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Rabbi Biber’s Message
Rosh Hashanah
"Blow the shofar at the [beginning] of the month, when the day of
our holiday is covered". Rosh Hashanah is the only one of our holidays
celebrated on the first of the month, and thus, unlike other holidays
where the moon is clearly visible, on Rosh Hashanah the moon is almost
completely concealed.
This concealment reflects the fact that Rosh Chodesh, the beginning
of the new month, is effectively ignored, taking a back seat to the much
greater focus on the beginning of the year. In reality, not only is Rosh
Chodesh hidden, so is much of Rosh Hashanah--at least, from a biblical
perspective. Unique amongst our holidays, Rosh Hashanah is mentioned
only twice in the Torah; even more striking is that there is no context to
this holiday. No historical event or even agricultural motif is mentioned
in connection to Rosh Hashanah. Simply put, we have no idea why there
is a holiday "on the first day of the seventh month".
And the little the Torah does say appears contradictory. In parshat
Emor, we are told, "on the seventh month on the first day you shall have
a day of rest, a day to remember the blowing, zichron teruah, a holy
calling" (Vayikra 23:24). In parshat Pinchas, we are told that it's a yom
teruah, a day of blowing. Which is it? A day to blow or a day to remember blowing?
If the latter, we would need to determine to which blowing the Torah
Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued on page 4

President’s Perspective
Shana Tova to everyone at LJCAGBI. This has been a very interesting year, one of transition and
challenge. I want to thank everyone who has stepped up to the challenge—our daily minyanaires, the
men leading daily and Shabbat services, those chanting the Haftorah, men and women helping in the
Shul office, preparing food for Shabbat and holidays and serving on various committees throughout the
year.
There are so many different ways that members serve the interests of the Shul, including finance
and fundraising, building maintenance and security, and by organizing and running programs. I can’t
list them all. Aside from all of our volunteers, I’d like to thank our paid office staff,
Chava and Osnat, and our caretaking staff, Richard and Jadwiga for all they do all
year long.
I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank Rabbi Biber, our interim Rabbi, for
providing the guidance we need after months without an active Rabbi. I hope that
everyone has been able to meet him since his debut over Shavuot. If you haven’t, he
will be leading the mechitzah minyan during the high Holydays and giving a drasha
in the main sanctuary as well.
Those of you davening in the main sanctuary will be led by Rabbi David Bauman and Cantor Jerry
Markovitz. Rabbi Bauman is newly returned from service in the U.S. Navy as their chaplain stationed
in Okinawa. If that doesn’t whet your curiosity, it should!
Speaking of the Holydays… this continues to be a busy time for the congregation. Rosh Hashanah
begins on Sunday evening, September 9. Prior to that date, there is the opportunity to have your name
listed in the Sophie Gordon New Year’s Greetings (in the Shul calendar), underwrite the cost of flowers
for the bimah, and reserve your place for (and hopefully sponsor) the Simchat Torah luncheon. If you
did not receive fliers with this information, please call the Shul office and they will take your orders.
You will also have a chance to help (please help!) put up the Shul sukkah on Sept. 2 (and if you can’t
make it then, call me and you can help Paul and me put up our sukkah!). Don’t forget to reserve your
lulav and etrog through the Shul office as well.
If you are looking for something sooner than September, grab a copy of the Shabbos bookclub selection, Lincoln and the Jews, A History, and join us on August 25th after Kiddush for a lively discussion of this book. There are many more opportunities to join LJCAGBI for activities—coming soon
through our new Chevrutah. If you didn’t receive information in the mail, look through the Bulletin or
contact the Shul office for details.
On behalf of myself and my family, I wish everyone a very happy and healthy Rosh Hashanah.
Marcia Kramer
President
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SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars for the

Legal Lecture Series
Sunday morning, December 16, 2018
The topic and speakers TBD

Announcements
Mazal Tov:
Joyce and Arnie Sklar
On their 55th Wedding
Anniversary
Speedy Recovery:
Shirley Derdiger
Naomi Kalter
Condolences
to the families of:

LJCAGBI Sisterhood
Annual Fall

Rummage
Sale
Sunday, October 21,
2018
9:00 am-2:00 pm

Norman Buxbaum
Lorraine Buxbaum, wife
of Sol Buxbaum

Details to follow

If you haven't already shared your email address with the LJCAGBI office, please contact the office
with your information or simply send an email to office@ljcagbi.org, using your name as the subject. The cost is free and you will have the opportunity to get special announcements via email, as
well as on your phone.
Another good way to stay in touch with our shul is by accessing our web page, www.ljcagbi.org.
The current shul calendar, flyers for current activities as well as davening times are readily available on the site. And, should you want to make a donation, or pay membership dues, you can do it
on our web site. You can even read this bulletin on the web site. Stay in touch wherever you are
by accessing www.ljcagbi.org.
Like us on Facebook.
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Rabbi Biber’s Message—continued from page 1

refers. Presumably it would be the only actual blowing of the shofar mentioned in the Torah, the shofar that
sounded at Sinai: "and the sound of the shofar went and grew stronger; Moshe would speak and G-d would
answer with a [loud] voice" (Shemot 19:19). This assumes that it is the shofar we are blowing, something
the Torah does not actually mention in connection with Rosh Hashanah. Perhaps it's the chatzotzrot, the
trumpets, we are to blow (or remember); the first day of the seventh month qualifies as one of "our days of
joy, our holidays and our new moons" (Bamidbar 10:10).
One might suggest that that with so many holidays during the seventh month, the blowing on the first
day of the month is specifically mentioned because this blowing heralds this most important of months. And
yet we all know that the blowing refers to the shofar, the integral mitzvah of Rosh Hashanah. Why this veil
of biblical secrecy?
The Talmud quotes a view that, indeed, yom teruah and zichron teruah are contradictory. The former
refers to years when Rosh Hashanah falls during a weekday and the latter to those years when it falls on
Shabbat; hence, the biblical source that we do not blow shofar when Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat. Yet
this view is rejected by the Talmud Bavli (Rosh Hashanah 29b). Zichron is understood as an adjective describing the nature of teruah. We blow shofar so that memory should be awakened.
In biblical Hebrew the term zachor, to remember, also means "to mention". "Zachor (remember) the
Shabbat" thus becomes the source of the obligation to say Kiddush. Rashi (Vayikra 23:24) notes that zichron
teruah is the biblical source for mention of the verses of Malchiot, Zichronot, and Shofarot. Combined with
the literal meaning, to remember, we beseech G-d to remember our own merits and those of the Jewish people. Maimonides understood the shofar as a wake-up call to repentance (Hilchot Teshuva 3:4), leading us to
improve our ways; thus, the shofar not only reminds G-d of our merit, but also reminds us to live up to our
potential.
Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of the aseret yemi teshuva, the ten days of repentance. Each person
has their own unique set of circumstances, misdeeds, and areas for improvement. The Torah tells us to make
sounds and to remember. What we do with those sounds and how we remember is up to us.
While each person may find slightly different meanings in the observance of the Yamim Tovim, Pesach, Yom
Kippur, Sukkot and Shavuot are celebrated in the same manner the world over. Matzah, lulav, sukkah, fasting, even dancing are the common denominators uniting all Jews. But Rosh Hashanah is celebrated in the
heart and mind of each individual, in our internal resolve to improve. We must personalize the holiday, and
hence, the Torah can say very little about its observance. Rosh Hashanah is not even a uniquely Jewish holiday. References to the world as whole abound. After all, Rosh Hashanah commemorates the creation of the
man, not the founding of the Jewish people.
Even prayer, which plays such a vital role on Rosh Hashanah, is defined as "worship of the
heart" (Taanit 2a). The words may be the same for all but how it impacts on us varies from person to person.
The blessing we make on the shofar is "lishmoah (to hear) the sound of shofar". One person may blow
the shofar for all, but each person hears its sounds differently. Some only hear a kol demmah daka (a thin
faint sound), whereas others merit hearing a shofar gadol, a great blast. May we merit hearing the shofar of
redemption -- perhaps if we listen carefully enough, we can make it a reality.
May G-d Almighty send you and your families all His bountiful blessings that will enrich your lives with
the values of Torah, Avodah – the ability to pray, and Gemilut Chasadim – Acts of loving kindness. May
this coming year be the one where we will see true Shalom reign over the entire world and may we have
the merit to witness the coming of Mashiach speedily in our time.
Shanah Tovah u’Metukah!

לשנה טובה תכתבו

Rabbi Sam & Judy Biber and Family
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September/October Calendar of Events 2018
Monday, September 3
Sunday, September 9
Monday, September 10
Tuesday, September 11
Wednesday, September 12
Tuesday, September 18
Wednesday, September 19
Monday, September 24
Tuesday, September 25
Wednesday, September 26 Sunday, September 30
Monday, October 1
Tuesday, October 2
Monday, October 8
Tuesday, October 9
Wednesday, October 10
Wednesday, October 17

Labor Day
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah Day 1
Rosh Hashanah Day 2
Fast of Gedalia
Erev Yom Kippur
Yom Kippur
Sukkot- Day 1
Sukkot- Day 2
Chol Hamoed Sukkot
Shemini Atzeret
Simchat Torah
Columbus Day
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan -Day 1
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan- Day 2
Executive Council/Board of Directors
Meeting

Markson’s Musings
A passenger is aboard a late evening flight with very few fellow passengers. The stewardess offers him a
beer and some peanuts.
He is drinking his beer and munching the peanuts when he hears a voice saying “Nice haircut”.
He looks around but does not see anyone. He continues drinking his beer and eating peanuts.
Once again he hears a voice saying: “Nice tie you are wearing”. But he sees no one.
The stewardess returns and offers him another beer. He tells her that he has been hearing voices saying
“Nice haircut —- that’s a nice tie”.
“Oh” she says, “You are hearing our complimentary peanuts”.
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat/High
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Holiday Services & Shabbat Candlelighting
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Rabbi David S. Bauman – Our Rabbi in the Main Sanctuary
Rabbi Bauman received Yoreh-Yoreh Semichah (rabbinic ordination) from the world renowned Talmudic
Scholar Rabbi David Weiss-Halivni and from Rabbi Zalman Nehemiah Goldberg, head of Jerusalem’s Supreme Court. He also holds a Master’s degree in Jewish Studies from The Jewish Theological Seminary, a
Master’s degree in Education Administration and Counseling Psychology from New York University, and a
Master’s degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from The University of the Cumberlands in Williamsburg, Kentucky. His undergraduate work was completed at The American University in Washington, DC
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology, Education, and Jewish Studies. Rabbi Bauman is currently in
the final stages of his dissertation for a Doctor of Hebrew Literature degree in Jewish Ethics at Spertus
Institute of Jewish Learning and Leadership in Chicago.
Rabbi Bauman was commissioned in April 2011 and served as a reserve officer in the United States Navy
Chaplain Corps from April 2011 to January 2014. From February 2014 to July 2014 Rabbi Bauman served as
the Battalion Chaplain to the 4th Marine Division, 2nd Battalion, 25th Marines in Garden City, NY. Chaplain
Bauman superseded to active duty on July 28, 2014 and was assigned to Naval Station Great Lakes – Recruit
Training Command as a staff chaplain, also serving as the Recruit Memorial Chapel’s Division Officer and
Atlantic Fleet Supervising Chaplain. In September of 2016, Chaplain Bauman reported to the 3rd Marine
Logistics Group to serve as battalion chaplain for the 9th Engineer Support Battalion in Okinawa, Japan. He
has deployed multiple times to Korea and the Philippines.
Prior to his work in the Navy, Rabbi Bauman served congregations in Long Beach, NY; Overland Park,
KS; and Toronto, Ontario. In addition to his congregational work he taught Mishnah, Talmud, and Halachah
(Jewish Law) at the Robbin’s Hebrew Academy for three years and lectured in Jewish Ethics for the Melton
Mini-School. Rabbi Bauman served on the Board of Governors and the Executive Committee of the Union of
Traditional Judaism. Currently Rabbi Bauman is a member of the International Rabbinic Fellowship and
Torat Chayim.
Rabbi Bauman and his wife Elly are blessed with two children, Matan and Ori, and his beloved dog Hadas
Pugman. Rabbi Bauman, along with Rabbi Steven Ballaban, recently published an article for the Pentagon’s
Committee of Interest in Pastoral Counseling entitled, “Analysis of a Narrative Related to Cultural Resiliency
using a Framework for Evaluating Personal Narrative”.

Kiddush Club
Join us on Shabbat morning after davening to have a L’chaim and socialize. Our libations are not funded by the Shul;, and so we thank those
that have made a contribution to our Kiddush Fund since January:
Ron and Natalia Ganellen
Moshe and Ilana Goldson
Alan and Yael Groner
Daniel and Kari Gutstein
Stuart and Regine Meisel
Larry and Arlene Miller
Myron and Anna Moscovitch
Darlene Piell
Mitchell Sandler
Aaron Shafter
Michael Schreiber
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LOX BOX
Sunday, November 18, 2018
Start taking orders now!
Forms are included with this Bulletin and are available in the Shul office
Breakfast includes: 8 oz. Nova lox
6 bagels, cream cheese, orange juice,
onion, tomato, jelly, cereal, dessert
and great CHATCHKIES!

What on Earth is the New LJCAGBI Chevrutah*?
Spurred on by a demand for more activities with our Shul friends and family, the newlylaunched Chevrutah will offer a wide range of programs throughout the year. While this
program has been launched by a letter to the women of the Shul (after all, we are the ones
keeping the social calendar), everyone is welcome!
The letter was sent in early August, and hopefully many of you have already returned it,
with your input regarding programs of interest and times for holding these programs. The
Chevrutah will try to vary programming to satisfy the needs of working women and men,
those who don’t drive in the evening, as well as anyone with other weeknight commitments.
The new Chevrutah will be whatever you want it to be, including, classes and lectures,
movies, meals, artistic masterpieces. The greater your participation, the more activities and
programs we will schedule.
Be sure to let us know if you have a particular talent or interest that you would like to
share with all of us, and we will include it in the agenda (eg. kickboxing, chair yoga,
sculpting or travel). Programming will begin after Sukkot, so be sure to return your survey
as soon as possible.
* Chevrutah: From the Aramaic, friendship, companionship or fellowship; from the
Hebrew root “chaver,” or friend.
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From the Catering Department
Our featured columnist, Shirley Derdiger, is on special assignment. Her regular column will return
in our next issue.

22 Questions to Think about Before and on Rosh Hashanah
1. When do I most feel that my life is meaningful?
2. How often do I express my feelings to those who mean the most to me?
3. Are there any ideals I would be willing to die for?
4. If I could live my life over, what would I change?
5. What would bring me more happiness than anything else in the world?
6. What are my three most significant achievements since last Rosh Hashanah?
7. What are my biggest mistakes since last Rosh Hashanah?
8. What project or goal, if left undone, will I most regret next Rosh Hashanah?
9. If I knew I couldn’t fail, what would I undertake to accomplish in life?
10. What are my three major goals in life?
11. What practical steps can I take in the next two months toward these goals?
12. What is the most important decision I need to make this year?
13. What important decision did I avoid making last year?
14. What did I do last year that gave me the strongest feeling of self-respect?
15. When do I feel most spiritual?
16. What kind of person do I want to be one year from now?
17. What kind of person do I want to be five years from now?
18. What are the most important relationships in my life?
19. Over the last year, did those become relationships closer and deeper or was there a sense of stagnation
and drifting?
20. What can I do to nurture those relationships this year?
21. If I could change only one thing about myself, what would it be?
22. If I could change only one thing about my spiritual life, what would it be?

May you rediscover yourself this New Year!

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained
two daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the
winter months). During the past months it has become increasingly difficult to guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able.
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Sisterhood Helps Build
Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrtzeit
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words
to work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message
in the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office. Donations are $5 for your personal
message.


Once again, I am thanking my shul family
for all of their contributions in honor of my
many simchas; two grandsons graduating
and becoming a great grandmother give
me indescribable pleasure. All your good
wishes add to my joy.
Bobbie Fink





For all good things! In honor of daughter
Lauri receiving her doctorate and grandson
Elijah’s Bar Mitzvah in Brooklyn, and the
family being together for these simchas.
Beverly Alpern



In loving memory of our mothers, Edythe
Futterman and Sally Schaffer, on their
yahrzeit. You are always in our thoughts
and prayers.

In honor of our grandson and nephew, Jack
Abraham Baum on the occasion of his
graduation from Moriah Day School in
New Jersey. We are so proud of you and
wish you a wonderful future!
Jocelyn & Sid Verson, & David
Verson

Marla and Lester Schaffer

Sisterhood Dues
Please remit payment of your Sisterhood dues to the office. Separate billing will not be
done this year. As in the past, dues are $36.

Please get your articles in for the Shul Bulletin
If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so everyone
will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or submit a
hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (Nov/Dec issue—Monday, October 8, 2018). All material
is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts must also be approved by the Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847.676.0491 for
further details.
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