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Rabbi Biber’s Message
Shavuot
Our attitude towards Torah is a most fickle one. On the one hand, we
demonstrated great faith in following Moshe into a barren desert; it's a
story we recount as we plead for G-d's mercy on Rosh Hashanah. On the
other hand, we complained at every turn in that same desert. We jumped
at the opportunity to accept the Torah, instinctively declaring "Na'aseh
v'nishma," yet 40 days later, we were dancing around a golden calf.
Truth be told, our acceptance of Torah reflected two opposing motifs.
"‘And they encamped under the mountain'; this teaches that G-d held the
mountain over their heads and declared, if you accept it, good; if not,
there will be your burial place" (Shabbat 88a). Apparently, they had
second thoughts as the moment of revelation was truly approaching.
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This change of heart is how many explain the contradiction between
na'aseh v'nishma on the one hand, and our forced acceptance of the
Torah on the other. Most interestingly, these two themes are mentioned
side by side in the Talmud, with not even a hint that somehow these
competing descriptions are somewhat contradictory. While others raise
this contradiction the Talmud does not. It seems that one need not see
these two opposing ideas as contradictory at all.
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One can, at the same time, really want something and yet be afraid to
actually go ahead and do what needs to be done. This might be due to
weakness; for example, truly desiring to diet yet being unable to resist
that piece of cake. Yet one's inability to carry out one's true wishes is
Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 4

President’s Perspective
Dear Fellow Congregants,
This year, Spring arrived with a flourish before showering us with just a couple of snow showers and a
blast of autumn chill. It just shows that living in Chicago gives us an opportunity to enjoy all the benefits of
living in a climate with four seasons, sometimes in the same week.
I’d like to start with looking back to Purim, thanking the many people who helped make it a very
successful event. After megillah reading, many of us stayed to enjoy a break-fast dinner, with the fish
prepared by Rabbi Biber, the soup and pasta by Alex Goldstein, and the sides by Merilyn Thall, Joceyln
Verson and of course, Jadwiga. Entertainment was provided by Kari and Dan Gutstein with flair and humor
and a good time was had by all. I’ve received so many positive comments on the evening. I
hope you will consider joining us for next year’s Purim celebration.
After Purim, we had an excellent wine tasting, followed by a movie, then the prePesach Shabbos dinner before Pesach. That was another very well received evening, with
excellent food and a lot of laughter. We will be bringing more events to the Shul in the near
future, including a presentation by the Lincolnwood Police and Fire departments on May 5,
at 9:30am, another movie night, and a gala dinner later in the summer.
On May 7, we will once again be hosting a Yom HaShoah commemoration, this year in
partnership with the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, featuring holocaust survivor Izzy
Starck and author Howard Reich, introducing his newly-released book, The Art of Inventing Hope: Intimate
Conversations with Elie Wiesel. It should be another inspirational program and we hope everyone will be able
to attend. Thanks to Renee and Joe Silberman, for planning this event and to Jeff Light for working tirelessly
to generate sponsorship for the program.
Shavuot begins on Saturday night, June 8, with a pre-Shavuot dinner after Mincha services. Please plan to
join us for davening, and an evening of study with Eli’s cheesecake to sweeten the process. Let Mitchell
Sandler know if you would like to present a drasha or lead a study group. On Monday afternoon, June 10,
after Shacharit, Rabbi Biber will provide another opportunity for learning, as we share a dairy luncheon.
Whatever the occasion, please join LJCAGBI to celebrate holidays and smachot, for learning and
socializing. Don’t be shy about volunteering to chant a Haftorah, to sponsor a kiddush or even to attend
minyan. Your presence enhances the spirit of our Shul. I’ll see you there!
Marcia Kramer
President

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained two
daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the winter
months). During the past months it has become increasingly difficult to guarantee that 10
men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of
mourning. Please attend whenever you are able.
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Speedy Recovery:
Dr. Martin Hutensky

Condolences
to the families of:
Ann Pekarsky
Sister of Judy Goodman
Sister-in-Law of Gary Goodman
Howard Potankin
Son-in-Law to the Lopin family
Arthur Strilky
Father of Mimi Rosenbush

Announcements
Mazal Tov:
To Phyllis Kaplan on the
Engagement of her grandson,
Zack Kaplan (son of Mark
Kaplan) to Bar Gabay of Israel.

AIPAC

To Miriam & Steve Kramer on the
Wedding of their son, Dr.
Nathan Kramer to Marci
Fiedler. Grandparents are
Gloria Hyman and the late Paul
Hyman.

AIPAC was attended this year by a number
of LJCAGBI members. All attendees were
extremely pleased with the conference and
suggested that we assemble a group from our
shul to attend next year. The 2020 AIPAC
Conference will take place March 1-3, 2020
with a Shabbaton taking place on the preceding
Shabbat. It is expected that the various
candidates for president of the United States
will appear at the conference, as will many
dignitaries from the United States and Israel.

To Paulette & Sam Malina on the

Bar Mitzvah of their twin
grandsons.
To Merilyn & Jerry Thall on their
60th Wedding Anniversary.

If you are interested in attending next year’s
conference as part of our shul group, please
contact the shul office, or send an email to
bulletin@ljcagbi.org. If enough members
respond, we will put together a travel package
of group airfares and hotel arrangements, as
well as conference registration. To learn more
about the conference visit:
http://www.aipacpolicyconference.org
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often rooted in more substantive reasons. One may want to spend more time with one's family, but fear the
consequences of working less-not necessarily because of diminished earning, but because of the fear of what
others may say. One may want to learn Torah, but fear its study will reveal her ignorance. And one might want
to keep Shabbat, but feel unable to brave the ridicule of friends, who surely recall his earlier, dismissive attitude
towards observance.
The Jewish people understood that the Torah was a wonderful gift from G-d. Used properly, it enriches,
informs and ennobles us. They did not need to know what was actually in it. "In G-d we trust"; and if G-d offers
us Torah, only a fool would reject it. This is very nice in theory. The Torah is also demanding, sometimes
inconvenient, and never gives time off for good behavior; Torah serves as a constant reminder that man should
strive for higher and higher spiritual goals. Accepting such responsibility, agreeing to be G-d's chosen nation, is
not something we always want in practice. So G-d had to force us to do what we really wanted to do, but could
not bring ourselves to do.

This seems to be the source of the idea that Jews-no matter how much they may stray-retain a spark that,
with the right approach, can be ignited. This idea has legal ramifications, as where Maimonides rules that we
"may hit them until they say I want to" (Laws of Divorce 2:20); and yet this act that seems coerced is deemed to
be made out of free will.
As, ultimately, the Torah was forced upon us, we have a valid excuse for non-observance. After all, one can
tell G-d: "You forced me to accept the Torah, so don't blame me if I don't follow the rules." While that may
sound chutzpadik, the Talmud presents this argument in the name of Rav Acha bar Yaakov, who used such an
argument to "justify" non-observance.
In the modern era, this claim has great resonance. For a multitude of reasons, including emancipation,
persecution, rabbinic infighting, economic pressure, and the inability of many to demonstrate the relevance of
Torah in the modern world, a great many Jews have rejected large parts of Torah observance. And no one can
(or should) force them to change. For most Jews, that spark has been buried deep, and we need to work-hard,
smart and with respect-to help ignite it. And, we must admit, many have no desire to be "turned on" to Torah.
No wonder Shavuot is such a neglected holiday. Celebrating our commitment to Torah doesn't make sense,
if one has little commitment to begin with.
The Jewish nation accepted the Torah as one nation, "with one heart, like one person," in the words of our
Sages. There are times in our history where we manage to come together as one. (In today's world, those times
often involve threats to the security of Israel.) But most of the time, we abide by the dictum, "just as their faces
are different from one another so are their attitudes" (Berachot 58a). The modern world has likely brought about
a wider range of views than in previous years. Nonetheless, kabalat haTorah (accepting the Torah) includes
kabalat Am Yisrael: accepting, respecting and caring about all Jews, no matter how far they may be from
Sinai.
Chag Sameach!

Enjoy Lag B’Omer, the 33rd day of the Omer, on Iyar 18—May 23!!
The Talmud relates that in the weeks between the Jewish holidays of Passover and Shavuot, a plague
raged among the disciples of the great sage Rabbi Akiva (teacher of Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai, whose yahrzeit is also on this day), “because they did not act respectfully towards each other.” These weeks are therefore observed as a period of mourning, with
various joyous activities proscribed by law and custom. On Lag BaOmer the deaths
ceased. Thus, Lag BaOmer also carries the theme of loving and respecting one’s fellow (ahavat Yisrael).
Modern Jewish tradition links the holiday to the Bar Kokhba Revolt against the Roman Empire (132-135 CE). In Israel, it is celebrated as a symbol for the fighting Jewish spirit.
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Celebrate Yom Yerushalayim

28 Iyar—June 2, 2019
Please get your articles in for the Shul Bulletin
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (July/August issue—Monday, June 17, 2019).
All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts must
also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at
847.676.0491 for further details.
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Markson’s Musings
A small town had three shuls—Orthodox, Conservative and Reform. All three had a serious problem
with squirrels in their buildings. Each congregation, in its own fashion, had a meeting to deal with the
problem.
The Orthodox congregation decided that it was predestined that squirrels be in the shul and that they
would just have to live with them.
The Conservatives decided they should deal with the squirrels in the movement’s style of “community
responsibility and social action.” They humanely trapped them and released them in a forest preserve.
Within three days, they were all back in the shul.
The Reform congregation had several lengthy meetings, including those in which all members voiced
opinions. Finally, they decided to vote the squirrels in as members of the temple. Now, they only see them
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
As the plane landed and was coming to a stop at Ronald Reagan airport, a lone voice came over the
loudspeaker: “Whoa, big fella. WHOA!.”
“Thank you for flying Delta Business Express. We hope you enjoyed giving us the business as much as
we enjoyed taking you for a ride.”

Sisterhood Helps Build
Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrtzeit
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to
work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in
the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office. Donations are $5 for your personal
message.




To Sisterhood: Thank you for being the
kindest, most compassionate “sisters” I
know. Your cards, calls and donations will
forever be remembered and appreciated.
Your compassion and kindness with Irv’s
passing is extraordinary. Your memory of
beloved husband is meaningful.

Thank you for the good wishes and
contributions in honor or our 60th wedding
anniversary. Hashem has blessed us in
many ways including making us part of a
warm and supportive shul community.
Jerry & Marilyn Thall

Sallie Blackman & family
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Gabbai Corner
As Gabbai, I view my job as trying to make the Minyonim run smoothly. For making this happen, I need
to thank Paul Kramer, without whom our weekday Minyonim would not function. He does a yeoman's job,
week in and week out, securing the necessary men to make weekday Minyonim so those saying Kaddish can do
so. This includes securing young men who we remunerate. Of course. donations to help cover this cost are
always welcome.
I am proud to say that, despite a number of members being out of town for Pesach, and with some of the
Yom Tov being weekdays, we were able to maintain our Minyon albeit sometimes a few minutes late. In
particular, I would like to extend my thanks first and foremost to Rabbis Lehrfield and Biber for their
assistance and direction; to the daveners who led services; to those who chanted Haftorahs; to those who
assumed the burden of laining Shabbat afternoon; and to the members who came regardless of the weather (and
we all know how weird it was) to maintain our ability to have Minyonim for those saying Kaddish.
To those who were in warmer or more co-operative climates, welcome back; you were missed. To those
who were here, Yasher Koach.
I look forward to seeing everyone in Shul on the upcoming Shabbatot and next Yom Tov, which is
Shavuot.
Mitchell Sandler
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat Services
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& Shabbat Candlelighting
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All About Shavuot
The holiday of Shavuot is a two-day holiday, beginning at sundown of the 5th of Sivan and lasting until
nightfall of the 7th of Sivan (June 8-10, 2019).
The word Shavuot (or Shavuos) means “weeks.” It celebrates the completion of the seven-week Omer
counting period between Pesach and Shavuot.
The Torah was given by G‑d to the Jewish people on Mount Sinai on Shavuot more than 3,300 years ago.
Every year on the holiday of Shavuot we renew our acceptance of G‑d’s gift, and G‑d “re-gives” the Torah.
The giving of the Torah was a far-reaching spiritual event—one that touched the essence of the Jewish soul
for all time. Our sages have compared it to a wedding between G‑d and the Jewish people. Shavuot also
means “oaths,” for on this day G‑d swore eternal devotion to us, and we in turn pledged everlasting loyalty to
Him.
In ancient times, two wheat loaves would be offered in the Holy Temple on Shavuot. It was also at this
time that people would begin to bring bikkurim, their first and choicest fruits, to thank G‑d for Israel’s
bounty.
How Is Shavuot Celebrated?
Holiday candles are lit to usher in the holiday, on both the first and second evenings by reciting;
Baruch Atah Ado-nai Elo-heinu Melech haOlam asher kideshanu b’miztvotav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel
Yom Tov
Baruch Atah Ado-nai Elo-heinu Melech haOlam she’hechiyanu v’kiyamanu v;heegianu lazman hazeh.
It is customary to stay up all night learning Torah on the first night of Shavuot in preparation for once
again receiving the Torah.
All men, women and children should go to the synagogue on the first day of Shavuot to hear the reading
of the Ten Commandments.
As on other holidays, special meals are eaten. It is customary to eat dairy foods on Shavuot. Menus range
from traditional cheese blintzes to quiches, casseroles and more.
On the second day of Shavuot we read the Book of Ruth publicly, as King David, whose passing
occurred on this day, was a descendant of Ruth the Moabite. The Yizkor memorial service is recited. There
is also a custom to decorate your home and synagogue with flowers and sweet-smelling plants in advance of
the holiday.

MiSheberach Procedure
The MiSheberach list is a service the synagogue is pleased to provide for our members which offers a prayer
for healing. This special prayer is read whenever we read from the Torah - Shabbat morning and afternoon, and
Monday and Thursday mornings.
It is the responsibility of members submitting names to be read to keep us as up-to-date as possible. Someone
healthy, or someone who has unfortunately left us, does not belong on the list. Please contact the office as soon
as either occurrence happens.
It is appropriate to give a donation to the synagogue in support of a supplemental prayer such as the
MiSheberach.
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From the Catering Department
Hooray, I’ve survived another changing of dishes and pots and pans. In other words, Pesach is over & all
my cupboards are back to normal.
The Pesach dishes and paraphernalia are back where they belong, packed up and put away till next year. I
really do love this holiday, even with all the work of changing dishes and everything, but there are benefits,
too. I love the food, even though it doesn’t always love me, and I love the company for the seders. But I
admit, I also love closing the cabinet doors after the Yom Tov and seeing everything put away for another year.
I successfully tried a few new recipes this year, but I still fall back on my old favorites. I really love fried
matzo. I eat it for breakfast every day except Shabbat, and I don’t tire of it. Having most of my family
together is also a treat, even though those out of town and out of the country are sorely missed at this particular
time. But it was a delight to cook and bake for my company, and with Hashem’s help, I’ll do it again next
year.
I’m always amazed at how different Pesach is now then many years ago, when I first went into
housekeeping. Is there anything not available? I remember making burkes, candied beets with orange rind,
that takes the place of jam or jelly, though you’d never know it. I still make it, something I learned from my
grandma, when I was pregnant and had a taste for it.
Some things are so much easier now. I have cabinets just for Pesach, in the kitchen. No more shlepping
boxes down to the crawl space. And for quite a while now I’ve had a complete set of matching Pesach dishes.
My grandma would have been so pleased. I still make things I learned from her, like burekes. And I still love
it. Personally I could eat fried matzo for three meals a day, but I don’t. Like I said, I really enjoy the food.
Best of all though is the company.
I have both seders where I still make things I learned from my grandma. She was an awesome cook so I
learned from the best. But now that Pesach is over and everything is put back in order, I’m also pleased. For
me, this holiday is about remembering. I used to have soldiers or sailors from Great Lakes or Fort Worth as
guests. I still have some friends who don’t have seders to go to, so they come to my house and of course, I
have my family. I still love it when the youngest asks the “four questions”. As my family continues to grow, I
look forward to many more seders, with help from Hashem. I hope your holiday was very pleasant.
Now that spring may actually be arriving, I suggest everyone get out and walk a bit to enjoy the weather.
Looking forward to shul kiddushim. Don’t forget that if you want to host a kiddish for any occasion, just
give me a call. Looking forward to seeing you on Shabbat.
Question: How can you lift an elephant with one hand? You will never find an elephant that has one hand.
(Sorry)
Till next month,
Shirley

If you haven't already shared your email address with the LJCAGBI office, please contact the office with your information
or simply send an email to office@ljcagbi.org, using your name as the subject. The cost is free and you will have the opportunity to get special announcements via email, as well as on your phone.
Another good way to stay in touch with our shul is by accessing our web page, www.ljcagbi.org. The current shul calendar, flyers for current activities as well as davening times are readily available on the site. And, should you want to make
a donation or pay membership dues, you can do it on our web site. You can even read this bulletin on the web site. Stay
in touch wherever you are by accessing www.ljcagbi.org.
Like us on Facebook.
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Celebrate Yom Haatzmaut
5 Iyar- May 9, 2019

Celebrate Yom Yerushalayim
28 Iyar—June 2, 2019

Your Definitive Shavuot Schedule
Shabbat June 8
Mincha/Maariv 7:55pm
Candle Lighting & Kiddush after 9:06pm
Study Sessions 9:30-11:00pm

Sunday June 9
Shacharit 9:00am
Mincha/Maariv 7:55pm
Candle Lighting & Kiddush after 9:06pm

Monday June 10
Shacharit 9:00am
Megillat Ruth
Yizkor approximately 10:45am
Lunch n’ Learn
Mincha/Maariv 7:55pm
Havdalah after 9:07pm
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