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Rabbi Biber’s Message 

Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 4 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 
         Bulletin 

Chanukah: Looking Backwards and Forwards 

The holiday of Chanukah is a most beloved one. Lighting the 
candles is the only mitzvah that has, built into its performance, a three-
tiered system; what we may call good, better and best. We begin with the 
basic mitzvah of one candle per household on each of the eight nights of 
Chanukah. We may opt for the more beautified version, mehadrin, where 
we light candles according to the number of people in the home on each 
night. Finally, there is the most beautiful manner in which to perform the 
mitzvah, mehadrin min hamehadrin, where we increase the number of 
candles each night. 

 

Not surprisingly, Jews the world over all perform the mitzvah in the 
most beautiful fashion, mehadrin min hamehadrin. While we no longer 
have a Temple, and the Maccabees are just a blip in our history (one that 
quickly descended from its initial glory), the Jewish people instinctively 
understood that Chanukah has an eternal message. 

 

Through the dark years of our long exile, the light of Menorah has 
guided and sustained us. Many Jews whose Judaism is little more than a 
flicker in their lives meticulously light the candles as mehadrin min 
hamehadrin, even if they simultaneously observe ceremonies of the 
dominant faith culture. They understand, even if they can't articulate it, that 
the world needs a strong Judaism and a strong Jewish people. The battle of 
the Maccabees was the battle of all freedom-loving peoples, one that has 
inspired so many throughout history. Yet it is all too easy for the lights to 
burn out into the winter darkness, never to be rekindled again. 
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President’s Perspective 

 As the Holy Days and Sukkot are now over, I want to thank everyone who helped organize and run services, from 
Rosh Hashana through Simchat Torah. This includes everyone who led the davening, arranged seating, ushered, printed 
tickets as well as those who participated in the planning that goes into the process of getting this done. I don’t have 
room for all the names, but thanks go to our gabbayim, Mitchell Sandler, Dan Gutstein, Joe Silberman and Paul 
Kramer. Thanks to Steve Kramer, who worked overtime in his dual capacity as Vice President of House and Sargent-at-
Arms, organizing security over the holidays, and ensuring that everything ran smoothly with seating and so much more. 
 

 We appreciate that Chazzan Kenny Baker joined us for the High Holydays and Shimini Atzeret, as well as Rabbi 
Yehuda Meyers, who gave inspiring sermons on Shabbat Sukkot and Shimini Atzeret. Thanks also to Michael Kirshner 

who provided us with delicious food from Starr Kosher Catering; sponsoring erev Simchat Torah 
dinner as well as catering the annual Ruth Ginsburg Simchat Torah luncheon, and so many other 
events, including cholent in the sukkah on the first day of Sukkot. Rychard and Jadviga are owed 
special thanks for all the work they do on a daily basis to keep our shul in such great shape, 
especially with all the demands of the holidays. The office staff, Chava Gutman and Janice Thall, 
also deserve a yasher koach for all they have done during this busy time of year. 
  
 Now that a new month is here, we can look forward to many more activities in the shul. 
Collection of items for the annual Sisterhood Rummage Sale starts on November 4th. Please drop off 
your gently used goods during business hours or in the evening at 7:00 pm, when you come for 
Maariv service. 
  

 The annual Lox Box is also coming up soon—orders are being taken now for a Sunday morning treat on Nov. 18th. 
This is a fundraiser for the shul, so please be sure to ask your friends, family and neighbors if they would like to 
purchase a lox box too. 
 

 After enjoying your lox box, come to LJCAGBI to learn more about investing from Richard Kalman—you will see 
more details about this in the Bulletin. Then on December 8, we are again presenting the Bender Lecture Series on the 
topic of Comparative Criminal Justice: Balancing the Interests of the Accused and Victim Under U.S. and Israeli Law. 
MCLE credit is available for all lawyers! 
 

 Aside from our fundraising, educational programs and daily services, we will continue our search for a permanent 
Rabbi to serve the LJCAGBI community. Please join us in celebrating all that LJCAGBI has to offer. 
 
                        Marcia Kramer 
                        President  

Thanks to our High Holiday Ushers! 
 

   Thank you to all the people who helped usher during High Holiday Services. 

Larry Brown   Jeff Light 
Stuart Kalman   Anna Moscovitch 
Paul Kramer 

Thanks to Adina Kalman and Sarah Kramer for help with babysitting. 
 

Thank you to Rychard and Yadviga for helping set up. 
 

And a big thank you to Walsh Security and to the Lincolnwood Police Department. 
Please forgive me if anyone was inadvertently omitted. 
 

                 Steve Kramer 

                 Sergeant-at-Arms 
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Announcements 
Mazal Tov: 
 

To Rabbi & Mrs. Sam Biber on the 

Bat Mitzvah celebration of their 

granddaughter, Tamar Biber. 
 

To Phyllis Kaplan on the marriage of  

her grandson, Jonathan Gilbert, 

son of Shira and Don Gilbert of 

Carmichael CA to Stephanie 

Weiss. 
 

To Jocelyn & Sid Verson on the Bar 

Mitzvah of their grandson, 

Harrison Lev Baum, son of Marla 

& Jon Baum. 

 

Speedy Recovery:  
 

 Eileen Feder 

 Sherwin Pogrund 

 Myrna Rosenberg 

  

Condolences 
 to the families of: 
 

 Darwin Berkowitz 

 Mitchell Kruzel 

 Robert Markson 

 Cyril Ramer 

 Marv Rosett 

 Frances Sacksner 

 Eva Seltzer 

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend 
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two dai-
ly minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It 
continues to be difficult to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is 
urgently needed to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who 
have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able. 

Lox Box Assistance Needed 
 

Saturday Night—November 16, 6:00 pm 
Packers  

 

Sunday Morning—November 17 
 

Early packers at 4:30 am 
Drivers and Runners after 6:30 am  

and before 8 am  
 

Please respond to Paul Kramer  
312-343-2200 or 

paul.kramer@dkmortgage.com  

See and buy artistic creations by our own 

Joyce Sklar, Sunday November 24, 9am till 

3pm, 3601 W, Dempster St, Skokie. 

mailto:paul.kramer@dkmortgage.com
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Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued  from page 1 

A debate between Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai, the two great schools of Jewish learning at the turn of the 
first millennium, may help shed light on the best approach to preserving our Jewish heritage. 

 

While we are familiar with the position of Beit Hillel that we are to light candles in ascending order, starting 
with one candle the first night and culminating in eight on the last night, Beit Shammai rules that one should do the 
reverse, beginning with eight on the first night and working our way down to one. The Talmud explains that Beit 
Shammai focuses on the yamim hanichnasim, the entering days of the holiday; so that with eight days ahead of us, we 
light eight candles on the first night. Conversely, Beit Hillel focuses on the yamim hayotzim, the days that are leaving; 
thus, as we begin Chanukah, there is only one candle to light. 

 

The view of Beit Shammai makes perfect sense. As Chanukah begins, we look forward to eight days of 
celebration. “Opening night” is most special, much like Pesach and Sukkot, where the actual obligation to eat matzah 
or to sit in the sukkah applies on the first night only. Beit Shammai is future-oriented, something much attuned to the 
ethos of our society. They look ahead and see great potential; there is so much the Jewish people can accomplish. 

 

This approach can also explain the second reason the Talmud offers for the approach of Beit Shammai. As on 
Sukkot, when we bring 70 bulls in descending order (starting with 13 on day one and ending with 7 on day 7), so, too, 
we descend when we light the menorah. Our Sages (Rashi, Sukkot 55b) explain that the 70 bulls represent the 70 
nations of the world; and on Sukkot, we pray for their atonement. Beit Shammai sees the great possibility of Jew and 
non-Jew living in harmony, praying for the welfare of each other. What a beautiful future. 

 

Yet it is only natural that as the holiday progresses, the excitement of the celebration diminishes. As we grasp 
that the Jewish people and the nations of the world often don't live up to that potential, the light on our menorah gets 
dimmer and dimmer. 

 

Beit Hillel has a different approach. One must start with the foundation. The Jewish people, first and 
foremost, gain their inspiration from our past: from our Matriarchs and Patriarchs, the Exodus, the era of David and 
Solomon, Esther and Mordechai and from the Sages of the Talmud—and on and on it goes. It is our past that inspires 
us to build a better future. We celebrate not what might be, but what we have accomplished. We build slowly each 
day, adding to the foundation of what came beforehand. A great future may beckon, but the path to get there is a slow, 
long-drawn-out one—adding a little light each day. This is the meaning of the more famous Talmudic explanation for 
the view of Beit Hillel, that ma'alin bekodesh; we must ascend in holiness, and may not diminish. 

 

Jewish law follows the opinion of Beit Hillel. It is better to start with limited expectations and to slowly 
exceed them step-by-step. We can avoid the disappointment of not meeting lofty but ultimately unrealistic goals. 

 

There is a tradition that in the messianic age, Jewish law will follow the opinion of Beit Shammai. The 
messiah will come when we are able to actualize our potential, when we will have ascended high in holiness. At that 
point, we can look forward to a glorious future that will only get better over time. Chanukah Sameach! 

The Succah Team 

Thanks to the team that assembled and disassembled out 

Succah: 

Henry Kalter, Team Leader 

Rob Chimberoff 

Gary Goodman 

David Ganellen 

Marcia Kramer 

Paul Kramer 

Steve Kramer   

Jeff Liebling 

Joel Mazor 

Ady Rodman 

Dov Steinberg 

Rychard & Yadviga 
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Simchat Torah Luncheon 
 

Many thanks to all of our 2019 Ruth Ginsburg Simchat Torah Fund Sponsors* 

 
 

* It isn’t too late to become a sponsor of the Simchat Torah luncheon and support Kiddushim 

throughout the year! Just contact the Shul office to become a sponsor. 

Beverly Alpern 

Joyce Chabner 

Shirley Derdiger 

Helaine Ellenby 

Dr. Marc & Eileen Feder 

Bobbie Fink 

Phyllis Fogelson 

Linda Fishman 

Marvin Ginsburg 

Alex & Leah Goldstein 

Gloria Goldstein 

Mort & Debbie Goodman 

Leslie Gore 

Alan & Yael Groner 

Dr. Dan & Kari Gutstein 

Paul & Marcia Kramer 

Rabbi & Mrs. Joel Lehrfield 

Jeff & Edie Light 

Dr. David & Ruth Marcus 

Regine & Stuart Meisel 

Larry & Dr. Arlene Miller 

Myron & Anna Moscovitch 

Darlene Piell 

Howard & Paulette Rafalson 

Paula Resnick 

Jack Rosen 

Helen Rosenberg 

Mimi Rosenbush 

Mitchell Sandler 

Dr. Joe & Renee Silberman 

Arnie & Joyce Sklar 

Jerry & Merilyn Thall 

Merle Warshausky 

Wini Weisman 

Marilyn Zeller 

 

The Honorable Gerald C. Bender Memorial Lecture 
 

Sunday, December 8 

9:00am-12:00pm 

 

Comparative Criminal Justice: Balancing the Interests of the Accused and 

Victim Under U.S. and Israeli Law 

Presented in partnership with the Decalogue Society of Lawyers  
(MCLE credit available to all attorneys.)  

 

Sponsors welcome—contact the shul office 
 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 
7117 Crawford, Lincolnwood 
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Kiddush Club 
Join us on Shabbat morning after davening to have a L’chaim and socialize.  Our 

libations are not funded by the Shul, so we thank those that have made 

a recent contribution to our Kiddush Fund: 

Natalia Pascal & Ron Ganellen 
Yael & Alan Groner  
Kari & Daniel Gutstein  
Darlene Piell 

Regine & Stuart Meisel  
Arlene & Larry Miller  
Anna & Myron Moscovitch  
Mitchell Sandler 

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin! 
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so 

everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at 

bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (January—February 

2020 issue Sunday, December 15, 2019). All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may 

be edited for space or content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the 

Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further details. 
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Markson’s Musings—In tribute to our friend, a smart, sweet man.  We miss you. 

Sisterhood Helps Build 
Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrzeit 
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to 
work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in 
the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office.  Donations are $5 for your personal  
message. 

 In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
our grandson, Harrison Lev 
Baum, son of Marla and Jon 
Baum.  He was wonderful!  We 
are so proud of him. 

   Jocelyn & Sid Verson 

 Thank you to our synagogue 
family and friends for your 
thoughtful cards and 
contributions wishing me a 
speedy recovery. 

   Eileen Feder 

The Honorable Gerald C. Bender Memorial Lecture 
 

Sunday, December 8 

9:00am-12:00pm 

 

Comparative Criminal Justice: Balancing the Interests of the Accused and 

Victim Under U.S. and Israeli Law 

Presented in partnership with the Decalogue Society of Lawyers  
(MCLE credit available to all attorneys.)  

 

Sponsors welcome—contact the shul office 
 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 
7117 Crawford, Lincolnwood 

A Jewish man took his Passover lunch to eat outside in the park. He sat down on a bench and began eating. 
 

A little while later a blind man came by and sat down next to him. 
 

Feeling neighborly, the Jewish man passed a sheet of matzo to the blind man. 
 

The blind man ran his fingers over the matzo for a few minutes, looked puzzled, and finally exclaimed,  
 

“Who wrote this crap?” 
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat                Services & Shabbat Candlelighting
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat                Services & Shabbat Candlelighting 
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From the Catering Department 
 Brr…as winter approaches, not fall or autumn: Years ago we seemed to have spring & fall on a regular basis. I 
remember walking to school in the fall, and adding a sweater.  I don’t ever remember liking or looking forward to 
winter.  I remember having radiators in our apartment and waiting anxiously for the heat to start coming up.  We 
didn’t have thermostats in our apartment and were at the mercy of our janitor, who worked for the owner of the 
building.  Even though he stoked the furnace, it didn’t really warm us up till after I left for school.  We’d hang our 
clothes on the radiator for extra warmth.  I admit that when we bought our first house, the idea that we could have 
heat whenever we wanted was the biggest treat. 
 

 The things we take for granted!!!  Have you noticed that we always seem to be looking back at things we want 
to remember and sometimes in remembering, things seem better than they actually were?  That’s a reason for not 
rushing decisions of great importance.  I guess that’s why sales people always say, buy now while the offer is still 
good.  Waiting is hard, patience is a learned trait.  I don’t know who’s better at waiting, men or women.  Certainly 
not children.  They always want what they want NOW. 
 

 Remembering is another skill.  Perhaps because I’m a woman, I think women remember more than men.  A 
small example: slacks, we never called them pants; silk stockings (before nylons), we never called them hose.  
Does anyone remember what kind of stockings we wore before nylon?  Think about it.  I remember walking to 
school in Chicago winters and not being allowed to wear slacks (pants). If guys wore skirts we’d have been 
warmer much sooner!   Pantyhose, the best ever item made for girls & women.  It did away with garter belts.  It 
kept us warmer on those long walks to school.  Soooo, remembering isn’t always fun.  What is fun is not freezing 
in the cold of winter…try to remember that! 
 

 Now for that bit of humor:  At the Russian military academy a general gave a lecture on potential problems 
and military strategy.  After the lecture an officer asked: “will there be a third world war and will Russia take part?  
The general answered in the affirmative.  Against who, was the next question.  And the answer:  all indications 
point to China.  The officer than continued: we’re only 150 million and they are 1500 million.  Can we win?  The 
general said: just think, in modern warfare it’s not the quantity but the quality.  For example, in the Middle East 
five million Jews fought against fifty million Arabs and the Jews were always victorious.  After a small pause the 
officer asked, do we have enough Jews? 
 
          Till we meet again, 
            Shirley Derdiger 

Jacqueline Labow Bimah Flower Fund 
 

 Our dear friend Jackie loved flowers and always commented on the Bimah Flowers.  The Jackqueline 

Lebow Flower Fund is in her memory.  This Fund supplies flowers  for holidays throughout the year.  We 

will continue to collect donations. 
 

 Following is a list of donors. Please let us know if your name was accidentally omitted. 

Beverly Alpern 

Joyce Chabner 

Shirley Derdiger 

Helaine Ellenby 

Eileen & Marc Feder 

Bobbie Fink 

Phyllis Fogelson 

Debby Goodman 

Gloria Goldstein 

Leslie Gore 

Marcia & Paul Kramer 

Edie & Jeff Light 

Natalia Pascal & Ron Ganellen 

Paula & Carl Resnick 

Helen Rosenberg 

Mimi Rosenbush 

Joyce & Arnie Sklar 

Harriet & Charles Snyder 

Merle Warshausky 

Wini Weisman 
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 The preferred way to perform the mitzvah is to light the Chanukah lamps with pure olive oil and cotton-wool 
wicks, since their light is pure, and it also recalls the light of the Menorah which was lit with olive oil. All other oils 
and wicks are also permissible, if their light is pure and does not flicker. Lights made of wax or paraffin are also 
permitted.  
 

 The holder in which the oil and the wick are placed should be aesthetically attractive, made of metal or glass, 
polished and clean. A wick which was used one night may be used on succeeding nights well. The same is true of 
the remaining oil or of the remainder of wax and paraffin candles.  

 On the first night one light is lit, and every successive night another light is added till the eighth night when eight 
lights are lit.  
 

 If one has a menorah containing eight lights on the first night one lights the one on the extreme right. The 
following night one adds the one immediately to the left and kindles it first. One then turns to the right and kindles the 
light of the previous night. One follows the same procedure each night, always adding from right to left but always 
lighting from left to right.  
 

 The reason for this procedure is that the additional light always recalls the 'growth' of the miracle.  
The lights are to be placed in straight row; none higher or lower than the others, none receding or protruding out, 
and none in circle. There should also be sufficient space between one light and the other, that the flame of one 
might not be joined to that of the other; and so that the heat of one light might not melt wax of another.  
 

The first night three brachot are said before the lights are kindled: 
 

 'Baruch Ata Ado-nai, Elo-henu melech ha'olam, asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu l'hadlik ner shel 
Chanukah.' (Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the Universe, Who has sanctified us with His commandments, 
and has commanded us to light the Chanukah lamps.) 
 

 'Baruch Ata Ado-nai, Elo-henu melech ha'olam, she' asah nisim la' avotenu, bayamim hahem ba'zeman 
hazeh.' (Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the Universe, Who has done miracles for our fathers in bygone days, 
at this time.) 
 

 'Baruch Ata Ado-nai, Elo-henu melech ha'olam, she’he’chiyanu, veki'yemanu vehigi'anu lazeman hazeh.' (Blessed 
are You, Lord our G-d, King of the Universe, Who has given us life, and has sustained us, and has brought us to this 
time.) 
 

 The lights are kindled. The remaining nights only the first two brachot are recited, omitting she’he’chiyanu. If for 
some reason one was prevented by accident from lighting the Chanukah light the first night, she’he’chiyanu is recited 
the first time one kindles the Chanukah light.  
 

 It is customary to light one extra light in addition to the required number of lights for the given night. The extra 
light is called the shamash. The shamash may be used for kindling other lights, and one may derive benefit from its 
light. The Chanukah lights themselves however, may not be used for any other purpose, while they burn in fulfillment 
of the mitzvah. It  proper to see to it that there should be yet another light in addition to the shamash, in the house.  

 

 At the time of kindling, the entire household should gather that 'the miracle might be publicized.'  After the first 
light is kindled, hanerot halalu is said, and the remaining lights are kindled. When the lighting is concluded, 
Chanukah hymns are sung, in accord with local custom.  

 

 The Sages have prescribed that the Chanukah lights are to be placed at the street entrance to one's home - on the 
left side of the entrance, that the mezuzah might be to the right and the Chanukah lights to the left. In recent 
generations most people place their Chanukah lights in a window facing the street. If one's residence is on an upper 
story and the windows are more than 40 feet above street level, it is preferable to place the Chanukah lights near the 
most heavily used entrance on the left side of the entry.  
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 The Chanukah lights are to be lit immediately upon the appearance of the stars. If one has not however done 
so, one may still perform the mitzvah through the remainder of the night as long as the members of one’s 
household are still awake. If one is unable to light the Chanukah lights till an exceedingly late hour - when all are 
finally asleep - and pirsum hanes could no longer be accomplished, one kindles the lights without a bracha. If the 
night has passed and one has failed to kindle the lights, one can no longer do so the remainder of the day and can 
only resume performance of the mitzvah the following night.  
 

 The lights should burn half an hour after the appearance of three stars. The earliest times one may kindle the 
menorah this year are as follows: 
 

December 22-26 no earlier than 4:47 pm 
Friday, December 27 five minutes prior to Shabbat candle lighting 

which is at 4:06 pm and lights must last until 5:06 pm 
Following Shabbat, December 28 after Havdalah which is after 5:09 pm 

December 29 no earlier than 4:48 pm 
 

If a Chanukah light accidentally goes out in the midst of its prescribed time for burning, it is to be kindled 
again, but without a bracha. After the fact however, if one fails to rekindle it, one is nevertheless considered as 
having fulfilled the obligation of the mitzvah. As long as the Chanukah lights burn - even after the prescribed half 
hour - their light may not be used for any personal benefit. Nor may they be moved .from place to place.  
 

 Erev Shabbat the Chanukah lights are lit first, and subsequently the Shabbat lights. One is required to pour 
adequate oil into the menorah for burning half an hour after the appearance of the stars. On the termination of 
Shabbat, havdalah is first recited over wine and then the Chanukah lights are lit.  

 

 All are obligated to light Chanukah lights - both men and women. In the synagogue Chanukah lights are lit 
between Mincha' and 'Ma’ariv, and a bracha is recited over the lighting. If one has lit the lights at the synagogue 
and recited the bracha he is nevertheless required to recite a bracha again upon lighting his own Chanukah lights 
at home. In the synagogue the Chanukah lights are placed at the southern wall.  
 

 All eight days of Chanukah full Hallel is recited. Likewise, al Hanissim is included in each service and in 
Birkat hamazon.  
 

 The Maharil writes: 'We have it as a tradition that one ought not to perform acts of labor during the prescribed 
time for the burning of the Chanukah lights. (An allusion to the matter: The first letters of Chanukah mean 'they 
rested.' They rested from their enemies - they rested from work.)  
 

 Women abide by the custom of not doing work as long as the lights bum, and they should not be lenient in the 
matter. The reason for the particular stress upon Chanukah observance on the part of  women, is that a harsh 
decree had been issued against the daughters of Israel; upon marriage, a maiden was first to be brought to the 
ruler. addition, a miracle was performed through a woman. The daughter of ochanan Kohen Gadol was 
especially beautiful and the tyrant-king desired her. She seemingly acquiesced, came before him and fed him 
cheese foods till he became thirsty. She then gave him wine to drink till he became intoxicated and fell asleep, 
whereupon she severed his head and brought it to Yerushalayim. When the Syrian soldiers saw that the king had 
perished, they fled. Because of this reason also, some eat cheese foods during Chanukah. It is likewise traditional 
to eat foods fried in oil, in memory of the jar of oil through which the miracle was performed.  
 

                                                                                                           

Chanukah Kiddush 

December 28, 2019 

More information to follow 


