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Rabbi Biber’s Message 

Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 2 

Dear Friends:  

 The Passover bulletin includes a form authorizing the sale of your 
chametz. Please fill it out and mail, fax or bring it in to the synagogue 
office. When attending daily weekday services you will also be able to 
complete this form. Please note also the times for the holiday. CRC 
Passover Booklets will be available for pick-up at the synagogue. I take 
this opportunity to wish you and your families a Chag Pesach Kasher 
ve’Sameach, a joyous and proper celebration of this beautiful holiday. 
 
           Sincerely, 

                                                                         Rabbi Sam Biber           
 

Pesach - Freedom to Act 
 

 Some people just never learn. Pharaoh had been given opportunity 
after opportunity to allow his Jewish citizens the right to emigrate so that 
they could worship G-d.  Despite repeated warnings about the severe 
consequences that would follow his disobedience - and the actual 
fulfillment of these warnings - Pharaoh stubbornly refused to budge.  
Economic ruin and physical deprivation was his and his people's lot.  
Finally, at the stroke of midnight, every Egyptian household suffers the 
loss of a child.  At this point even Pharaoh has had enough. "Get moving", 
he said. "Get out from among my people - you and the Israelites! Go! 
Worship G-d just as you demanded" (Shemot 12:31).  
 
 One would think this would be the last we hear of Pharaoh and the 
Egyptian people. Alas, this was not to be.  "And it was told to the King of 
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Egypt (as if he didn't already know) that the people had fled; Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds 
regarding the people and said, what have we done?  How could we have released Israel from doing our 
work?" (14:5).  Had the Egyptians not yet learned their lesson?  Did they really think they could get their free 
labor back?  
 
 Unfortunately, this memory loss afflicted the Jewish people as well.  Despite G-d's benevolence and clear 
outstretched hand, they tested G-d at every moment.  The Jewish people, consisting of approximately 
3,000,000 men, women and children, left Egypt in broad daylight with the gold and silver of their former 
masters.  Surely they had nothing to fear from their former taskmasters.  Yet Pharaoh foolishly chased them 
and did so with a scant 600 chariots. Even without the hand of G-d on their side, the Egyptians would have 
been no match for the Jews.  And yet the Jewish people "became very frightened and cried up to G-d, saying to 
Moshe: Weren't there enough graves in Egypt ?" (14:11).  What audacity, lack of faith and ingratitude, after all 
that they had witnessed. 
 
 Nonetheless, G-d split the sea for them, drowning the Egyptians, allowing the Jewish people to safely 
continue their journey.  While they did sing a song of praise to G-d they were back to their complaining ways a 
mere three days later.  "The people complained to Moshe: What shall we drink?" (15:24).  A mere three weeks 
later they began to wax nostalgic for the 'wonderful' life they had in Egypt: "there at least we could sit by pots 
of meat and eat our fill of bread" (16:3).  G-d patiently provides them with food and water yet again upon their 
arrival at Rephidim, as the Jewish people were once again complaining "Give us water to drink".  Moshe, 
exasperated, cries out to G-d, "What shall I do for this people?" (17:4).  
 
 Complaining is quite easy.  Without a resolve to act, complaining becomes the preferred mode of "action". 
It is a much easier route and one that allows one to avoid actually doing something about the issue at hand. But 
it is quite a useless and counterproductive approach.  Thus G-d said to Moshe, "Why are you crying out to me? 
Speak to the Israelites and let them start moving" (14:15).  You have a problem, do something about it; move 
forward.   Even Torah study gains much of its importance from the fact that it leads to action.  
 
 Unfortunately we live in a world where it is hard to find people of action, and when we do find them, they 
are often the target of our complaints.  Committees, sub-committees, meetings, more meetings, royal 
commissions, studies and reports are often methods used to stifle action.  The appearance is that of something 
being done but often these are methods used to delay and defer taking meaningful action.  
 
 It is understandable that slaves complain; they are unable to act to better their positions.  Free people are 
enjoined to act. "And it is not study that is most important but practice" (Pirkei Avot 1:17).  Action involves 
work, work that is often difficult and unappreciated.  But such is the purpose of freedom.  May we be up to the 
task.  

Chag Kasher Ve’sameach!   
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MECHIRAT CHAMETZ 
 

 One is not allowed to eat, own, or derive pleasure from their chametz during Pesach.  One must sell their 
chametz through a Rabbi prior to Friday, April 19.  Beginning Sunday April 7, Rabbi Biber will be available 
at the synagogue 30 minutes before Mincha and 15 minutes after Maariv, Sunday through Thursday for you to 
drop off your Chametz Authorization Form.  Forms will also available.  There is a form found in this bulletin 
which can be mailed, faxed or presented in person to Rabbi Biber  You are encouraged to make a donation to 
charity with your form.  All proceeds sent to Rabbi Biber will be donated to Maot Chitim so that the needy can 
properly celebrate this joyous holiday. 
 

THE FAST OF THE FIRSTBORN 
 

 Firstborn males, bechorim, are required to fast on Erev Pesach in commemoration of the final plague, 
Makat Bechorot, when Hashem killed every first-born Egyptian and saved every first-born Jew. The fast will be 
observed on Friday, April 19. As in all years, the fast can be circumvented by participation in a Seudat 
Mitzvah, such as a Siyum, which will be held in the synagogue, following Shacharit. A sumptuous breakfast 
will be served, thanks to Myrna Rosenberg. 
 

BEDIKAT CHAMETZ 
 

 This year, Bedikat Chametz, the search for chametz, takes place on Thursday night, April 18 after 7:55 
pm.  After the search, Kol Chamira (nullification declaration, for unidentified chametz) is recited. 
As in other years the mitzvah is performed with a bracha only if done on the designated night. Those who are 
traveling or are otherwise unable to do the search that night, should do so without a bracha on the last night 
they will be present in their home. 
 

BI’UR CHAMETZ 
 

 One may eat chametz until 10:11am, Friday, April 19. It is then necessary to burn the chametz before 
11:31 am. The second Kol Chamira (nullification declaration of all chametz) is said following the burning of 
the chametz. 
 

ERUV TAVSHILIN 
 

 When a festival day coincides with Friday, the question of preparing on that day for Shabbat may arise. For 
while one may cook on a festival day, one may not do so if of the food is intended solely for the next day. 
By setting up an eruv tavshilin, Jewish law ruled it permissible to prepare on the festival day for the next (Sab
bath) day. This is done as follows: on the eve of the festival, Thursday, April 25, two foods are set aside, one 
cooked and one baked (matzah, fish, meat, or a hard-boiled egg, etc.) and the following blessing is recited:  
Baruch Ata Ado-nai Elo-hainu Melech ha-olam asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu al mitzvat eruv.  
After the blessing, the following declaration is added: "With this eruv, it shall be permitted for us to bake, cook, 
warm, kindle light and take care of all our needs on Yom Tov for the Sabbath."  
 

 The foods set aside as the eruv tavshilin should be eaten on Shabbat.  

Milestones on the Road to Pesach 
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Your Definitive Pesach Schedule 
 

Thu 4/18  Shacharit       6:45 am 
    Mincha/Maariv     7:10 pm 
    Bedikat Chametz after   7:55 pm 
      
Fri 4/19    EREV PESACH 
    Shacharit/Siyum    6:45 am 
    Latest time to eat chametz      10:11 am 
    Latest time to burn  
     & annul chametz       11:31 am 
    Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat   7:10 pm 
                        Candle lighting  
     (she’he’chiyanu)   7:16 pm
    
    Seder may begin after   8:18 pm 
 
Shabbat 4/20  1st DAY OF PESACH 

Shacharit       9:00 am  
    Mincha        7:10 pm 
               Candle lighting  
     (she’he’chiyanu) after   8:19 pm
     
     followed by 2nd Seder 
 
Sun 4/21   2nd DAY OF PESACH    

Shacharit       9:00 am  
Mincha        7:15 pm 
Havdalah after     8:20 pm 
 

 
 
 
CHOL HAMOED 4/22-4/24 
 

   Shacharit     6:45 am 
   Mincha/Maariv    7:15 pm 
 
   Thu 4/25  EREV YOM TOV 
   Shacharit     6:45 am 
   Eruv Tavshilin before  7:15 pm 
                         Mincha    7:20 pm 
           Candle lighting    7:22 pm 
   
   
     Fri 4/26    7th DAY OF PESACH 
   Shacharit      9:00 am  
   Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 pm 
   Candle lighting     7:23 pm 
 
 Shabbat 4/27 8th DAY OF PESACH 
   Shacharit/Shir HaShirim  9:00 am 

 Yizkor               10:45 am 
   Mincha       7:20 pm  
   Havdalah after     8:27 pm 
 
 

THE Chametz IN YOUR HOME may not be used until after 
9:15 pm 
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Please join us on 

Shabbat, April 13, 2019 

for the 

Shabbat HaGadol Drasha 

Schedule: 

Drasha: 5:50 pm 

Collapse of Time on Seder Night 

Presented by Rabbi Sam Biber 

Followed by Mincha,  

Seudah Shlishit & Maariv 

Beginning at 7:10 pm 
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