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Rabbi Biber’s Message 

Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 4 

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel 
Bulletin 

On Rosh Hashanah We Call Out To Our Father, Our King  

 
 Parshas Ha’azinu (32:11) contains the famous verse: "He was like an 
eagle arousing its nest, hovering over its young, spreading its wings and 
taking them, carrying them on its pinions.”  

 The Song of Ha’azinu, written on the last day of Moshe Rabbeinu's life, 
describes, among other things, the relationship of the Jewish people to the 
Almighty. Rashi, on the above-cited verse, elaborates on the metaphor. The 
eagle is an enormous bird. Seen up close, it looks more like an animal than 
a bird, due to its size and power. The wingspread of an eagle is awesome! 
When an eagle returns to its nest and hovers over the little eaglets, it takes 
great care not to frighten the still young, immature, and fragile little birds. 
Out of compassion for these little birds, the eagle does not suddenly swoop 
down onto its nest. Rather, she bangs her wings against the tree branches so 
that the little birds know the mother is about to come land. The little eaglets 
are forewarned. They can brace themselves and prepare themselves so that 
the eagle's landing will not damage them. 

 This is how the Almighty treats us. Ultimately, He is our father. There is 
an implicit paradox in the day of Rosh Hashanah, which is articulated in the 
words Avinu Malkeinu – He is our Father, our King. Our relationship with 
the Almighty on Rosh Hashanah is expressed in these two almost 
paradoxical terms. He is both Avinu and Malkeinu. 
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President’s Perspective 
 As my third term in office has gotten underway, it seems a time to reflect on the challenges and successes 
of the past year. This is our first year as a fully-Orthodox congregation. During the winter there was no 
change from previous years, as we have been accustomed to davening with a mechitzah throughout the 
winter. After Pesach the mechitzah remained up, but our service also remained the same. However, we fully 
recognize that the biggest impact will be felt during the upcoming Holydays. 

 Rabbi Biber, who has led our Shul with strength and wisdom during the past year, along with our 
gabbaim, Mitchell Sandler, Joe Silberman, Paul Kramer and Dan Gutstein, are working with Cantor Ken 
Baker to plan services that are uplifting, inspirational, bi-lingual (yes, the inclusion of readings in English is a 
factor) and that will end earlier than in past years. We have added additional aisles to make access to seating 
easier. We hope that this year will provide an opportunity for everyone to participate in uplifting prayers and 
atonement to Hashem as a community at LJCAGBI.  

 This year we have had many wonderful programs, including a lovely fundraising 
evening with food and laughter on Aug. 25. I’m grateful to all of the people who have 
contributed to the planning and execution of these program, including Janice Thall, who took 
on the additional job of planning programs along with assisting office manager Chava 
Gutman with regular office tasks.  

 Since last year, we have interviewed several Rabbis, and invited several to our Shul to 
meet with you, our congregants. The next weekend is planned for Sept. 6, so if you read this 
and have not yet made a reservation to attend, I hope you will. We had a number of excellent 
speakers, an outstanding Yom Hashoah program, wine tasting and pizza movie nights, and 
will have a Scholar in Residence program scheduled for Sept. 20-21. Your involvement in 

these programs is most appreciated—volunteers to work on programming are always welcome! And don’t 
forget the monthly Shabbat Book Club, which has suggested some excellent selections for new books to read. 

 This continues to be a busy time for the congregation. Rosh Hashanah begins on Sunday evening, 
September 29. Prior to that date, there is the opportunity to have your name listed in the Sophie Gordon New 
Year’s Greetings (in the Shul calendar), underwrite the cost of flowers for the bimah, and reserve your place 
(and hopefully sponsor) the Simchat Torah luncheon. If you did not receive fliers with this information, 
please call the Shul office and they will take your orders.  

 On behalf of myself and my family, I wish everyone a very happy and healthful Rosh Hashanah, an easy 
fast and a year of success. 

Marcia Kramer  

President 

Please get your articles in for the shul bulletin! 
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so 

everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at 

bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (November—

December issue Tuesday, October 15, 2019). All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and 

may be edited for space or content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in 

the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for further details. 
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Announcements 
Mazal Tov: 
 

To Talia & Isaac Dayan on the birth 

of a baby boy in Teaneck, N.J., 

to grandparents, Elizabeth & 

Mitchell Dayan, and to great 

grandparents, Yetta & Harvey 

Saltzman. 
 

To Helaine Ellenby on the 

engagement of her 

granddaughter, Marissa Ellenby, 

daughter of Susan & Alan 

Ellenby to Jeffrey Weineberg, 

and on the graduations of her 

grandsons Sam Ellenby & Ben 

Ellenby from high school. 

 

To Pam & Ira Lefkowitz on the marriage 

of Cody Lefkowitz to Rebecca 

Schwartz., to grandmother Shirley 

Derdiger and to Rebecca’s parents, 

Beth & Eric Schwartz. 

 

Speedy Recovery:  
 

 Helaine Ellenby 

 Jeff Light 

 Bob  Markson 

 Harriet Snyder 

 Edith Sokol 

  

Condolences 
 to the families of: 
 

 Carol Brown 

  Mother of Larry Brown 

 Marlene Davis 

 Phil Garoon 

 Shirley Linn 

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend 
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two dai-
ly minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter months). It 
continues to be difficult to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is 
urgently needed to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who 
have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able. 
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Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued  from page 1 

 "Our King" is a very scary concept. A King expects things from his servants. A King does not always tolerate 
infractions by his servants. That which will happen to us over the course of the next year will be determined over 
the course of the 10 days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  

 The Satmar Rebbe, zt"l, once made the following insightful comment on the verse: "Blow the shofar on the 
moon's renewal, at the time (the moon is) hidden (ba'keseh), appointed for our festive holiday" (Tehillim 81:4).  
Since Rosh Hashanah falls out on the first of Tishrei, the holiday is observed when the moon is hidden. The Satmar 
Rebbe gave a deeper meaning to the "hidden" aspect of Rosh Hashanah. Namely, the fact that we will not learn 
what type of Rosh Hashanah it was until the end of the year. 

 During the Ten Days of Repentance, people ask me, "Nu, how was Rosh Hashanah?" My standard answer is 
"We'll see how Rosh Hashanah was – much later in the year." On Erev Rosh Hashanah, I try to comment to my 
wife, Thank G-d we made it! But we don't know ahead of time how our year is going to turn out. It is a very 
frightening thing. Not until right before sunset on Rosh Hashanah can one know how the previous year turned out. 
Until then, it is ba'keseh" (hidden). This is the Malkeinu (Our King) aspect of Rosh Hashanah. 

 Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, zt”l, once said that we may see an older person with a weakened immune system 
catch a cold in the middle of winter and that cold develops into pneumonia that eventually kills the person. People 
attribute the cause of his death to an event which started on "Rosh Chodesh Shevat" and worsened on the 15th of 
Shevat until it eventually took its toll and killed him by the end of the month. Such calculations are incorrect. 
Rather, the older person caught the cold on Rosh Hashanah. That is when it was determined what was going to 
happen later that winter. This is the awesomeness of the day of Rosh Hashanah. This is the "Malkeinu" (Our King) 
– the justice the Almighty metes out as King.  

 But we must never forget that the Almighty is also Avinu (Our Father). As Rashi says, He is like the eagle that 
has compassion and mercy upon its young. He is the father that loves us. There is no father in the world that loves 
his child more than the Almighty loves us. We tend to forget this.  

 I recently heard the following true story: A father had a son who (as is all too often the case) was having 
problems during his teenage years. The son was not acting as he should and he gave his father much grief. In hope 
of putting the son on the right path, the father sent him to Israel with the hope that somehow in the Holy Land, the 
boy would straighten out. In Israel, the son visited a psychologist who had some success with the lad. The father 
visited the son that year and decided to go speak to the psychologist himself to hear first hand how his son was 
doing. The psychologist explained to the father that the problem he was having with his son could be traced back to 
unresolved issues that he (the father) was having with his own father. The person heard what the psychologist said 
and understood it. But when he came back to America, he really did not act upon it. Several months later, however, 
a friend of the boy's father lost his own father and was sitting shiva. The father went to visit his friend who was 
mourning the loss. The mourner made the following comment: "I lost the person in the world who loved me the 
most. No one loved me like my father." 

 When the father with the problem son heard this comment, it stuck with him. He deeply wished that he could 
make a statement like that about his own father. He wished that he could feel he had a father who loved him. He 
decided that the next time the Israeli psychologist came to America; he would make an appointment to see him 
together with his own father so that the two of them could try to work out their issues. And so it was. The 
psychologist came to America. The father went to his own father – a European Jew, a holocaust survivor – and said 
"I want to go with you to a psychologist." He explained, "Our relationship has suffered for years. Maybe we can do 
something to improve it." 

 Much to his surprise, the father agreed and thus the "grandfather" and the "father" went to the psychologist and 
had a session. At that session, when the "grandfather" began telling over his life story – the events that happened 
before, during, and after the holocaust -- how he was instrumental in saving members of his own family from death 
and so on –- the "father" suddenly had an amazing epiphany. He turned to his father and said "I never knew this 
about you! You are a hero! I never knew this. The only thing I knew about you was that I was afraid of you." The 
"grandfather" turned to his son and said, "I love you more than anything else in the world." Those words that the 
son (now a middle aged man) was longing to hear his whole life, he now heard from his own father. This "father" 
then had an even greater epiphany and an even greater awakening: "If my father who is flesh and blood loves me 
that much, then how much more so does the Ribono shel Olam [Master of the Universe] love me!" This awakening 
changed the person's entire relationship not only with his own father, but with his Father in Heaven. 

Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued  on next page 



5 

 

 As we approach the scariest days of the year, when everything that happens to us during the coming year is 
on the line, as much as we should be in a mental state of awe and fear, let us not forget that He is not only Our 
King, but He is also Our Father. He is a Father that loves us and wants to take us back. He opens up His hands to 
us, just waiting for us to make the move. Seek out the L-rd when he may be found, call out to him when he is 
near to be called. Like any father, He wants to take us back. He is just waiting for the son to say, "Dad, I want 
things to be better between us. I am sorry for the fact that I have not lived up to your expectations." Which father 
would not take his son back under those circumstances? The Almighty is a more compassionate and more 
merciful father than any father any of us ever knew. Let us not squander this opportunity to return to our Father 
in Heaven. He will have mercy on us, "like a father has mercy on his children." 

 May we all be written and sealed for a year of good family relationships, a year of prosperity, a year of 
health, and a year of peace upon Israel, and a year which marks the coming of the Righteous Redeemer to Zion. 
Amen. 

 And may God Almighty send all His bountiful blessings to enrich your lives with the values of Torah, 
Avodah – the ability to pray, and Gemilut Chasadim – acts of loving kindness. May this coming year be the one 
where we will see true Shalom reign over the entire world and may we have the merit to witness the coming of 
Mashiach  speedily in our time. Ke’tiva ve’Chatimah Tovah - Shana Tovah u’Metukah! 
 

                   Rabbi Sam & Judy Biber and Family 

Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued from previous page 

Taste of Israel Dinner - In Appreciation 
 Many of you attended the LJCAGBI fundraising dinner, A Taste of Israel, where we ate, drank, shmoozed 
and laughed and had a delightful evening with our extended Shul family. Thanks to the many people who 
made this possible, contributing to the planning, execution and financial backing for this evening. I would 
like to especially thank Ryszard and Jadwiga for their hard work in ensuring that everything went smoothly. 
And a heartfelt thanks to the planning committee, Alex Goldstein, Leah Goldstein, Kari Gutstein, Paul 
Kramer, Anna Moscovitch, Darlene Piell and Janice Thall for all of their hard work. Thank you. 

Things to do before Rosh Hashanah 
 

Place your personal New Year Greeting to friends and neighbors in our calendar by 

completing the Sophie Gordon Greetings form (available in the office). 

 

Help us place flowers on the bimah for the High Holidays by contributing to the 

Jacquelyn Labow Bimah Flower Fund (available in the office).  

 

Send in your reservations and sponsorship for the Simchat Torah Luncheon. 

 See last page of this bulletin if you have misplaced the form. 

 

Contact the shul office to participate in these activities.  Flyers have been mailed. 
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Markson’s Musings 

Sisterhood Helps Build 

Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrtzeit 
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to 
work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in 
the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office.  Donations are $5 for your personal  
message. 

 Many thanks for all of the cards and calls 
when I was in the hospital and rehab due to 
the injury to my leg.  Thankfully, I am slowly 
on the mend!  As always, my shul family has 
been very supportive. 

   Helaine Ellenby 

 We want to thank friends and congregants 
for their kind words and support on the 
passing of our aunt Evelyn Kalter z”l. 

   Henry Kalter & family 

 Thank you for all the calls, cards and good 
wishes for my speedy recovery. 

   Jeffrey Light 

 We wish to thank everyone for the 
contributions in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
our granddaughter, Zoey.  We really 
appreciate everyone’s kindness. 

   Paula & Carl Resnick 

 I am grateful to the LJCAGBI community for 
your many cards and contributions in 
memory of my dad, Art Strilky.  Your 
thoughtfulness helped us during Shivah and 
throughout this summer.  We are most 
grateful. 

   Mimi Rosenbush & family 

 A plane was taking off from Kennedy Airport.  After it reached a comfortable cruising altitude, the captain 
made an announcement over the intercom, “Ladies and gentlemen, this is your captain speaking.  Welcome to 
Flight Number 293, nonstop from New York to Los Angeles.  The weather ahead is good and, therefore, we 
should have a smooth and uneventful flight.  Now, sit back and relax … OH, MY, GOD!!” 

 Silence followed, and after a few minutes, the captain came back on the intercom and said, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, I am so sorry if I scared you earlier.  While I was talking to you, the flight attendant brought me a 
cup of coffee and spilled it in my lap.  You should see the front of my pants!” 

 A passenger in coach yelled, “That’s nothing.  You should see the back of mine!” 
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Schedule for Daily/Holiday/Shabbat Services              & Holiday/Shabbat Candlelighting
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Schedule for Daily/Holiday/Shabbat Services              & Holiday/Shabbat Candlelighting 
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Subject: Recall Notice 
 

 The Maker of all human beings (GOD) is recalling all units manufactured, regardless of make or year, due 
to a serious defect in the primary and central component of the heart. This is due to a malfunction in the 
original prototype units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in the reproduction of the same defect in all 
subsequent units. This defect has been termed ('Sub-sequential Internal Non-Morality') or more commonly 
known as S.I.N., as it is primarily expressed. 
 Some of the symptoms include: 

  1. Loss of direction 

  2. Foul vocal emissions 

  3. Amnesia of origin 

  4. Lack of peace and joy 

  5. Selfish or violent behavior 

  6. Depression or confusion in the mental component 

  7. Fearfulness 

  8. Idolatry 

  9. Rebellion 

 The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing factory-authorized repair 
and service free of charge to correct this defect.  The Repair Technician has most generously offered to bear 
the entire burden of the staggering cost of these repairs. There is no additional fee required.  The number to 
call for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R. 

 Once connected, please upload your burden of SIN through the REPENTANCE procedure. Next, 
download ATONEMENT from the Repair Technician, into the heart component. No matter how big or small 
the SIN defect is, The Repair Technician will replace it with: 

  1. Love 

  2. Joy 

  3. Peace 

  4. Patience 

  5. Kindness 

  6. Goodness 

  7. Faithfulness 

  8. Gentleness 

  9. Self control 
 

 Please see the operating manual. The B.I.B.L.E. (Believers' Instructions Before Leaving Earth) for further 
details on the use of these fixes.  
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From the Catering Department 

If you haven't already shared your email address with the LJCAGBI office, please contact the office with your information 
or simply send an email to office@ljcagbi.org, using your name as the subject. The cost is free and you will have the op-
portunity to get special announcements via email, as well as on your phone. 

Another good way to stay in touch with our shul is by accessing our web page, www.ljcagbi.org.  The current shul calen-
dar, flyers for current activities as well as davening times are readily available on the site.  And, should you want to make 
a donation or pay membership dues, you can do it on our web site.  You can even read this bulletin on the web site.  Stay 
in touch wherever you are by accessing www.ljcagbi.org.             
                    Like us on Facebook. 

 As summer is coming to a close, I hope you’ve all taken advantage of the mild weather, not too much 
rain, and just enjoyed being outside. 
 
 It’s my favorite time of year, since I’m not a cold weather enthusiast.  I never say “it’s too hot,” I just 
move to a cooler place for a while.  A walk in the early evening which lets me meet neighbors on the next 
block.  I’m obviously a warm weather person.  Whenever I encounter someone who’s not and they 
complain, I always ask them to tell me about it when it’s 20 degrees below zero.  I love not having to 
bundle up in a bunch of clothes just to go grocery shopping.  No question about it, I prefer summer to 
winter, in spite of the fact that I grew up in Chicago.  I remember walking to school in freezing cold.  I 
never said I like it, yet I wouldn’t want to move to a warmer climate.  I probably wouldn’t appreciate it as 
much if it was always warm.  Which probably explains why for many years I spent February in Acapulco.  
It’s just so much easier driving without wearing boots, a heavy coat and gloves.  Yet if I go away for a 
month in the winter, I really don’t miss the snow and cold. 
 
 I know fall is coming and the leaves will completely cover my lawn - but it’s only temporary.  I don’t 
mind cold days when I’m dressed for it, but I don’t crave cold days as I do the summer days.  It’s just easier 
doing things without being encumbered with heavy coats and gloves.  I never miss the cold.  Is anyone ever 
satisfied with the weather they live with?  If so, why do so many people from Chicago go south for the 
winter?  I do seem to have lots of questions in this article and I bet all of you have all the answers.  Summer 
is coming to an end.  It sure was fun while it lasted. 
 
 Isn’t it funny when you meet someone at the Jewel and they ask you, “Hey, what are you doing here?”  
Sometimes I’d like to answer, hunting elephants, but I’m afraid they wouldn’t get my weird humor.  Do 
you ever wonder why some people in the grocery store seem to get road rage just from pushing a cart?  
Men say that women should come with instructions, but what’s the point since men don’t ever seem to read 
instructions.  Instead of cleaning house, what if I just watch an episode of Hoarders—I’d think my house 
really looks great. 
 
 To all the people that make me laugh and smile, I couldn’t live without you.  I may not be the most 
important person in your life but I just hope when you hear my name that you smile and say that’s my 
friend. 
 
 I just figured out that people are prisoners of their phones, which is why they’re called “cell” phones.  
In closing, I wonder if common sense will ever make a comeback. 
 
 And now for that little bit of humor:  The Italian says: ”I’m thirsty, I must have wine.” The Frenchman 
says: “I’m thirsty I must have cognac.”  The Russian says:  “I’m thirsty, I must have vodka”. The German 
says:  “I’m thirsty, I must have beer.”  The Jew says: “I’m thirsty, I must have diabetes.”      
 
         Till next time, 
            Shirley Derdiger 
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LOX BOX 
 

Sunday, November 3, 2019 
 

Start taking orders now!  
 

Forms are included with this Bulletin and are available in the Shul office 
 

Breakfast includes: 8 oz. Nova lox 
6 bagels, cream cheese, orange juice, 
onion, tomato, jelly, cereal, dessert 

and great CHATCHKIES! 

LJCAGBI Sisterhood  
Annual Fall  

Rummage Sale 
 

Sunday, November 10, 
2019  

9:00 am-2:00 pm 
 

Details to follow 

A Bit of History 
 
From "Chicago Jewish History", 2014;  
 
"The Austro-Galician Congregation was 
the first synagogue in Humboldt Park, 
built in 1911. It closed in 1957 when the 
congregation merged with Beth Israel of 
Peterson Park. Today, it is part of 
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. 
Beth Israel, 7117 North Crawford 
Avenue, Lincolnwood." 
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