Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel
Bulletin

March-April 2019 Issue 2
Inside this issue
Rabbi’s Message
1,4
President’s Perspective
2
Announcements
3
March/April Calendar
5
Sisterhood
6
Schedule of Services
8-9
Interim Rabbi: Samuel Biber
Rabbi Emeritus: Joel Lehrfield, PhD.

LJCAGBI Bulletin
Published bi-monthly
except for holidays
(6-7 issues per year)
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation
A.G. Beth Israel
7117 North Crawford Ave.
Lincolnwood, Illinois 60712

Phone: 847.676.0491
www.ljcagbi.org

Rabbi Biber’s Message
OVERVIEW
Adar is the happiest, most joyous month of the Hebrew calendar. In fact, its
motto is "When Adar comes, joy is increased." The abundance of joy in Adar
is primarily due to the presence of Purim within the month. Purim is a
holiday that commemorates the deliverance of all the Jews, who were living
under the authority of the Persian Empire, from Haman's plot to exterminate
them. It is characterized by public recitation of the Book of Esther, giving
mutual gifts of food and drink, giving charity to the poor, and a celebratory
meal. The events leading up to Purim were recorded in Megillat Esther,
which became the last of the 24 books of "Tanach" to be canonized by the
Great Assembly. The Megillah records a series of events which took place
over a nine-year period during the reign of King Achashverosh. These events
reveal that "coincidences" are really evidence of Divine intervention
operating behind the scenes. This interpretation is developed and explained
by Talmudic and other major commentaries on the Megillah. Purim is
celebrated annually on the 14th of the Hebrew month of Adar. In cities that
were walled in the time of Joshua, including Jerusalem, Purim is celebrated
on the 15th of the month.
Reading the Megillah: The Megillah, the first religious ceremony ordained
for the celebration of Purim, is read in the synagogue on the eve of the 14th.
It is a mitzvah to hear Megillat Esther read out loud twice on Purim; once at
night and once during the day. The Megillah is read with a traditional chant,
differing from that used in the customary reading of the Torah. It has been
also customary since the time of the Geonim (early Medieval era) to unroll
the whole Megillah before reading it, in order to give it the appearance of an
Iggeret (letter). There is a special atmosphere in the synagogue during the
Megillah reading. Children and even adults arrive in costumes. Women have
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President’s Perspective
As I sit down to write my comments for this issue of the LJCAGBI Bulletin, it feels like spring is almost
here. The sun is shining, the snow is melting and Pesach is around the corner!
In truth, we have quite a few weeks left for new snow to pile up around us and more than a month before
Pesach arrives. But we have many other things to look forward to in the month of Adar. Adar is a happy
month and Purim is a time to celebrate. This year, the fast of Esther and the start of Purim falls on Wednesday
evening, March 20. We will be hosting a break-fast dinner after the reading of the Megillah, with
entertainment to follow. Please don’t forget to make your reservations!

Later in March, on Sunday, March 31, we will have a movie event, featuring two
wonderful (short) movies. The names will remain a mystery for now as we discover if we
can obtain our first choice or will move on from a long list of possible films. The theme is
perseverance, and I’m sure you will enjoy the films. A phone tree and the weekly
announcements (online) will provide further information.
We begin April with Rabbi Biber’s class, “Everything You Wanted to Know About
Pesach, But Were Afraid to Ask” on Sunday morning, April 7. Later that week, join your
Shul family for our pre-Pesach Shabbat dinner on Friday, April 12.
But there is only so much that the Shul leadership can do in planning programs. Your participation is key
to the success of these and many other programs. The more participation we have, the more motivation we
have to plan additional programs. If there is a program you would like to see, please don’t hesitate to jump in
with ideas. Your contribution on every level is what makes our Shul work.
Recently we failed to make a minyan one morning for Shacharit services. We have sadly lost several of
our mainstay members of the minyan and it has become increasingly difficult to guarantee that we have ten
men each morning. While not everyone feels a personal commitment to daven daily, if you can lend your
assistance one or two days per week, we can ensure that LJCAGBI will be able to continue our long-standing
commitment to provide a daily minyan, especially for those who are observing yahrzeit. If you cannot attend
services, it would be appreciated if you would help contribute to our minyan fund, to bring in paid daveners
when the Shul falls short.
We are hopeful that this new year will bring a new Rabbi and new energy to our congregation. Your
involvement is crucial to our success.
Wishing everyone a joyous month(s) of Adar and a wonderful Pesach.
Marcia Kramer
President

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained
two daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the
winter months). During the past months it has become increasingly difficult to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able.
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Speedy Recovery:
Jeffrey Light
Marv Rosett
Dr. Michael Schreiber

Condolences
to the families of:
Corrine Annenberg
Mother of Sue Kalter

Announcements

Irving Blackman

Mazal Tov:

Zave Gussin

To Shirley Derdiger on the birth of
a great-grandson, born to Paula
& Kelly. Grandparents are Jan
and Teri Derdiger.

Ruben Harris
Uncle of Yra Harris

Boris Kacel
Carol Zeinfeld
Niece of Arthur & Margaret Zeinfield

Eugene Zemsky

Your Definitive Purim Schedule
Watch for our

Wednesday, March 20 - Ta’anit Esther/Erev Purim

Special Pesach

Fast begins before 5:42 am

Bulletin arriving in

Shacharit 6:45 am

your mail shortly
after Purim.

Mincha/Maariv 6:30 pm
Megillah reading at approximately 7:15 pm
Fast concludes after 7:32 pm
Purim Dinner & Party to follow
Thursday, March 21 – Purim Day
Shacharit 6:30 am
Megillah Reading 7:10 am
Mincha/Maariv 6:35 pm
Friday, March 22 – Shushan Purim
Shacharit 7:00 am
Mincha/Maariv 6:30pm
Candlelighting 6:45 pm
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an obligation to hear the Megillah as well because "they also were involved in that miracle." Everyone brings
noisemakers, which they shake whenever "Haman", is mentioned during the reading. The custom of making a
noise when Haman's name is mentioned is very ancient and widespread.
Sending Purim Mishloach Manot: The Megillah prescribes "the sending of portions one man to another and gifts
to the poor" (9:22). Over time, this mitzvah has become one of the most prominent features of the celebration of
Purim. According to the Halacha, each Jew over the age of bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah must send two different,
ready-made foods to one friend, and two charitable donations (either money or food) to two poor people, to fulfill
these two mitzvoth. The gifts to friends are called Mishloach Manot ("sending of portions"), and often include
nuts, chocolates, wine or grape juice and Hamantashen. The custom of sending Mishloach Manot gift baskets
leaves its special mark on Purim. Throughout Purim, men, women, and children throng the streets, bearing plates,
baskets and trays filled with choicest Purim goodies and covered and decorated with ribbons and designs. Many of
these "messengers" are in disguise and this adds a special beauty to the Purim atmosphere.
Charity to the poor on Purim day: One should remember the poor (Matanot L'evyonim) on Purim and give to
those less fortunate then you are. On Purim there is an additional mitzvah to give to "any person who extends their
hand."
Purim Seudah: On Purim day a festive meal called Seudat Purim is held, with wine as the prominent beverage. It
is customary to make the Purim Seudah after Mincha and continue into the night. As on all festivals, we celebrate
the Purim meal with family and friends and gather together to rejoice in the Purim spirit. The jovial character of
this feast is illustrated in the saying of the Talmud stating that one should be merry on Purim until he can no
longer distinguish between the phrases, Arur Haman ("Cursed is Haman") and Baruch Mordechai ("Blessed is
Mordechai").
In Conclusion: Our Sages teach that when Mashiach arrives the festivals will cease to be observed, but Purim
will continue. The Midrash (Mishlei 9) derives this unusual conclusion from a statement in Megillat Esther, (9:28)
"the memory of Purim will never cease from among their descendants."
Purim will be observed forever while the basic and more significant festivals will no longer be needed. Rav
Yitzchok Hutner, of Blessed Memory, explained this extraordinarily puzzling rabbinic teaching with the following
analogy: Two individuals were given an assignment: Identify your friends in the black of night. One was supplied
with a flashlight. He identified his friends by shining light in their faces. The second did not receive a flashlight.
He was compelled to identify his friends by listening to their voices and the sound of their walk. The first did a far
superior job. Seeing people's faces is far more effective than listening to their distant conversation or walk at
night. But the second person developed a unique talent. He learned to train his ears and listen attentively,
developing a special sensitivity, born of his concentrated listening. When the sun rose in the morning, the first
person extinguished his flashlight. What value is there to a small light in the glare of sunlight? The second
individual, however, had acquired the ability to recognize people in the dark. This talent, which he developed and
perfected during that long and dark night, remained with him during the next day, and the next.
When the night of exile will be banished by the rising sun of Mashiach, when the presence of Hashem will
shine in all its strength and glory, this presence will be so glaring and obvious that we will no longer require the
lights provided by our holidays to perceive the guiding hand of Hashem in historical events. The festivals, with
which the Jewish people feel the presence of Hashem’s guiding hand through great historical events, will no
longer be required. The holidays will pale when exposed to the glare of the light of redemption. However, there is
one exception, Purim. That special talent acquired by the Jewish people, enabling them to recognize the hand of
Hashem when it is concealed. The Megillah records a series of seemingly unrelated events which took place over
time. These events, when seen as a whole, reveal that the "coincidences" are really evidence of Divine
intervention operating behind the scenes. That will remain with us, as an eternal possession even after the sun of
redemption will rise. At that time all of the holidays will pale, except for Purim, "whose remembrance will never
be forgotten." Pesach is the holiday of spring, the first holiday of the first month of the year. As the plants break
through the cold barren earth, as the rays of spring warm the ground and cast away the cold, the heart is stirred by
feelings of redemption. Purim is the last holiday on the last month of the year. The moment Purim departs we
begin to prepare for Pesach by studying the laws of Pesach. Our Rabbis taught, "When Adar arrives we begin to
increase our joy." We rejoice in the knowledge that our enemies have been subdued, that the exile has ended and
Pesach is coming. It is a prelude to the great redemption that will witness the rebirth and regeneration of the
Jewish people as it rejoices in the arrival of Mashiach!
Chag Purim Sameach!
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Please get your articles in for the Shul Bulletin
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so everyone will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (May/June issue—Monday, April 8, 2019). All
material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts must also
be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491
for further details.
5

Markson’s Musings
Bill Clinton, Al Gore and Jeff Bezos were in an airplane that crashed. They’re up in heaven, and G-d’s
sitting on the great white throne. G-d addressed Al first.
“Al, what do you believe in?”
Al replied, “Well, I believe that the combustion engine is evil and that we need to save the world from
CFCs and that if any more freon is used, the whole earth will become a greenhouse and we’ll all die.”
G-d thinks for a second and said, “Okay, I can live with that. Come and sit at my left.”
G-d then addresses Bill Clinton. “Bill, what do you believe in?”
Bill Clinton replies, “Well, I believe in power to the people. I think people should be able to make their
own choices about things and that no one should ever be able to tell someone else what to do. I also believe
in feeling people’s pain.”
G-d thinks for a second and says “Okay, that sounds good. Come and sit at my right.”
G-d then addresses Jeff Bezos. “Jeff, what do you believe in?”
Jeff Bezos replies, “I believe you’re in my chair.”

Sisterhood Helps Build
Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrtzeit
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to
work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in
the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office. Donations are $5 for your personal
message.




Thank you so much for the outpouring of
kindness and support in the loss of my
beloved mother , Corinne Annenberg.
We are so blessed to know all of you.

Sid Verson

Sue & Henry Kalter


Thank you for the many heartfelt wishes
for good health and a Refuah Shlema. My
recovery is now total and complete,
including driving.

Thank you for all the calls, cards and good
wishes for my speedy recovery.
Jeffrey Light
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat Services
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& Shabbat Candlelighting
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From the Catering Department
I grew up in Albany Park (in the late 40’s & early 50’s). It was such a perfect place for Jewish kids. The
west side was changing and most west siders were moving north. I was not a west sider. I actually lived
north much earlier, in a small one room apartment, with my parents, of course. Then we moved to Albany
Park. I finished Volta grade school, from 3rd. grade on, and then Roosevelt High School. My grandparents
were west siders as were most of my aunts and uncles, so I spent weekends on the west side with my
extended family. My grandparents lived on Lawndale right off of 16th Street. I started school at Swift
School, kindergarten till 2nd grade, then we moved to Albany Park. It was a really great place for kids to
grow up. Eugene Field Park was right down the street. I lived one block north of Lawrence Ave., on Ainslie.
At that time, Lawrence Ave. was really something special. Aside from clothing stores there were four movie
theaters and restaurants on almost every corner.
Independent ice cream shops and candy stores; you don’t see these anymore. The EL started at Kimball
Ave. and went to downtown. A streetcar on Lawrence Ave took you as far as Broadway and the Uptown and
the Riviera. On Lawrence Ave. we had the Terminal movie theater & the Metro, called the backwards movie
house. Aside from clothing specialty shops, there were restaurants, mostly delis, and candy stores.
This was the beginning of the line for the EL and it took you right downtown. I never went further than
downtown. One street car took you to Broadway Ave. I walked from my apartment on Ainslie and
Ridgeway to Roosevelt High School. On Monday and Thursday the shops on Lawrence Ave. stayed open till
9 pm., a carryover from shtetl days, in Europe. There were the usual school stores, delis and soda shops.
These were the days when you could get sodas and sundaes in drug stores. We also had the original “Little
Al’s” hot dog shack; it truly was a shack, but absolutely the best hot dogs and fries on the north side. There
were restaurants and grocery stores and by the time I moved away an A&P had opened up. It really didn’t
carry much for the jewish clientele but it was a start. We had grocery stores, bakeries, and butcher shops,
both kosher and not. We bought lox & smoked fish from our grocer; there was no Jewel. We bought our
bagels from the bakery. Everyone walked and carried shopping bags. Home freezers hadn’t made an
appearance yet. I remember that during WWll we rarely got ice cream.
We never gave it a thought that some places were too far to walk. No one had cars. That big red one
down the middle of the street was our transportation. I remember well the celebration of the end of the war
on Lawrence Ave. So much hugging and kissing and smiling. This was a very long war and every house had
a little flag with a star on it to denote someone in the family was in the service. Neighborhoods were
friendlier since we all walked most of the time so we knew everyone. I lived in the same building from the
time I was 8 years old until I was married and had two children. We moved to a bigger apt. when I was
expecting my third child. I certainly wouldn’t want to go back to those times, pleasant as they were, but it’s
nice to have such vivid memories; they keep you grounded.
Now, the big question: How can ‘slim chance’ and ‘fat chance’ mean the same thing? Yet a ‘wise man’
and a ‘wise guy’ are total opposites. What a language we have! How come when the ‘stars are out’ they are
visible but when the ‘lights are out’ everything is invisible? A house can burn up as it burns down and you
fill in a form by filling it out. What a language we have! Now a question: How can you drop a raw egg onto
a concrete floor without cracking it? Any way you want, concrete floors are hard to crack.
Stay well, my friends, till we meet again.

Shirley Derdiger

If you haven't already shared your email address with the LJCAGBI office, please contact the office with your information
or simply send an email to office@ljcagbi.org, using your name as the subject. The cost is free and you will have the opportunity to get special announcements via email, as well as on your phone.
Another good way to stay in touch with our shul is by accessing our web page, www.ljcagbi.org. The current shul calendar, flyers for current activities as well as davening times are readily available on the site. And, should you want to make
a donation or pay membership dues, you can do it on our web site. You can even read this bulletin on the web site. Stay
in touch wherever you are by accessing www.ljcagbi.org.
Like us on Facebook.
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