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Dear Congregants,

  The Babylonian Talmud (Taanit 29a) states: 
“MiSh’nikhnas Adar marbin b’Simcha–when the month of 
Adar begins we are to increase our happiness.”  The com-
mentator Rashi teaches that we are especially joyous in Adar 
since, during this month as well as in the following month of 
Nisan, we experienced some of the greatest miracles of all-
time (in conjunction with the celebration/observance of Pu-
rim and Pesach).
 On Purim we celebrate the hidden miracles of the Al-
mighty.  One of the unique features of Megillat Esther is that 
it is the only book in the entire TaNa”Kh in which the name 
of the Kadosh Baruch Hu is not mentioned (directly) at all. 
Not even once. The absence of the name of the Almighty 
suggests that the great miracle of the reversal of the fortune 
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 Although the event will have passed when you read this, I am 
writing this article on the day that Chicago Loop Synagogue was 
vandalized.  That incident brings to mind the similar event that oc-
curred at our Shul several years ago.  As we all know, such happen-
ings are not to be taken lightly, but must be answered with a com-
mitment on our part to strengthen the institutions of our people.
 As we move forward, it is time to strengthen our Shul.  We are 
now at a point in the life of our congregation where we must de-
termine our future.  Will we remain as we are now, a Traditional 
congregation, or will we move to another form of organization? Do we want to slowly 
disappear as many other Shuls have, merge with another similar congregation, or do 
we at least want to try to rebuild our Shul? The answers to these questions are not self-
evident; there are valid cases to be made on each side of these issues.
 To begin dealing with these matters, and to establish a plan for our future, I have 
established a Future of the Shul Committee. Members of this committee represent 
all sides of the issues noted above. Over the next few months or perhaps longer, the 
committee, together with Rabbi Gordon, will be working toward establishing a path 
forward. We will be seeking input from you, our members.  We will make this process 
as transparent as possible, so that decisions that are made will not come as a surprise.  
Although everyone may not be satisfied with the decisions recommended by the com-
mittee, everyone will have a voice in the decision.  I sincerely hope that being together 
as one congregation, maintaining the lifelong relationships that mean so much, will al-
low all of us to continue to remain together, and hopefully welcome new members and 
go from strength to strength.
 Only by working together, can we strengthen our institution, LJCAGBI.  Please ad-
dress any questions related to this process to me, at president@ljcagbi.org.
 Although we are working towards our long-term future, planning has already begun 
for the more immediate future: the next High Holiday season.  As in the past, we will 
have two services, one a traditional service upstairs, with Rabbi Gordon and Cantor 
Markovitz, and one an orthodox service downstairs. 
 Wishing each of you an enjoyable, meaningful Pesach,

Larry Miller

President’s Perspective
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Announcements
MAZEL TOV 

{ Mazel tov to Mitchell Sandler on the 
marriage of his daughter Chaya to Ben 
Bernstein
{ Mazel tov to Michael & Renie Schreiber 
on their 40th wedding anniversary

SPEEDY RECOVERY

R Bob Markson

CONDOLENCES

v Myra Liss (LJCAGBI member)
v Ruth Liss (former LJCAGBI member)
v Beverly Newman (Gloria Goldstein’s 
sister)

Correction:
I wish to sincerely apologize for neglect-
ing to mention  two of our helpers at our 
recent rummage sale: Gary Goodman 
and Steve Kramer.  Again, my apologies 
and thank you for all your help.

Jocelyn Verson
Rummage Sale Chairman

Kiddush Club
Come have a L'Chaim and so-
cialize with us on Shabbos 
after davening. Everyone is 
welcome. Our libations are not 
funded by the Shul; therefore, 
consider making a donation to 
the Kiddush Club. Send a check 
into the office labeled “Kid-
dush Club.”

Please get your articles in for the Shul Bulletin

If you have a program, announcement or event, please send your electronic submissions 
to the editor at marciakramer@sbcglobal.net or submit a hard copy to the Shul office be-
fore the deadline (May/June issue—Sunday, April 2, 2017, due to Pesach).  Please call 
the Shul office at 847-676-0491 for further details.

Save the Date: Friday, April 7, 2017
The pre-Pesach Shabbat dinner is BACK!

Please call the Shul office if you are interested in attending.



The Rabbi’s Study—continued from page 1
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of the Jews of Achaverosh’s Kingdom was achieved in a relatively “hidden” way.  In 
our tradition, Hidden Miracles are known as Nisim Nistarim. 
 In connection with the Exodus from Egypt, our ancestors were witnesses to the 
greatest visible miracles (Nisim G’luyim) in our history. These miracles include each 
of the Ten Plagues and the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds.
 In contemporary society—as in the ancient past—while we continue to believe in 
miracles, we do not rely on them. Unlike the period of history leading up to the Exo-
dus from Egypt, we are no longer privy to Nisim G’luyim. However, we continue to 
be the beneficiaries of Hidden Miracles. Perhaps the greatest personal Hidden Mira-
cles that we experience are our waking-up (alive) each morning, as well as witnessing 
the birth of babies.   
 The greatest national Hidden Miracle continues to be the existence, growth and 
dominance of the Modern State of Israel–in spite of all of the blatant and subtle 
hostilities that it experiences from its neighbors (and too many other nations of the 
world).
 May we continue to witness the personal miracles of the renewal of life and birth 
of children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren who contribute to the growth of 
our people in Israel and in the Diaspora.
 On behalf of my wife Marilyn and our children Max, Rita (Carmi Muskin) and So-
phie, I wish you all and your families a most healthy, meaningful and HAPPY months 
of Adar and Nisan and the holidays that we celebrate at that time–Purim and Pesach.

Rabbi James M. Gordon, J.D.  

Your presence is greatly needed: please attend

Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G. Beth Israel, our Shul, has always main-
tained daily minyanim for Shachrit and for Mincha/Maariv (or just Maariv during 
the winter months). During the past months it has become increasingly difficult to 
guarantee that 10 men will be present for davening. Your help is urgently needed 
to ensure that a full minyan is present for everyone, especially those who have 
Yahrzeit or are in their year of mourning. Please attend whenever you are able.–
Thank you.



 
 

+       =     
 

Sing and Be Happy—It’s Purim! 
 

 

Join us for a Purim Seudah—dinner and a musical program  
 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 
   Last Call Megillah   4:00 pm 
   Mincha      4:45 pm 
   Seudah Dinner & Entertainment 5:00 pm 
   Maariv      7:00 pm 

 
Featuring the incomparable Lindsey Poling Baer  

 
 
 
 
 

Lindsey will lead us in singing Broadway tunes, where you help write the lyrics! 
Choose a song from the list below and rewrite the lyrics to make a special “Purim” 
tune. Work together or solo—but turn in your lyrics by March 8. We will sing 

them all and vote on the best! 
   Choose from:  

 Anything Goes (Anything Goes)   There’s No Business Like Show Business (Annie Get Your Gun) 

 Singing in the Rain (Singing in the Rain)  Wouldn’t it be Loverly (My Fair Lady) 

 Almost Like Being in Love (Brigadoon)  Supercalifragilistic (Mary Poppins) 

 
Cost for dinner: $18 for adults; $8 for children under 12;  

children under 5 are free 
 
 
 

Please call the Shul office at 847-676-0491 for reservations by March 6th. 



Fast of Esther, Thursday, 11 Adar
(March 9, 2017):
 This is the date on which Mordechai and Esther 
gathered the Jews of Shushan to pray for G-d’s mercy 
and his assistance in vanquishing their enemies.  Since 
they fasted, the Sages instituted a public fast to com-
memorate the event and to stress G-d’s awareness of 
every man’s sufferings.  When one fasts and returns to 
G-d with all his heart, his prayers are answered. When 
Purim falls on Saturday night as it does this year, the 
fast is held on the preceding Thursday because we do 
not fast on Shabbat (except for Yom Kippur).

Shabbat, Parshat Zachor, Tetzaveh, 13 Adar 
(Saturday, March 11, 2017): 
 The Shabbat immediately preceding Purim is called 
Shabbat Zachor. Shabbat Zachor recalls the deeds 
of Amalek; Purim, which falls during the succeeding 
week, recalls the downfall of Haman, his descendant.
 The public reading of Parshat Zachor is in fulfill-
ment of a precept found in the Torah: “Remember what 
Amalek did to you” (Devorim, 25:17).
 The reader should thus bear in mind that he is fulfill-
ing the congregation’s obligation with his reading.  The 
congregation, too, should bear in mind that in hearing 
the text of Parshat Zachor they are performing a Torah 
command.  When it is impossible to come to a synagogue 
for the reading, the portion from a Chumash should be 
read with the traditional cantilations at home.  (In some 

congregations it is customary for the 
women to be sure to come to the 
synagogue to hear Parshat Zachor, or 
it is read to them at home from a Chu-
mash.)  If one was not in synagogue 
for Parshat Zachor, he should remem-
ber the evil of Amalek when “Vayovo 
Amalek” is read during Schacharit 
Purim.

 Machatzit Hashekel:  In re-
membrance of the half-shekel given 
by all males to the Holy Temple in 
the month of Adar, it is customary to 
give three coins with a denomina-
tion of half the primary local cur-
rency.  Thus, in the United States, 
the custom is to give three half-dol-

lars and in Israel, to give three half-Israeli shekels. The 
money is given to the needy. The Machatzit Hashekel 
is given in the synagogue after Minchah on Erev Purim.  
(Many perform Machatzit Hashekel with three silver-
containing coins, each having a silver content equal 
to a greater than that in half a shekel, 9.4 grams pure 
silver.)  Since most coins are no longer minted from sil-
ver, the synagogue gabai or shamash tries to obtain old 
silver coins.  Until 1965, U.S. half-dollars contained about 
12 grams pure silver. Each member of the congregation, 
in turn, “buys” the silver coins with local currency (giving 
as much as he can afford) and returns them to the plate 
in remembrance of the Machatzit Hashekel.

PURIM
Evening Megillah reading, Saturday, 14 
Adar (March 11, 2017); Morning Megil-
lah reading, Sunday, 14 Adar (March 12, 
2017): 
 It is customary to wear Sabbath finery on Purim 
and go to the synagogue celebrating and proclaim-
ing the Purim miracle publicly. It is proper to be in a 
joyful mood this evening.  Therefore, cover your table, 
brighten your house with lights and candles and break 
the fast with an appropriate meal (when the fast falls 
on Purim eve).

Reading of the Megillah
 Both men and women must 
hear the reading of the Megillah 
(Book of Esther) and perform the 
other basic Purim mitzvot, which include sending food 
parcels, giving funds to the poor, and participating 
in the Purim feast. It is customary to bring children of 
school age to the synagogue to hear the Megillah, but 
they should be restrained from making a disturbance 
that would interrupt the Megillah reading. Women 
who are unable to go to the synagogue should have 
the Megillah read to them. The reader must read the 
Megillah from a Kosher parchment scroll while stand-
ing. The congregation stands for the blessings, but may 
sit for the reading. Before the first blessing, the Megil-
lah is unrolled and folded in the style of a letter. While 
doing this, the Megillah should not drag on the floor 
or hang over the side of the reading table as this is 
considered disrespectful. After the reading and before 
the final blessing, the Megillah should be re-rolled.

Purim 5777—March 11/12, 2017



 Each word of the Megillah must be heard to fulfill 
the mitzvah of listening to the Megillah reading. Even 
missing one word invalidates the mitzvah. One must, 
therefore, be extremely careful to pay attention to the 
reader, to refrain from talking, and to encourage others 
to be quiet.  If you did not catch a word or phrase, you 
can read the missing words from printed Megillah text. 
The reader should re-read the name, Haman, if noise 
in the synagogue has drowned it out. He must also 
repeat the four sentences recited by the whole congre-
gation: “Ish Yehudi Hoyah” (2:5), “Balaylah hahu” (6:1), 
“U-Mordechai yatza” (8:15) and “La-Yahudim hoyesah” 
(8:16).
 The time for the evening Megillah reading is from 
the appearance of the stars until dawn.  The time for 
the morning Megillah reading is from sunrise to sunset.  
In pressing circumstances, it may be read before dawn.

Food Parcels (Mishlo’ach Monos)
 On Purim day (but not at night) men and women 
must send to two friends at least one food parcel 
containing two kinds of food or drink which are edible 
without further preparation.  Food requiring prepara-
tion, money, clothing, or other gifts do not qualify.  
 Although one is required to send two parcels, it is 
customary to encourage joy, friendship and brotherly 
love by sending parcels of food stuffs to many friends. 

It is of great merit to distribute gifts generously to the 
poor, for there is no greater joy before G-d than the 
happiness of the orphan and widow. It is therefore 
incumbent upon us to aid the disadvantaged with an 
open hand.

Gifts to the Poor (Matonot Le-evyonim)
 All men, women and even those on welfare must 
give gifts to the poor on Purim day. The minimum 
requirement is to give gifts (which may be food) to 
at least two poor persons. Those who are liberal with 
their giving on Purim will be blessed. All who stretch 
out their hands on Purim are given without question. 
Where there are no poor, the gifts should be set aside 
on Purim during the day and distributed when the oc-
casion arises.

The Purim Feast
 The Purim Feast is held after Mincha, generally 
conducted early in the day. The two reasons for this are 
that the Purim Feast should be eaten during the day, 
and that it is not proper to eat a big meal before pray-
ing Mincha.  
 The whole family joins together in feasting to re-
joice in G-d’s saving grace and in His miracles that were 
performed both in times of old and in our own day: we 
light candles, enjoy as big a meal as we can afford, and 
drink good wine.

PURIM JOY AT LJCAGBI

 Associated with Purim is the Mitzvah of Purim joy.  We 

will be celebrating Purim this year on Saturday evening, 

March 11th & Sunday, March 12th.  The reading of the Me-

gillah will take place on Saturday night at 7:30 pm & Sunday 

at 8:15 am (Shacharit starts at 7:45 am).

 In addition to the Shacharit Megillah reading, on Sunday we will have our “Last Call” 

Megillah reading at 4:00 pm with Mincha to follow at 4:45 pm.  The LJCAGBI Seudah will 

be held at 5:00 pm, with Maariv to follow at 7:00 pm.

 Come join in the celebration!  See details on page 5 of the Bulletin.
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Schedule for Daily/ShabbatServices/Candlelighting

March 2017/5777 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:45pm 
M: 7:00pm 
(Maariv only) 

2 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:45pm 
M: 7:00pm 
(Maariv only) 

3 
 
S: 7:00pm 
M/M: 5:20pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
5:24pm 

4 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 5:05pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
6:28pm 

5 
 
S: 8:30am 
M/M: 5:25pm 

6 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:45pn 
M: 7:00pm 
(Maariv only) 

7 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:45pm 
M: 7:00pm 
(Maariv only) 

8 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:45pm 
M: 7:00pm 
(Maariv only) 

9 
Fast Begins: 
5:00am 
S: 6:45am 
M/M: 5:15pm 
Fast Ends: 
6:22pm 
 

10 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M: 5:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
5:32pm 

11 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M :5:10pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
6:36pm 
Megillah 
Reading: 
7:30pm 

12 
S: 7:45am; 
Megillah 
8:15am; 
Last call 
Megillah: 
4:00pm; 
Mincha: 4:45pm 
Purim Seudah: 
5:00pm 
Maariv: 7:00pm 

13 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:20pm 
M/M: 6:35pm 

14 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:20pm 
M/M: 6:35pm 

15 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:20pm 
M/M: 6:35pm 

16 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:20pm 
M/M: 6:35pm 

17 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M: 6:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
6:40pm 

18 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 6:20pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
7:45pm 

19 
 
S: 8:30am 
RGS: 6:25pm 
M/M: 6:40pm 

20 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:25pm 
M/M: 6:40pm 

21 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:25pm 
M/M: 6:40pm 

22 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:25pm 
M/M: 6:40pm 

23 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:25pm 
M/M: 6:40pm 

24 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M: 6:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
6:48pm 

25 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 6:30pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
7:52pm 

26 
 
S: 8:30am 
RGS: 6:35pm 
M/M: 6:50pm 

27 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:35pm 
M/M: 6:50pm 

28 
 
S: 6:30am 
RGS: 6:35pm 
M/M: 6:50pm 

29 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:35pm 
M/M: 6:50pm 

30 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:35pm 
M/M: 6:50pm 

31 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M: 6:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
6:56pm 

 

RGS: Rabbi  Gordon’s Shiur 
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April 2017/5777                                      
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 6:35pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
8:00pm 

2 
 
S: 8:30am 
RGS: 6:40pm 
M/M: 6:55pm 

3 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:40pm 
M/M: 6:55pm 

4 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:40pm 
M/M: 6:55pm 

5 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 6:40pm 
M/M: 6:55pm 

6 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 6:40pm 
M/M: 6:55pm 

7 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M: 6:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
7:04pm 

8 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 6:45pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
8:08pm 

9 
 
S: 8:30am 
RGS: 6:50pm 
M/M: 7:05pm 
Bedikat 
Chometz 

10 
Fast of the 1st 
born 
S: 6:30am 
M/M: 7:10pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
7:07pm 
First Seder 
 

11 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 7:10pm 
Second Seder 
Candle 
Lighting: 
8:18pm 

12 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 7:10pm 
Yom Tov Ends: 
8:12pm 

13 
 
S: 6:30am 
RGS: 6:55pm 
M/M: 7:10pm 

14 
 
S: 6:30am 
M/M: 6:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
7:12pm 

15 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 6:50pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
8:15pm 

16 
 
S: 8:00am 
M/M: 7:10pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
7:15pm 

17 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 7:15pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
8:25pm 

18 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 7:15pm 
Yom Tov Ends: 
8:18pm 

19 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M: 7:15pm 

20 
 
S: 6:45am 
M/M: 7:15pm 

21 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M: 6:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
7:19pm 

22 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 7:00pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
8:23pm 

23 
 
S: 8:30am 
RGS: 7:05pm 
M/M: 7:20pm 

24 
 
S: 6:45am 
RGS: 7:05pm 
M/M: 7:20pm 

25 
 
S: 7:00am 
RGS: 7:05pm 
M/M: 7:20pm 

26 
 
S: 6:30am 
RGS: 7:05pm 
M/M: 7:20pm 

27 
 
S: 6:30am 
RGS: 7:05pm 
M/M: 7:20pm 

28 
 
S: 7:00am 
M/M; 6:30pm 
Candle 
Lighting: 
7:27pm 

29 
 
S: 9:00am 
M/M: 7:05pm 
Shabbat Ends: 
8:31pm 

30 
 
S: 8:30am 
M/M: 7:30pm 
 
 

      

RGS: Rabbi Gordon’s Shiur 

Schedule for Daily/ShabbatServices/Candlelighting



LJCAGBI Pesach Supplement Pesach 5777/April 10–April 18, 2017

The Month of Nisan
 The month of Nisan is an im-
portant period in Jewish life. The 
Torah calls this month the “head 
of the months,” which means that 
although we count the New Year 
from the first day of Tishri, yet we 
count Nisan as the first month.

Shabbat Hagadol
 The Shabbat before Passover 
is knows as Shabbat Hagadol, the 
Great Sabbath. The reason is that the 
day on which Israel left Egypt (the 
fifteenth day of Nisan) was at that 
time Thursday. Therefore, the tenth 
of the month was Shabbat. On that 
Shabbat, the Hebrews were com-
manded by Moses to bring sheep into 
their homes. They kept them until the 
fourteenth day of the month, when 
they were to be slaughtered as the 
Passover offering. Sheep were wor-
shipped by the Egyptians and what 
our Fathers did was very dangerous 
and outrageous. 

 However, when the tenth day of 
Nisan arrived, a miracle occurred 
and the Egyptians were unable to do 
anything against the Israelites. In the 
memory of this great miracle, the 
Shabbat before Passover is known as 
the Great Sabbath.
 According to other scholars, the 
reason why the Shabbat is known 
as the Shabbat Hagadol is because 
in the Haftorah of the day we read 
the words of the prophet Malachi 
concerning the coming of “the 
great day of the L-rd.”

Removal of Chometz
 The most important action with 
which Passover is ushered into the 
Jewish home is by the removal of 
all Chometz from our possession. 
 1) On the evening preceding 
Erev Pesach, the head of the house 
searches for Chometz in his home 
by the light of a candle. Every 
room is searched thoroughly, and 
any Chometz found is put in safe 
keeping until the time prescribed 

for the burning or removal of 
Chometz on the following morn-
ing. Then the head of the house re-
cites a statement in which he gives 
up all claims of ownership over the 
chometz. This ceremony is known 
as Bedikath Chometz (Searching 
for Leaven), and the statement 
recited begins with the words Kol 
Chamira (All Leaven).
 2) On Erev Pesach (the day 
preceding Passover), bread may be 
eaten only until the end of the first 
third part of the day. (Usually, this 
occurs between 9 and 10 o’clock in 
the morning.) At that time we give 
up all claims to any unseen 

 Many of you may have noticed that in previous Bulletins we have in-
cluded material relating to the conduct of the Seder service itself.  We have 
not done so in this issue because the CRC has placed on its website all the 
necessary information.  You may access this in formation at this link soon 
after Purim.  The link is:

www.crcweb.org

After Purim, go to this website and there will be a button “Pesach Guide”.  
Hit this and you will be able to access the information for Pesach.  “Physi-
cal” copies of the CRC Guide will also be available in the Shul office for 
those who do not have internet access.



Pesach
 The festival of Pesach, which 
begins on the night of the fif-
teenth day of Nisan and lasts for 
eight days, is chiefly known in 
the Torah as Chag Hamotzoth, 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
It is also called Chag Ha’Pesach, 
the feast of Passover, because the 
Holy One, blessed be He, passed 
over the houses of our fathers 
then in Egypt, when He smote 
the Egyptians. In the prayers, 
we refer to Passover as Zeman 
Cheirutheinu, the Season of our 
Freedom.

What is Chometz?
 Unique to Pesach is the eating 
of matzah and the stringent prohi-
bition against eating or possessing 
chometz.
 Chometz is a general term 
for all food and drink made from 
wheat, barley, rye, oats, spelt, or 
their derivatives, forbidden on 
Pesach because it is leavened. Even 
a food that contains only a trace of 
Chometz is prohibited and must be 
removed from our homes.
 Please Note: Matzah used all 
year round is not for Pesach use. 
Only matzahs baked especially for 
Pesach may be used on Pesach.

Getting Rid of Chometz
 Obvious chometz, both food 
and utensils used throughout the 
year (and not koshered for Pe-
sach) should be stored in closets or 
rooms which are not easily acces-
sible (locked or taped shut). This 
chometz should be sold to a non-
Jew, as will be explained. 

Chometz in our possessions. We 
then must destroy or remove 
from our possessions all Chometz 
remaining from the Search on the 
preceding night. (Usually the burn-
ing of the Chometz must be done 
sometime before 10:00 am with the 
recitation of Kol Chamira a second 
time.)

Fast of the Firstborn
 It is customary that all Becho-
rim (Firstborn sons) observe Erev 
Pesach as a fast day, because on 
Passover eve, when G-d smote 
the firstborn of the Egyptians, He 
passed over the Jewish homes, 
thus saving the Jewish firstborn. 
Since the Jewish Bechorim were 
also in mortal danger (from which 
they were saved by G-d’s mercy), 
they too observe Erev Pesach as a 
fast day.
 It is now a well established 
custom that by taking part in the 
Conclusion Ceremony of a trac-
tate of the Talmud, the Bechorim 
are absolved from fasting. The 
reason for this is that the comple-
tion of a tractate of the Talmud is 
considered a Simchah shel Mitz-
vah (a joyous religious occasion), 
which makes it permissible to eat 
and drink.

 Clean the entire house thor-
oughly to remove all crumbs and 
small pieces of food.
 Also check for chometz in the 
car and office (desks and drawers, 
etc.), clothes, pockets (especially the 
children’s), pocketbooks (purses), and 
briefcases.

Shopping for Pesach
 While shopping for Pesach we 
must be careful that the foods we 
buy are not only Kosher, but also 
kosher for Pesach; chometz free.

Check that Medicine 
Cabinet!
 Many medicines, sprays and 
cosmetics contain chometz. Con-
sult a competent Rabbi as to which 
ones may be used on Pesach. The 
same applies to pet food.

How to Prepare the 
Kitchen
 To prepare the kitchen for 
Pesach we must kosher it from 
chometz that has been cooked in it.

Dishes and Utensils
 Have special sets of dishes, 
silverware, pots, pans and other 
utensils for Pesach use only. 

Stove
 Thoroughly clean and scour 
every part of it. Heat the oven to 
the highest temperature possible for 
1-2 hours. Heat the grates and the 
iron parts of stove (and elements 
if electric) until they glow red-hot. 
It is suggested that the oven and 
stove-top should be covered after-
wards with aluminum foil.

How to Prepare the Home
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How to Sell the Chometz
 Since it is prohibited to possess chometz on Pesach, 
we need to sell to a non-Jew all chometz that will not 
be eaten or burned before Pesach and all chometz 
utensils which will not be thoroughly cleaned by then. 
These are stored away in closets or rooms while pre-
paring for Pesach. Now we lock or tape shut the closets 
or rooms, and they are leased to the non-Jew at the 
time of the sale. 
 Since there are many legal intricacies in this 
sale, only a competent Rabbi should be entrusted 
with its execution. The Rabbi acts as our agent 
both to sell the chometz to the non-Jew on the 
morning before Pesach starts and also to buy it 
back the evening after Pesach. Contracts for the 
sale of chometz are available in the Shul office.

How to Search for 
Chometz and Burn It
 On the evening before Pesach 
make a formal search of the home 
for chometz while holding a lit can-
dle. It is customary to distribute ten 
small pieces of chometz throughout 
the home before the search.

The Blessing
 Recite the following 
blessing before the search:
 B-ruch A-toh Hashem 
E-lokei-nu Me-lech Ho-
olum A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu 
Be-mitz-vo-sov Vi-tzi-vo-
nu Al Be-or Cho-metz
 Blessed are You, L-rd or 
G-d, King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us by 
His commandments, and 
has commanded us to re-
move the leaven.

Microwave Ovens
 Clean the oven thoroughly. Fill a 
completely clean container that was 
not used for 24 hours, with water. 
Turn on the microwave and let it 
steam heavily. Turn it off and wipe 
out the inside. To use the microwave 
during Pesach, use a flat piece of 
Styrofoam or any other thick object 
as a separation between the bottom 
of the oven and the cooking dish. 
When cooking, the food should be 
covered on all sides.

Sink
 Meticulously clean the sink. 
For 24 hours before koshering 
it, do not pour hot water from 
chometz pots into it. Afterwards 
boil water in a clean pot which was 
not used for 24 hours, and pour it 
3 times onto every part of the sink, 
including the drain stopper. After-
wards, line the sink. 

Refrigerator, Freezer, 
Cupboards, Closets, 
Table and Counters
 Thoroughly clean and scrub 
them to remove any crumbs and 
residue. Afterwards, cover those 
surfaces that come into contact 
with hot food or utensils with a 
heavy covering.
 Table clothes and napkins: 
launder without starch.

Page 12



Suggested Prayer to Be Said Upon Lighting 
the Yiskor Candle

 ETERNAL G-D, as I kindle this candle on the anniver-
sary of the death of my beloved___________the memory 
of his (her) life passes before me. I reverently recall the 
years we shared together. Time cannot efface the measure 
of his (her) devotion. I shall ever be grateful for the sacri-
fices made in my behalf. With love, affection and under-
standing he (she) stood at my side to guide and encourage 
me when I needed help and support. He (She) taught me 
to love Thee, O G-d, and to keep Thy commandments. 
May my lighting of this candle be considered a meritori-
ous act and may my giving of charity in my beloved’s 
__________________ memory act, not only as my Mitz-
vah, but theirs as well.

BLESSING AND 
PRAYER FOR
HOLYDAY CANDLE 
LIGHTING

Blessed are You Hashem, our 
G-d, King of the Universe, 
Who sanctified us with his 
commandments and com-
manded us to kindle the Holy-
day light.

May it be your will Hashem, 
my G-d, and the G-d of my 
forefathers, that You show 
favor to me, my husband, my 
sons and daughters, my father 

Yiskor

 The death of a relative is 
observed by lighting a candle 
in the home for the twenty-four 
hours of the Yahrzeit day and /
or the occasion when Yiskor 
is recited. The candle is lit 
from sunset to sunset and the 
Yahrzeit and Yiskor are ob-
served with appropriate medita-
tions and synagogue services. 
Amusements should be avoided 
on the Yahrzeit day. It is cus-
tomary in some congregations 
to memorialize the departed 
also on the Sabbath prior to the 
Yahrzeit and to contribute to the 
synagogue or other causes in 
memory of the departed.

and mother, and all my rela-
tives. May You grant us and 
all Israel a good and long life; 
remember us with a benefi-
cent memory and blessing; 
consider us with a consider-
ation of salvation and com-
passion; bless us with great 
blessings; and cause Your 
Presence to dwell among us. 
Privilege me to raise children 
and grandchildren who love 
Hashem and fear G-d. May 
they be wise and understand-
ing people of truth, who illu-
minate the world with Torah, 
good deeds and every labor 
in the service of the Creator. 

Please hear my supplication 
at this time in the merit of 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and 
Leah, our mothers. Cause 
our light to shine that it be 
not extinguished forever, and 
cause Your presence to dwell 
upon us so that we are saved.   
Amen

(The Blessings for Holydays 
that fall on the Shabbat is 
found in your 
Haggadah, 
along with the 
Hebrew text of 
the brachot.)
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From the Catering Department
 I was at a wedding recently, in Arizona.  The chuppa was outdoors.  During the sheva brachas, 
the man called on to do the 7th bracha was very special.  He happened to have a beautiful voice.   
When he sang the first word, the Rabbi’s eyes grew wide and when he finished, the Rabbi said 
“Boy, I’d like to take you on the road with me.”  Everyone wanted to applaud.  You know I don’t 
mention names, but we’re very lucky to have this person as one of our members.
 Now, as winter takes hold, food becomes very dominant.  Nothing comforts like soup, on a 
cold day.  I personally like pea soup or mushroom/barley, but any soup will do.  For thin soup, just 
add crackers.  And a good dessert is also comforting.  Here’s my recipe for the best dessert ever, 
Chocolate mousse pie:  1 pkg. (8 oz.) semi-sweet chips
                                      8 eggs  separated            1/4 cup water
                                      2/3 cups sugar            1-1/2 tsp. vanilla
1. Heat chocolate/water in pan over very low heat, stirring til smooth.  Stir in yolks, add vanilla.
2.  Beat whites in large mixing bowl tip foamy. Gradually beat in sugar till stiff peaks form 
(about 3 minutes). Stir a small amount into chocolate mixture to lighten. Fold chocolate mixture 
into remaining whites. Pour about 4 cups into a greased pie pan. Chill remaining mix.
3.  Bake at 350º for 25 minutes or til set. Cool than  chill 1 hour. Center will fall forming a shell.  
Spoon chilled mixture into shell. Chill overnight or at least three hours. May be frozen. When 
frozen it’s like an ice cream pie.

Now for some household hints:  
1. Stopped up drain—2 alka seltzer tablets + 1 cup vinegar.  After 3 minutes run hot water.
2. Remove a splinter without pain—put a strip of scotch tape over the splinter & pull. 
3.  After laundering, fold sheets into a rectangle (like a pillow case) and place 2 sheets + 1 pillow 
case into 2nd pillow case & store.

 Now we need a little laugh. Three friends were asked: when your time comes & you’re in your 
casket, and friends are mourning over you, what would  you like them to say?  Artie said, “I’d like 
them to say I was a fine husband a good family man.”  Morrie said, “I’d like them to say I was a 
good teacher & made a difference in people’s lives.” And Al said, “I’d like them to say, ‘Look, 
he’s moving.’”

When I was a child I thought nap-time was punishment...now as a grownup it’s like a vacation.
Bon Appetit

Shirley Derdiger



SISTERHOOD HELPS BUILD

Do you have a personal announcement, simcha, thanks, congratulations or 
yahrtziet that you would like to share with your Shul family? Consider putting 
your words to work with Sisterhood Helps Build. Contact the Shul office or 
drop your message in the Sisterhood folder in the Shul office. Donations are $5 
for your personal message.

{ In loving memory of our fathers, Harry 
Futterman and Myron Schaffer on their yah-
rzeit. Marla and Lester Schaffer

{ Dear Shul Family, thank you for your 
kindness extended on the loss of my dear hus-
band, Dr. Lawrence Fogelson. Phyllis Fogel-
son & Family

{ In loving memory of my “sweet momme 
shaina” Sylvia Stein, whose 10th yahrzeit 
(unbelievable!) will be observed on the 3rd of 
Adar. I can’t believe you will have been gone 
10 years.  I love and miss you so much and 
know you’re there watching over me always. 
Love and miss you! Sue    
{ In loving memory of my “good buddy” & 
dear friend Cantor Morton Pliskin, z’l, whose 
yahrzeit was the 2nd of Shevat. I always en-
joyed our “talks” when you’d sit behind me 
in the office and when you taught me “Avenu 
Malkeno” so I could stand up with the others 
at Motele Shul on Yom Kippur and say it with 
them. Can’t believe it’s 9 years that you’re gone. 
Miss you so much. Your buddy, Sue Stein 

{ Thanking my synagogue family for their 
calls, cards and donations on the loss of my 
dearest sister, Beverly Newman. A special 

thank-you to Rabbi Gordon for extending com-
fort to me at this difficult time. May we share 
only simchot in the future. Gloria Goldstein

{ With thanks to Hashem, I also wanted 
to thank the inestimable assistance of Rabbi 
Lehrfield for his kind words at the Auf Ruf for 
Chaya and Ben; the invaluable assistance of 
Rabbi Gordon in preparing Ben’s HafTorah; the 
untiring efforts of Shirley Derdiger and Richard 
and Jadwiga in preparing the fine Kiddush; and 
(I have run out of adjectives), the assistance of 
Dan Gutstein and our second family (the Shul 
members) in helping us celebrate our Simcha. 
Last, but most importantly, the creativity and ef-
forts of Shoshie in making both the Auf Ruf and 
wedding so special. Mitchell H. Sandler

{ In memory of my brother, Seymour 
Frishman and my father, Abraham Frishman 
for their Yahrzeits. Thank you, Anita Lapping

{ Thanks for the outpouring of good wish-
es from friends and our Shul family after my 
recent and unexpected bout with appendicitis. 
Your cards and calls were all appreciated. A 
special thanks to whomever invented the pro-
cedure for laparoscopic surgery. You are truly 
my hero. Marcia Kramer
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March/April Calendar 2017
Saturday, March 4th  Movie Night
Wednesday, March 8th  Sisterhood Board meeting
Thursday, March 9th  Fast of Esther
Saturday, March 11th  Erev Purim/Megillah Reading
Sunday, March 12th  Purim/Seudah dinner/Daylight Savings Time Begins
Monday, March 13th  Shushan Purim
Wednesday, March 15th  Executive Council/Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, March 28th  Rosh Chodesh Nisan
Friday, April 7th   Pre-Pesach Shabbat Dinner
Monday, April 10th                     Fast of the First Born/Erev Passover-1st Seder
Tuesday, April 11th   Passover- Day 1/2nd Seder
Wednesday, April 12th  Passover- Day 2
Thursday- Sunday, April 13th-16th Chol Hamoed Passover
Monday, April 17th   Passover- Day 7 
Tuesday, April 18th   Passover- Day 8/ Yizkor
Wednesday, April 19th  Executive Council/ Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, April 23rd   Yom HaShoah Commemoration
Monday, April 24th   Yom Hashoah
Wednesday, April 26th  Rosh Chodesh Iyar- Day 1
Thursday, April 27th  Rosh Chodesh Iyar- Day 2

 
 

LINCOLNWOOD JEWISH CONGREGATION A.G. BETH ISRAEL 
 

YOM HASHOAH  COMMEMORATION 
 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m.                                  
  

The Eighth Annual Man’s Search for Meaning, 
The Next Generation: A Dialogue  

 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 
This important event is open to both LJC AGBI members & non-members and will be held at 
LJCAGBI, 7117 N. Crawford in Lincolnwood.  Although this program is complimentary, please 

RSVP to the synagogue office @ (847) 676-0491 or to RabbiGordon@LJCong.org. 


