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Dear Fellow Congregants, 
 
 The secular New Year is now upon us, along with the serious onset 

of winter. Please remember that LJCAGBI is a warm place to spend some 

time with your Shul family, whether it’s the early morning for Schacharit, 

the evening for Ma’ariv, or any time on Shabbos. 

  

 I hope that everyone had a chance to attend the 

farewell breakfast for Rabbi and Marilyn Gordon to 

thank them for the many years they have been part of our 

congregation and to wish them well as they undertake 

new challenges. We all wish them future success and see 

them go with some regret and appreciation. 

 

 As you know, the search committee has been 

working hard to identify viable candidates to consider for 

our next Rabbi. As this goes to press, we hope to have a candidate visiting 

for a Shabbat later in January or early February. We continue to interview 

other possible candidates and are looking at all options to ensure that our 

Shul will move forward in a warm and positive manner. In the meanwhile, 

we will be seeking assistance from a variety of individuals, including our 

congregants, to serve the needs of our Shul until permanent leadership is 

in place. 

President’s Perspective 
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If you have an interest in taking part in a panel discussion, a presentation on To-

rah interpretation, or would consider delivering a Dvar Torah on Shabbos, please con-

tact Dan Gutstein, Worship VP, and let him know. At the same time, I’m calling on 

women who would like to participate in delivering their take on a Torah portion, at a 

program to take place in the future. Several years ago, we had two similar programs, on 

Jewish Women in the Torah and Woman in the Bible—it would be a great time to serve 

up another round of women on women in Jewish life. If you are interested, please con-

tact me to get this program off the ground. 

 

 Please watch your mail for upcoming programs and for opportunities to meet 

Rabbinic candidates during the next couple of months. We hope that everyone will take 

advantage of the opportunities when they arise. 

 

 Stay safe and warm this winter as we plan for our future. 

 

         Marcia Kramer 

 

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend 
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always maintained 
two daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during the 
winter months). During the past months it has become increasingly difficult to guar-
antee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed to en-
sure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have Yahrzeit 
or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able. 

President’s Perspective—continued from page 1 
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Mazel Tov 
 

To Helaine Ellenby and Helen Rosen-

berg. Helaine Ellenby’s grand-

daughter Jennifer Ellenby recently 

married Helen Rosenberg’s great 

nephew, David Savitt 

 

To Helene Hutensky on the marriage 

of her nephew Jeremy Roth, and to 

Jeremy’s mom, Rosalie Roth 

 

To Rabbi Mark and Mrs. Chava Gut-

man on the recent marriage of 

their daughter Alana to Efraim 

Wakschlag 

Condolences 

 to the families of: 
 

Barton Cohen (brother of Carol 

Deer) 
 

Charlotte Markson (wife of Bob 

Markson) 
 

Angela Marti (daughter-in-law of 

Myrna Rosenberg) 
 

Eileen Shirley Nathan (sister of  

Chavie Lehrfield) 

 

Get Well Wishes to: 
 

 Joyce Chabner 
 

 Harvey Greenstein 

Announcements 

SNOWBIRDS—PLEASE NOTIFY THE SYNAGOGUE OFFICE 

IF YOU WILL BE AWAY THIS WINTER 
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________ 

Vacation Address ______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Vacation Phone Number______________________ 

Departure Date _____________________ 

Return Date ________________________ 
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Our Fortune 500 Raffle Continues! 

Here’s your opportunity to win a $100 Prize…drawn twice weekly for 25 weeks. 
Only 500 Chances will be sold, and every winning ticket goes back in the hat to be drawn 
again.  Purchase tickets and numbers now at $50 per chance.  
Call the synagogue office, or look online at our website.  Winners through December 24: 
    
  
 

Sisterhood Rummage Sale 
 
 
 Our annual rummage sale was a wonderful success due, as usual, to all our won-
derful helpers in shul!  Whether by donating "stuff," putting out "stuff," or by coming on 
Sunday to help sell "stuff" and otherwise keep an eye on things, it really does "take a vil-
lage" to get the job done! 
 
 Helpers include Aaron Goldman, Carolyn Greenstein, Ceil Klein, Marcia and Paul 
Kramer, Steve Kramer, Estelle Kriv, Jeff Light, Larry Miller, Paulette Rafalson, Harriet 
Snyder, and Jocelyn Verson.  A very special thanks to Richard and Yadviga, without whom 
we could not have done anything! 
 
 Thanks again to everyone for making a big job a very 
interesting and pleasant job! 
 
 Start saving for next year! 
 
                                                Jocelyn Verson 
                                                Rummage Chairman 

Susie Birz, Larry Brown, Carol Deer, Julie Feinbaum, Marc & Eileen 
Feder, Paul & Marcia Kramer, Jeff Light, Larry Miller, Aaron Shafter, 
Richard Shere, Arnie & Joyce Sklar, Max Sokol, Angelo Surrano, and 
Fortune 60 Group  
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Tree of Life 

 
Everyone is familiar with the Tree of Life in our Shul foyer. 

Engrave plaques to commemorate B’nei Mitzvot, birthdays, graduations, 

anniversaries—most any milestone. 

 

The cost for an inscribed leaf on the Tree of Life is $54. 

To order your celebratory leaf, contact the office at 847.676.0491. 
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Marksons’s Musings 
 
 A woman has twins and gives them up for adoption.  One of them goes to a family in Egypt 

and is named “Ahmal.”  The other goes to a family in Spain; they name him “Juan.”  Years later, Juan 
sends a picture of himself to his birth mother.  Upon receiving the picture, she tells her husband that 
she wishes she also had a picture of Ahmal.  Her husband responds, “They’re twins!  If you’ve seen 

Juan, you’ve seen Ahmal.” 

  

 These friars were behind on their belfry payments, so they opened up a small florist shop to 
raise funds.  Since everyone liked to buy flowers from the men of G_d, a rival florist across town 
thought the competition was unfair.  He asked the good fathers to close down, but they would not.  He 

went back and begged the friars to close.  They ignored him.  Sok the rival florist hired Hugh MacTag-
gart, the roughest and most vicious thug in town to persuade them to close.  Hugh beat up the friars 
and trashed their store, saying he’d be back if they didn’t close up shop.  Terrified, they did so, thereby 

proving that only Hugh can prevent florist friars. 

 

 Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most of the time, which produced an impres-
sive set of calluses on his feet.  He also ate very little, which made him rather frail and with his odd 
diet, he suffered from bad breath.  This made him … (Oh, man, this is so bad, it’s good) … A super 

calloused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis. 

January/February Calendar 2018 
 

Monday, January 1   New Year’s Day    

Monday, January 15   Martin Luther King Day 

Wednesday, January 17  Rosh Chodesh Shevat 

Wednesday, January 31  Tu B’Shevat 

Monday, February 12   Lincoln’s Birthday  

Wednesday, February 14  Executive Council & Board of Directors  

       Meeting 

Thursday, February 15            Rosh Chodesh Adar- Day 1 

Friday, February 16                Rosh Chodesh Adar- Day 2 

Monday, February 19   Observance of Washington’s Birthday  

Wednesday, February 28  Fast of Esther—Megillah Reading 

Thursday, March 1   Purim 
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       Schedule for Daily/Shabbat Services     & Shabbat Candlelighting
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Schedule for Daily/Shabbat Services     & Shabbat Candlelighting 
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Come have a L'chaim and socialize with us on Shabbat after davening.  
As we begin 2018, let's raise a glass and thank those that have made the "Kiddush Club" 
possible through their generosity:  
 
 

Natalia Pascal and Ronald Ganellen  
Ilana and Moshe Goldson  
Kari and Daniel Gutstein  
Robert Markson  
Regine and Stuart Meisel  
Arlene and Larry Miller  
Anna and Myron Moscovitch  
Darlene Piell  
Mimi Rosenbush  
Jacqueline Rothman  
Mitchell Sandler  
Renie and Michael Schreiber 

Kiddush Club 

Please get your articles in for the Shul Bulletin 

 

If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so every-
one will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or 
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (March/April issue—Friday, February 9, 2018). 
All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts must 
also be approved by the  Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847-676-
0491 for further details. 
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 Also known as the “New Year of the Trees”, Tu B’Shevat is literally the fifteenth day of the 

Hebrew month of Shevat. It is one of the four ‘New Years’ of the Jewish calendar, mentioned in the 

Talmud, along with the first day of Tishrei (the month in which we celebrate Rosh Hashana, the most 

well-known new year); the first day of Nissan (during which month we celebrate Passover), the first 

day of Elul (the month before the High Holy Days), and the fifteenth day of Shevat. This New Year of 

the Trees on the fifteenth day of Shevat generally occurs around the end of January or beginning of 

February, making it (at least in the northern hemisphere) an ironic time of year for the celebration of 

plants and new life.  

 

 Tu B’Shevat has significance in Jewish law because it is the cutoff date by which the age of a 

tree is calculated for the sake of orlah, a Biblical prohibition against eating the fruit of a tree in its first 

three years. (Most authorities say that this prohibition is only in effect within the Land of Israel.) After 

Tu B’Shevat of the tree’s third year, the fruit is permitted for consumption, provided that the relevant 

tithing has occurred. 

 

 Starting in the Middle Ages, in keeping with the Talmud’s description of this day as a holiday, 

Tu B’Shevat was celebrated with a feast; however, it is a minor holiday, instituted by the Rabbis, and 

unlike the major holidays mentioned in the Torah, there is no restriction of work on this day. Also un-

like other holidays, the feast is not the usual Jewish feast of meat and fish and wine, but rather a feast of 

fruits such as dates, figs, pomegranates, grapes (all four of which have special significance in Israel and 

thus have special blessings), and any other available fruit. Chassidim will also eat the etrog from the 

previous Sukkot, and some will pray that they merit a good-quality etrog in the coming Sukkot. Rabbi 

Yitzchak Luria, known as the Arizal, a 16th century kabbalist and predecessor of Chassidim, instituted 

a certain order of the fruits to be eaten and commentated upon their various symbolic meanings and sig-

nificance.       (www.holidayscalendar.com) 

 

Please check our shul web site—www.ljcagbi.org and our weekly email announcements for information 

about activities observing this holiday at LJCAGBI. 

Tu B’Shevat—January 30-31, 2018 

A good way to stay in touch with our shul is by accessing our web page, www.ljcagbi.org.  

The current shul calendar, flyers for current activities as well as davening times are readily 

available on the site. In addition, order forms for the Fortune 500 game are also available 

and can be printed.  And, should you want to make a donation, or pay membership dues, 

you can do it on our web site.  You can even read this bulletin on the web site.  Stay in 

touch wherever you are by accessing www.ljcagbi.org.  
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From the Catering Department 

 One of my kids sent me a photo & asked me who the people were.  Of course I knew but realized that I 
must have hundreds of old photos that, in another 50 years, no one will know who is in the photo.  It’s not 
marked but I never gave it a thought.  After all, I know everyone in my picture albums & in envelopes & dress-
er drawers, etc.  So, my advice today is, if you want the future generation to know who’s who, mark them now 
(while you still remember who’s who), on the back or better yet, in an album (ha-ha, who has that kind of 
time?).  Recently I made a note that tells my children who they’re named after.  I’m sure I told them at some 
time but it’s important to let them know about the people they were named for. 
 
 I saw a sign that said “respect your parents, they passed in school without Google”.  It’s hard to believe 
that pretty soon a wall phone or a princess phone will be extinct.  Now I’m not against progress, but knowing 
how to use an encyclopedia is still important to me.  And if you don’t have GPS in your car, well, it’s good to 
know how to read a map.  I spent many hours in the library, looking things up.  Nowadays there don’t seem to 
be young people in the library.  Books always had a bit of escapism for me.  I love to read, and besides, there’s 
the social aspect of looking for a particular book.  Obviously in my younger years there was no Facebook or 
Twitter, but I am still able to write a letter & communicate with friends & family in all parts of the world.  It’s 
a dying art, to write a letter and properly address an envelope. 
 
 I did read recently that schools are again teaching cursive writing.  I still write letters to my great-
grandchildren and their parents.  One day they (the letters) may be worth something as a lost art.  At some 
point, someone has to acknowledge that everything old(er) must not be destroyed.  On that note: Two Florida 
seniors went to breakfast at a local diner.  The 'senior‘ special was “two eggs, meat, hash browns & toast for 
$2.99”. The wife said, sounds good but I don’t want the eggs.  The waitress said, then it’ll cost you $3.49, 
cause you’re ordering a la cart.  The woman replied, you mean I’d have to pay for not taking the eggs?  Yes, 
the waitress replied.  Then, the woman said, I’ll take the special.  The waitress replied, how do you want your 
eggs? And the woman said, raw & in the shell.  And she took them home and baked a cake. 
 
 
     HAPPY NEW YEAR and Bon Appetit, 
 
        Shirley Derdiger, Catering 

Please get your articles in for the Shul Bulletin 

 

If you have a program, announcement or event, please get your information to the Shul Bulletin so every-
one will know about it! Please send your electronic submissions to the editor at bulletin@ljcagbi.org or 
submit a hard copy to the Shul office before the deadline (March/April issue—Friday, February 9, 2018). 
All material is subject to approval by the Shul office and may be edited for space or content. Inserts must 
also be approved by the  Shul office before inclusion in the Bulletin. Please call the Shul office at 847-676-
0491 for further details. 
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Sisterhood Helps Build 

Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or yahrziet 
that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting your words to 
work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or drop your message in 
the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office. Donations are $5 for your personal message. 

 My compliments and thanks to Shirley 

Derdiger for assisting me in planning the 

beautiful luncheon following my son’s 

Auf-Ruf.      

   Roslie Roth 

 

 Thank you for your kind expression of 

sympathy in memory of my dear brother 

Barton Cohen. 

   Carol Deer 

 

 It is difficult to describe my feelings at 

this time; the response of my friends, 

their care and desires to help me accept 

the death of my dear Charlotte after 72 

years of a wonderful marriage.  THANK 

YOU! 

   Bob Markson 

 Many thanks and good wishes for all the 

cards received in honor of my grand-

daughter’s marriage. 

 

   Helaine Ellenby  

 

 Many thanks to my devoted shul family 

for all the cards and calls. My dislocated 

shoulder is trying to relocate itself and I 

deeply appreciate the good wishes for a 

speedy recovery. 
 

   Joyce Chabner 
 

 Best wishes to Rabbi Gordon and Marilyn 

in their future adventures. 
 

   Joyce Chabner 
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Building Committee 
 
 Spiritual viability can be achieved by making sure the “Daily Minyan,” both morning 
and evening, is functioning without the need for last minute requests to attend. 
 
 Financial strength comes from your generosity in support of our ongoing fundraising 
projects.  For example, our “Synagogue Restoration Project” has a long way to go before we 
are fully funded.  We rely on your donations, as well as occasional major gifts to maintain 
the structure and utility of our building, or to undertake new projects to beautify our Shul. 
 
 You can support the Restoration Project and add your names to the beautiful mural, 
designed by Dr. Marc Feder with an act of Tzedakah. 
 
          
                                                             Thank you for your generous support of LJCAGBI 
 
 
 

Building Fund Contributions 
 

 
Name: _________________________   Address:___________________________________ 
 
The Nimrod Tsubely Memorial Garden Fund:            $36______   $54_____    $100_________ 
 
Synagogue Restoration Project:                                 $500_____  $1,000_____  $2,500________ 
 
___MEYER & BEE KAPLAN TORAH FUND     ___MAURY & SALLY KAUFMAN TORAH FUND   
 
   Aliyah  ($200)____   Pasuk  ($100)____   Word ($50)                                                                          
                                                                          
GENERAL OPERATING FUND: 
 
$100 ______ $250 _____  $500 _______  Other ___________ 
 
 

Please make your check out to LJCAGBI and send it to the Shul Office 
7117 N. Crawford, Lincolnwood, IL 60712 


