabbi Elazar had a more inclusive approach, allowing all who 
were interested into the Beit Midrash.  The Talmud notes that, on the day of Rav Elazar's appointment, the guard that 
Rabban Gamliel had stationed at the doorway to block all but the best students was removed; 700 benches had to be 
added to accommodate those who had previously been refused entry. 
 

 Rabban Gamliel also seemed to move amongst the financial elite. As a man of great wealth, the Talmud notes how 
unaware he was of the struggles of those of his rabbinic colleagues who were financially less fortunate.  “Woe unto the 
generation in which Rabban Gamliel is its provider” (Brachot 28a).  It is most difficult for the wealthy to feel the pain of 
the poor.  
 

 Yet the Talmud beautifully relates how Rabban Gamliel learned the necessary lessons from his demotion. 
Displaying great humility and sensitivity, he continued to attend the Beit Midrash under Rav Elazar's leadership.  After 
he apologized to Rabbi Yehoshua, he was actually reinstated to his former position, sharing duties with Rabbi Elazar ben 
Azaria. 
 

 And despite his absence from that famous Seder in B'nei Brak, we do find Rabban Gamliel with a central role at 
the Seder.  “Rabban Gamliel said, whoever does not recite these three things has not fulfilled their obligation: Pesach, 
Matzah and Marror”.  Interestingly, while Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria is inclusive; “All the days of your life, to include the 
evening Shema”, Rabban Gamliel is exclusive; “has not fulfilled their obligation”. 
 

 This duality is a necessary component of Jewish life.  While we must always strive to be inclusive, we need to be 
reminded that there are limits to what we can accept.  Some things are just outside the bounds of tolerable behavior. 
We reflect on this duality in our attitudes towards the Wicked Son himself.  We welcome him to our Seder, but we speak 
most harshly to, actually, about, him.  Interestingly, the verse the Torah quotes in response to the question of the rasha 
does not appear in the Haggadah's response to him; instead, it is Rabban Gamliel's explanation for why we eat the 
paschal lamb. 
 

 The paschal lamb can only be eaten by believing Jews, and only by those assigned to that specific korban.  No last
-minute guests were allowed to participate.  On the other hand, Rabbi Elazar's teaching regarding the recital of the 
Shema is derived from the verses describing Pesach in Jerusalem, where all types of Jews would gather together to 
celebrate.  
 

 We need to accept both of these approaches, that of Rabban Gamliel and that of Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria.  One 
may argue about where the line falls between welcoming all and maintaining standards.  But if we err, especially in our 
generation, I would much prefer to err on the side of inclusivity. Chag Sameach!   Rabbi Sam Biber 
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Pesach Milestones 
 
MECHIRAT CHAMETZ 
 One is not allowed to eat, own, or derive pleasure from their chametz during Pesach. One must sell their chametz 
through the Rabbi prior to Monday, April 7. Beginning Sunday, March 22, I will be available at the synagogue 15 
minutes before Mincha and 15 minutes after Maariv, Sunday through Thursday for you to drop off your Chametz 
Authorization Form. Forms will be available also. There is a form found in the bulletin which can be mailed, faxed or 
presented in person. You are encouraged to do this. All proceeds will be donated to Maot Chitim so that the needy can 
properly celebrate this joyous holiday. 
 
THE FAST OF THE FIRSTBORN 
 Firstborn males, bechorim, are required to fast on Erev Pesach in commemoration of the final plague, Makat 
Bechorot, when Hashem killed every first-born Egyptian and saved every first-born Jew. The fast will be observed on 
Wednesday, April 8. As in all years, the fast can be circumvented by participation in a Seudat Mitzvah, such as a Siyum, 
which will be held in the synagogue, following Shacharit. A continental breakfast will be served.  
 
BEDIKAT CHAMETZ 
 This year, Bedikat Chametz, the search for chametz, takes place on Tuesday night, April 7 after 7:52 pm.  After 
the search, Kol Chamira (nullification declaration, for unidentified chametz) is recited. As in other years the mitzvah is 
performed with a bracha only if done on the designated night. Those who are traveling or are otherwise unable to do the 
search that night, should do so without a bracha on the last night they will be present in their home.. 
 
BI’UR CHAMETZ 
 One may eat chametz until 10:17am, Wednesday, April 8. It is then necessary to burn the chametz before 11:35 
am. The second Kol Chamira (nullification declaration of all chametz) is said following the burning of the chametz. 
 
ERUV TAVSHILIN 
 When a festival day coincides with Friday, the question of preparing on that day for Shabbat may arise. For while 
one may cook on a festival day, one may not do so if of the food is intended solely for the next day. By setting up an 
eruv tavshilin, Jewish law ruled it permissible to prepare on the festival day for the next (Sabbath) day.  
 
 This is done as follows: on the eve of the festival, Wednesday, April 8, two foods are set aside, one cooked and 
one baked (matzah, fish, meat, or a hard-boiled egg, etc.) and the following blessing is recited:  
 

 Baruch Ata Ado-nai Elo-hainu Melech ha-olam asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu al mitzvat eruv.  
  

 After the blessing, the following declaration is added: "With this eruv, it shall be permitted for us to bake, cook, 
warm, kindle light and take care of all our needs on Yom Tov for the Sabbath."  
The foods set aside as the eruv tavshilin should be eaten on Shabbat.  
 
             Rabbi Sam Biber 

Sisterhood Helps Build 

Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrzeit 
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to 
work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in 
the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office.  Donations are $5 for your personal  
message. 

 Thank you for your good wishes in 
honor of my grandson Daniel’s Bar 
Mitzvah. 

    Wini Weisman 
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