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Rabbi Biber’s Message 

Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 4 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 

Bulletin 

Tu B’Shevat Message 
 

L’Chiam to the Trees 
 

 Tu B'Shvat, the holiday of fruit trees, recalls the Garden of Eden, and 
the human quest for spiritual refinement. 
 

      Happy New Year! 
 

 No, I'm not locked in a time warp. Tu B'Shvat, the 15th of the Hebrew 
month Shvat, is the New Year for Fruit of the Trees. And according to the 
mystic tradition, Tu B'Shvat is a day of great significance. Why? 
 

The Torah and Trees 
 

 Let us begin in the Torah itself. The Torah admonishes us not to 
destroy anything needlessly. Even when besieging an enemy city, fruit 
trees may not be destroyed. 
 

 Unlike the terseness that so frequently characterizes the written 
Torah, a reason is explicitly stated. The Torah tells us that human beings 
are like the trees of the field (Devarim 20:19). 
 

 Our roots are securely embedded in terra firma. Our first experiences 
with reality are physical and tangible. Then we grow beyond our roots. 
We extend our branches toward the heavens as we search for connection 
and meaning. We devote our lives to the production of fruit. We yearn to 
leave an enduring mark that we too were here. 
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President’s Perspective 

Thanks to our High Holiday Ushers! 
 

   Thank you to all the people who helped usher during High Holiday Services. 

Larry Brown   Jeff Light 
Stuart Kalman   Anna Moscovitch 
Paul Kramer 

Thanks to Adina Kalman and Sarah Kramer for help with babysitting. 
 

Thank you to Richard and Yadviga for helping set up. 
 

And a big thank you to Walsh Security and to the Lincolnwood Police Department. 
Please forgive me if anyone was inadvertently omitted. 
 

                 Steve Kramer 

                 Sergeant-at-Arms 

 The secular New Year is now upon us, along with the onset of winter (if it actually comes). Please remember 
that LJCAGBI is a warm place to spend some time, whether it’s the early morning for Shacharit, the evening for 
Ma’ariv, on Shabbat for davening and kiddush, or at one of our educational or social programs. 

 In particular, our twice-daily minyanim are in need of your participation. Whether you are a regular attendee 
or have an occasional morning or evening available, please let Paul Kramer know if you are able to attend 
services. Paul has been working diligently for two years to ensure that anyone needing to say Kaddish has a daily 
minyan available at LJCAGBI. When you are available, please consider coming to the morning or evening 
minyan to help perform this mitzvah. Breakfast is now available after Shacharit for all attendees. 

 As you know, the Rabbi Search Committee has been working hard to identify viable 
candidates to consider for our next Rabbi. We hope to have candidates for you to meet in the 
next couple of months, even as we consider other possible candidates to lead our Shul forward 
in a warm and positive manner. In the meanwhile, we will be seeking assistance from 
congregants and outside advisors to help us find our permanent leadership. 

 We will be hosting our annual Tu’Bishvat seder, which will take place after Shabbat 
services on February 8. Please join us for this “haimish” event. In March, Purim will be here 
before you know it and I’m looking forward to the good cheer that comes with my favorite 
holiday. Don’t forget to save the date for our Purim celebration, beginning with Megillah 
reading and a break-fast meal and entertainment on Monday, March 9. 

 Please watch your mail for upcoming programs and for opportunities to meet Rabbinic 
candidates during the next couple of months. We hope that everyone will take advantage of the opportunities 
when they arise. 

        Stay safe and warm this winter. 

             Marcia Kramer 

             President 
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Announcements 
 

Mazal Tov: 
 

To Rabbi & Mrs. Sam Biber on the 

Bat Mitzvah celebration of their 

granddaughter, Alexandra 

Magence. 
 

To Arlene & Larry Miller on the 

engagement of their daughter 

Rebecca to Austin Blank, son of 

Judy Blank and the late Steven 

Blank. 
 

To Renee & Joe Silberman on the 

birth of their granddaughter, 

Manya Amalia. Mazel tov to the 

parents Adina & Ricky 

Silberman. 

Speedy Recovery:  
 

 Wini Weisman 
  

Condolences 
 to the families of: 
 

 Bebe Drayer 

 Tama Snitovsky 

Your presence is greatly 
 needed: please attend 
  

 Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. 
Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained 
two daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Min-
cha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter 
months). It continues to be difficult to guaran-
tee that 10 men will be present for davening.  
 

 Your help is urgently needed to ensure 
that a full minyan is present for everyone, 
especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in 
their year of mourning. Please attend when-
ever you are able. 

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin! 
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so 

everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at 

bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (March-April, 2020 

issue Sunday, February 16, 2020). All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be 

edited for space or content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the 

Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further details. 
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Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued  from page 1 

 A tzaddik – a holy person – is compared to an inverted tree. He draws his sustenance from the heavens and 
gives his fruit to the earth itself, and to anyone who is of the earth. 
 

 We all wish for lives of substance, but we grow weary. The mystic scholars ask: How does the tzaddik draw his 
strength? The answer is that he draws his strength from the Tree of Life itself.  What is the Tree of Life? 
 

The Tree of Life 
 

 The answer lies in the Garden of Eden, where there were two trees – the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil 
and the Tree of Life. When Adam and Eve were banished from Paradise, angels armed with fiery swords prevented 
them from returning to the Tree of Life. (Bereishit 2:9 and 3:22-24). 
 

 The literal meaning of Eden is the Garden of Refinement. There, the inherent link between God and His 
creation was apparent. There was no shell of coarseness – no human superficiality or human arrogance to conceal 
Him. All of nature revealed its source. 
 

 The Tree of Life was in the center of the garden. It gave us the spiritual nurture that made us not only human, 
but also enabled us to be holy. It had the power to do so because it was the mystic embodiment of the Torah, before 
that holy book was put into words. 
 

 We no longer live in a world characterized by refinement. Instead of being nurtured by the Tree of Life, we are 
all too conscious of the taste left by the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. That other tree offered us 
the desire for evil that is as vivid as our desire for good. 
 

 Tu B'Shvat is the day we learn once more how to cultivate ourselves. How do we tap into the power of the day? 
 

The Sap is Rising 
 

 Let us look at the structure of the day in Jewish consciousness.  First, this is the traditional day that God 
instructed Moses to begin the process of explaining the Torah “very well” (Devarim 27:8). What aspect of Moses’ 
explanation does this refer to? Rashi teaches that the words “very well” mean that Moses explained the Torah in 70 
languages. 
 

 The depth of this teaching is that it is possible to find the truth of Torah from any possible way of looking at 
life, which is of course the source of language, as long as we remain honest. 
 

 Yet our emotional agendas sometimes fool us. We think we are searching for the Tree of Life, but we wouldn't 
see it if it poked a branch directly at us. We are too busy looking at everything else. We are, after all, only human. 
We have already partaken of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, and find it almost impossible at times to tell 
the two trees apart. 
 

 It is for this reason that the Sages of the Talmud tell us that on this day, we should pray for a good Etrog – one 
of the four species that are taken and blessed on Sukkot. Yet Sukkot has already faded into the past. Why are we 
thinking of an Etrog? 
 

 The simple reason is that at this season the sap is rising, and the tree is beginning the process of eventually 
giving fruit. This is true of all trees. So why is Tu B’Shvat special to the Etrog? 
 

 Because of its shape, the Etrog represents the symbol of the heart. This is the day we can pray for purity of the 
heart.  We are fragile and fail. But the power of prayer can move us it its source – to infinity, to God. It can give us 
access to the Tree of Life. 
 

Purity of Heart 
 

 A rule that your grandmother may have told you, as mine did, is when you ask for something, be sure that you 
want it. And if you really want something, what are you doing about it? 
 

 On Tu B’Shvat we ask: Do we really want purity of the heart?  We demonstrate our sincerity for a pure heart 
and our search for the Tree of Life by not corrupting our physical experience. One way to do this is to change our 
attitude to food, since eating is the most primal of our physical desires. 
 

 We consume an enormous amount a food in the course of a lifetime. It is part of God's plan to let us come into 
contact with His kindness and generosity, and what we eat and the way that we relate to eating impacts the way we 
experience life. God is either in the picture or out of it. 
 
 On Tu B’Shvat, we redefine how we regard the world by committing to sanctify our eating. We try to eat less 
impulsively and more with higher awareness. 
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 This striving is articulated in many communities by sitting down together and having a Tu B'Shvat Seder. 
At such a seder, fruit is eaten.  Some have the custom of tasting 15 different types, since this on the 15th of Shvat. 
While savoring the fruits, try to envision their root, the source of all life. Let yourself savor the spiritual essence of 
the Land of Israel, by eating its produce.  
 

 Most of all have a Happy New Year! 
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Sisterhood Helps Build 

Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrzeit 
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to 
work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in 
the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office.  Donations are $5 for your personal  
message. 

 We deeply appreciate the vocal and 
written expressions of sympathy and 
support during the sudden and 
untimely passing of our 49 year old 
daughter, Tama.  We thank all those 
who sent cards and donations to 
Ketura Haddassah in her memory. 

   Bobbie & Norman Snitovsky 

 In memory of my father, Marvin 
Stein, on his yahrzeit.  I miss him 
very much. 

   Sid & Jocelyn Verson 
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 Our rummage sale is always a very interesting and educational event!   
 

 As usual, I want to thank our wonderful members,  Carolyn Greenstein, Marcia and Paul Kramer, Steve 

Kramer, Estelle Kriv, Jeff Light and Paulette Rafalson who came to help.  Also, we could not have done any-

thing without the help of Richard and Yadviga, and, of course, Chava. 

                   Jocelyn Verson 

                   Rummage Sale Chairperson 

Rummage Sale Thanks 

In Honor of International Holocaust Rememberance Day 

January 27, 2020 
On 27 January 1945, Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi 

concentration and death camp, was liberated by the Red Army.  

Remembering and Honoring Those We Have Lost in the Shoah 
(Alexander Goldstein in attendance) 

 

75th Anniversary of the Deportation of the Jews of Galanta and Dunajska Streda, Slovakia to Auschwitz 
 

This past summer the descendents of the survivors of Galanta and Dunajska Streda returned to their 
ancestral homes from around the world to observe the 75th anniversary of the destruction of their families' 
communities in the Holocaust.  I was among them. 
 

The city of Dunajska Streda was home to Jews for eight centuries and at the time of the Shoah, was 80% 
Jewish, with a Jewish population of over 3000. 
 

Galanta, where my parents are buried, had a Jewish community for two and a half centuries and was 10% 
Jewish, with a Jewish population of 1,400. 
 
 

 
 

Original Prisoner Information Card from Auschwitz Fleischman Iren A”H Leah Goldstein mother 

Continued on page 11 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auschwitz-Birkenau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Army
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat                Services & Shabbat Candlelighting
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat                Services & Shabbat Candlelighting 
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From the Catering Department 
It’s so hard to believe that this is already the end of 2019.  Do you notice that the older you get, the faster 

the year comes to an end?  Somehow, I don’t pay attention to the date all the time; only when I have something 
special to do on a particular day, and then I mark my calendar.  I’m sure I’m not the only one who notices how 
fast the end of the year shows up.  But all in all, this past year was a good one. 
 

Of course, we’re still looking for a permanent rabbi.  I don’t think we realize how lucky we’ve been all 
these years having Rabbi Lehrfield with us.  We started our shul together.  I remember sitting in the jury box at 
Village Hall when Rabbi Lehrfield first came to us.  How quickly the years have gone bye.  Families have grown 
up and moved away.  It’s like a dream.  Yet it seems like only yesterday when a friend said to me, “would you be 
interested in seeing a shul here in Lincolnwood?”  We were the first of any religious entity here in Lincolnwood, 
and we should be very proud. Not only were we the first, we had the same rabbi all these years. 
 

Many children grew up and came back on their own to join our terrific congregation.  When I think back to 
when we had Hebrew school, we had shifts.  There were so many children.  We were very prolific.  Time, 
obviously, went very fast.  But that’s life, as they say.   I remember when our lower level was a gym/basketball 
court, and the seating was primarily, at holiday time, for students who came home for the holidays.  Little by little 
we kept growing and the lower level filled up.  We did well.  All the holidays were special, and I remember that 
Rabbi always seemed to have a kid on his shoulders.  These are such good memories.  Wishing everyone a happy 
new year 2020.  See you in shul. 
                     
                    Your friend, Shirley Derdiger 

 

Tu B’shvat Seder after Shabbat services on February 8.   

Enjoy fruits from Israel while celebrating another New Year!! 

PURIM 
March 10 

Erev Purim—March 9, Megilla reading, Break fast sudah, friends, 

entertainment 

(maybe end of winter!) 
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Continued from page 7 

 
Of those who survived, the majority left for the US, Canada, or Israel and made new lives for themselves 

abroad.  Today only a handful remain in the area but they are active in keeping alive the memory of what for 
centuries were thriving Jewish communities. 

 

By the Summer of 1944 most of the Jewish men of both towns had been taken to Forced Labor camps and so 
were not at home on June 15, 1944 when the remaining Jews, mostly women and children, were taken from their 
homes, crowded into the towns' synagogues, then transferred to railway stations and deported in cattle cars to 
Auschwitz.  Few returned.   

 

In my own region, Galanta, a two day event was scheduled, with the first day dedicated to reconnecting 
descendents of survivors with each other. Slide shows of old pictures were prepared as a means of presenting a 
depiction of local Jewish life as it had been for the two hundred fifty years of its existence: pictures of Jewish-
owned businesses, streets and storefronts, restaurants, wedding halls, as well as advertisements collected over the 
years from such spots. As you can imagine, this prompted discussion and story-telling, each of us with our own 
tales of familiar names and grandchildren, and of our ancestors’ lives, both in struggle and in happiness.  
 

Famous Rabbis of Galanta: 
 

Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky A”H (1867 – 17 October 1948),[1] also known as the Maharitz, was the first Rebbe of 
Dushinsky and Chief Rabbi (Gavad) of the Edah HaChareidis of Jerusalem. 

 
Rabbi Yehoshua Buxbaum, A”H (Galanta Rov) (1877 – June 17, 1944) was under the patronage of  Count Franz 

Esterhazy , who granted a writ of privilege to Galanta’s Jews. 

    ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

As part of the cultural festival, an exhibition was held at the Contemporary Hungarian Gallery, where artists 
from several perspectives highlight the history of their relatives through their work. The list includes photographer 
Lacko Jose Andrés, Adrienn Kutak, artist, sculptor, painter Aliz Omer Lőwy and collector Licor Wosner Kertész.  

 

"My mom was born here.  My grandparents were deported to Auschwitz and did not return.  I have photographed the 
city extensively and produced a collage informed by what I know of my ancestors' home, bringing the city and my 
family back to life through my art.  I am very proud of my roots in Dunajska Steda", said Licor Wosner Kertesz. 

 
As part of the event, there were 63 Stolpersteine (inscribed brass cobblestones) placed at 11 points in Dunajska Streda, 

where the families deported to Auschwitz lived. The first Stolpersteine were set by Tibor Kornfeld last year on his main street, 
commemorating his grandparents. This year, during the observance, he introduced the descendants from abroad to the homes 
of their ancestors. The first stop of the walk was at the Yellow Castle, where 12 Stolpersteine were laid down. Here are the 
five Stolpersteine at the home where the Altmann family once lived. 

 

One of the most important events of the Jewish Cultural Festival was the commemoration of the Jewish cemetery, the 
Ascara. The Dunajska Streda Jewish Cemetery is 300 years old, with 2,500 graves. Those who died in camps have no graves. 
In the cemetery, a memorial wall was set for them by the local Jewish community 5 years ago with 2735 names.  On this 

continued on page 12 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yosef_Tzvi_Dushinsky_(first_Dushinsky_rebbe)#cite_note-FOOTNOTERossoff2005385-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebbe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dushinsky_(Hasidic_dynasty)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edah_HaChareidis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
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occasion another 200 were added.  

 

Representatives of Slovak and Hungarian Jewish organizations, mayors and descendants of Holocaust survivors attended 
the commemoration. Speakers emphasized that this dark era of history should be remembered, young people must be introduced 
to the sad past, so that history cannot repeat itself. At the commemoration, several descendants of survivors also spoke. 

   

The event was attended by Zvi-Aviner Vapni, the ambassador of Israel in Slovakia, who highlighted the commemoration 
of two purposes: to remember and remind. 
 

 On Asarah B'Tevet, the 10th day of the Jewish month of Tevet, in the year 3336 from Creation (425 BCE), 
the armies of the Babylonian emperor Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem. Thirty months later—on 
9 Tammuz 3338—the city walls were breached, and on 9 Av of that year the Holy Temple was destroyed. The 
Jewish people were then exiled to Babylonia for 70 years. 

 Asarah B'Tevet (this year, January 7, 2020) is observed as a day of fasting, mourning and repentance. We 
refrain from food and drink from daybreak to nightfall, and add selichot and other special supplements to our 
prayers. The fast ends at nightfall or as soon as you see three medium sized stars in the sky.  More recently, Tevet 
10 was chosen to also serve as a "general kaddish day" for the victims of the Holocaust, many of whose day of 
martyrdom is unknown. 

Asarah B’Tevet—January 7, 2020 

Continued from page 11 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/144575/jewish/What-Is-Tisha-BAv.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/609607/jewish/Jewish-Fast-Days.htm
https://www.chabad.org/calendar/zmanim_cdo/aid/143790/jewish/Zmanim-Halachic-Times.htm

